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THIS WEEK’S NEWS 


APPLICATIONS have been invited for the post of Deputy 
City Architect to Birmingham City Council. p. 234 








THE LCC have acquired from the British Railways Executive, 
ata cost of £85,500, a site in the Strand for comprehensive 
redevelopment. p. 234 


THE RESULTS of the New Zealand Government’s £1,000 
national housing competition and the competition for construc- 
tion ideas are announced on p. 235 


IN A REFERENCE to Bucklersbury House in their annual 
report, the Royal Fine Art Commission have stated that it 
cannot approve the decision to allow what it considers to be 
over-development to proceed in City sites of this kind. p. 239 


THE CHIEF ASSISTANT PLANNING OFFICER to 
the Berkshire County Council expresses the view that a lengthy 
period of uncertainty as to the fate of published planning 
proposals, or of objections made to them, is not only detrimental 
to the interests of those concerned but becomes bad propaganda 
for the planning machine. p. 253 


THE NATIONAL INSURANCE (INDUSTRIAL IN- 
FURIES) ACT, 1953, which comes into operation on August 26, 
makes a number of beneficial changes in the scheme of insurance 
against industrial injuries while leaving the main structure of the 
scheme unaltered. p. 256 


BY INTRODUCING time and motion study to a housing con- 
tract, a Midland firm of builders claim that their men can, 
without difficulty, increase their pay by 50 per cent. p. 258 


“THE THREE-STOREYED TERRACED HOUSE is a 
better home for larger families than the larger flat, despite 
much said to the contrary,” said Mr. }. H. Forshaw, chief 
architect and housing consultant to the Ministry of Housing and 
Local Government, at Solihull recently. p. 261 





GLOOM IN THE STUDIO 


HE Head of the Department of Architecture of the 
Northern Polytechnic, Mr. T. E. Scott, speaking at the 
opening of the Exhibition of Students’ Work, remarked upon 
the lack of enjoyment which students seemed to derive from 
their work, and their tendency to be over-serious. To those 
of a former generation of students these are strange words 
to come from such a source for, unless memory is a sad 
deceiver, they remember no keen anxiety on the part of the 
professors to enliven the proceedings but rather a cautious 
concern for and suspicion of the normal high spirits of the 
young. Certainly the fabric of the schools of those days 
bore many traces of a boisterous concept of the function of 
studentship, and authority preserved itself somewhat pre- 
fariously and not without some personal risk. Now there 
appears to be little risk to person and property, and a new and 
superior generation of students may well be judging the teach- 
ing staff as the skittish element of the school. 
Let us examine the phenomenon, and attempt first to solve 








the problem of the egg and the chicken. Does lively archi- 
tecture spring from high spirits, or do high spirits grow out 
of the quality of the study? If it be the former, then the 
problem of the professors would seem relatively simple. 
They have only to encourage a more riotous behaviour upon 
the premises—possibly by assuming a stern fagade of dis- 
approval without which a good “rag” loses much of its 
savour—for the architectural output to become automatically 
enlivened. But, we fear, the law of cause and effect works 
in a contrary direction, and the solution thus becomes more 
difficult and fundamental. 


High spirits grow out of a zest for life, and life contains the 
whole of existence, most of which is occupied with the daily 
round. A student—like, in fact, all persons who wish to 
live a full life—must love what he is doing; and a student 
of architecture must be thrilled with the adventure of design- 
ing for building. He must be excited by the vista of a full 
and happy life which his early tasks open up, the most satisfy- 
ing of all callings. It is then that his heart will sing, and it is 
then that, while straightening his back for a spell, he will tend 
to knock the place about rather than fall earnestly into solemn 
discussion upon the Communist creed, or the latest other 
“isms.” For those gay moments Groucho rather than Karl 
Marx will tend to entertain him, and he will feel a healthier 
being for the choice. 


But whence is he to find this joy in his work? Certainly 
not from the conception that architecture is the undiluted 
essence of functionalism, nor from a theory that the greatest 
of the arts is no more than a‘packing case in which to enclose 
the machinery of living; he will never fall in love with the 
grim skeleton which such theories produce until he has 
learned to cover the bones with the flesh and blood of 
humanity. What a drab world it would be if its builders 
had all treated architecture as a purely engineering problem 
within which there was no room for high spirits, no place for 
anything which could not be argued in the debating chamber, 
and no knobs to look at which were not rivets or fixing pins ! 

We believe that it was along these lines that Mr. Scott 
was thinking, and not in lament at a deplorable lack of barrack 
damage; and we hope sincerely that his school will be .a 
pioneer in a movement to bring back the quality of human 
vitality into the architecture of our times. And where else 
may we hope to find it if not in the schools, and among 
the architects of the future ? 


HOUSING AND PLANNING IN THE 
COLONIES 


A STEP of real importance was taken by the Secretary of 

State for the Colonies when he set up last February a 
Housing and ‘Town Planning Advisory Panel to strengthen 
the technical advisory machinery of the Colonial Office and 
Colonial Governments in the direction of securing better 
layout and design of housing in Colonial territories. Much 
had been done already in this direction—notably at Singapore 
and in West Africa—but the rapid changes consequent upon 
economic development in many of the smaller parts of the 
Commonwealth have made it vital that machinery should be 
made available for consultation. 


In so far as the Panel is advisory in character, it must clearly 
feel its way cautiously, and this probably explains why Mr. 
Lyttelton has laid down no specific terms of reference but 
has left it to the initiative of Mr. G. Anthony Atkinson (now 
appointed to the dual post of Colonial Liaison Officer, Build- 
ing Research Station, and Housing Adviser to the Colonial 
Office) and Sir William Holford to decide on what matters 
the Panel may usefully and appropriately be consulted ; their 
experience (and that of the other distinguished members of 
the Panel) should ensure. that the widest and most fruitful 
use is made of the Panel’s services. 
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NOTES & NEWS 


ARCHITECTS’ 1954 CONFERENCE 


ORQUAY is to be the venue of the 
British Architects’ Conference in 1954. 
Under the auspices of the RIBA, it is 
expected that about 800 architects and 
their wives will descend upon the town on 
May 26 for four days from all parts of the 
United Kingdom. 

This is the first time the conference has 
been held in the South-West of England, 
and the organising body, the Devon and 
Cornwall Society of Architects, expect 
the popularity of Torbay will cause the 
conference delegates to combine business 
with pleasure. Already, with the help 
of the corporation, arrangements are well 
advanced. 


TIBETAN ARCHITECTURE 


AN ARTICLE on the architecture of 
Tibet, by Mr. Peter C. Roseveare, is one 
of the principal features in the July issue 
of the journal of the Plymouth Branch of 
the Devon and Cornwall Society of 
Architects. . 

The essential character of the archi- 
tecture of Tibet, we are told, has not 
changed for more than 1,000 years. 
“One is tempted to think,’ says Mr. 
Roseveare, ‘‘ that it is the only existing 
remnant of a style which has been pre- 
served since Pre-Hellenic times, for it 
bears a very strong resemblance to the 
early Cretan dwellings.”’ 


THE BUILDER 


The Tibetans, it seems, adopt a rather 
casual attitude towards the exterior ap- 
pearance of their buildings. Their 
method of applying colour-wash, for 
instance, is the easiest of operations. 
Whitewash is simply poured down the 
walls from an upper-floor window ! 

Also contained in this issue of the 
journal is a further article in the series on 
“The New Plymouth ”’ and a report of 
a recent dicussion on heating and ventilat- 
ing from the architect’s point of view. 


ITALIANS’ VISIT TO BRITAIN 


AT THE REQUEST of eight town planners 
from Italy, the British Council has 
arranged a programme to enable them to 
see something of town planning in the 
United Kingdom. The planners are 
employed by the town council of Ivrea, 
North Italy, on a regional plan of the 
Canavese. Their visit is financed by 
Ing. Olivetti, a leading industrialist and 
president of the Italian Town Planning 
Institute, whose factory is in Ivrea. The 
leader of the group is Dr. Carlo Doglio, 
town planning officer of Ivrea. 

The tour started with consultations at 
the Ministry of Housing and Local Gov- 
ernment. On August 8 the group spent 
a day in Oxford, a city with the same 
problems as their own of a mixed economy 
and population, and on August 10 they 
visited Welwyn Garden City and the new 
town at Harlow. After a day in Coventry, 
on August 11, and Birmingham, on 
August 12, where they saw the Bourne- 











AUSTRALIAN UNIvERSITY.—The first stage of the scheme for the Australian National 
University of Canberra, which has been prepared by Professor B. Bannatyne Lewis, 


MA, FRIBA, ts now nearing completion. 


The site is about 200 acres in extent and 


is dominated by a ridge, on which the core of the University is planned, overlooking 
the valley which will become the central lake of the new city. The first stage of the 
project includes buildings for physical and medical research, workshops and stores and a 


large residential college. 


Professor. Lewis’s sketch reproduced above appeared in the 


Royal Academy Exhibition. 
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ville Estate, they went to Manchester on 
August 13 for a visit to Wythenshawe. 

The party then went to Scotland to ge. 
the new town of East Kilbride, neg 
Glasgow, which they are visiting to-day 
(August 14), and they hope to Visit 
Edinburgh before the tour ends. 


THE INDUSTRY AFLOAT 


AT a time when there are some who gay 
that the building industry is adrift, jt 
is the more welcome to have good neys 
of it afloat. At Cowes, for instance 
where Flirt, sailed by A. P. Costain, won 
the Solent Class handicap of the Roya| 
Corinthian Yacht Club, Howard V. Lob} 
in Loretta being third in the same race. 
Rumour in the shape of a little Bir 
has it that Mr. Lobb was crewed by ay 
architectural journalist whose eminence 
is equalled only by his weight, and th 
but for this Mr. Costain might have been 
hunted home even more closely. Mr 
E. D. Jefferiss Mathews was another 
architect who took part in the races. 


POSTS OPEN 


THE post of Deputy City Architect, 
Birmingham, is advertised in this issue. 
Salary: £2,066 by £100 to £2,566, 
Further details are obtainable from Mr. 
J. F. Gregg, Town Clerk, Council House 
Birmingham, to whom applications shoul 
be sent by September 19. 


APPLICATIONS are invited for the post 
of Deputy City Architect and Planning 
Officer at Coventry, salary £1,320 by £100 
to £1,420 by £50 to £1,470. Further 
details are advertised elsewhere. 


RE-DEVELOPING THE STRAND 


THE LONDON CouNTy CoUNCIL have 
now acquired from the British Railways 
Executive the site extending from Villiers- 
street to George-court, WC, for com- 
prehensive redevelopment. The cost of 
the acquisition, including legal costs, 
amounts to £85,500; but the Council 
hope to recover this sum in the form of 
future rentals. "The scheme is to include 
the widening of the Strand, a very necess- 
ary measure in the reduction of Central 
London’s traffic problems. 'The LCC # 
inviting applications from those interested 
in the proposals for this site. 


SUMMER SCHOOL 


THE Town and Country Plannim 
Summer School which is held annual 
under the auspices of the Town Plannin 
Institute, is to take place this year from 
September 6 to 12 at the University 0 
Bristol. "The chairman at all sessions wil 
be the president of the School, Sir Georg? 
Pepler, CB, PPTPI. The principal papes 
to be read are as follows :— 

“ Central Areas: Some Aspects of Siz 
Function and Design,” by Professor Si 
William. Holford, VPTPI, FRIBA; 
“ Economic Housing Layout,” by J. l 
Womersley, AMTPI, ARIBA; “Tow 
and Country Planning in Australia,” by 
Professor Denis Winston, MTPI, F RIBA; 





“How Far Can a Development Plat 
Assist Rural Development ?’’ by RB. » 
Stirling, MTPI, AMICE; “ Populatio! 
Movements into the Outer Suburbs d 
Large Cities—Measurement and Pre- 
diction,”’ by Colin Clark, MA. 
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COMPETITION NEWS 
New Zealand Housing 


FIRST PRIZE in the New Zealand Govern- 
ment’s £1,000 national housing com- 
petition has been won by Mr. Keith 
Cooper, ARIBA, a 26-year-old Wellington 
architect. In the jury’s opinion his 
design, one of 405 entries, was of excep- 
tional merit and was “ outstanding among 
the many interesting designs submitted.’ 
If winning designs are generally adopted, 
good standard family homes will be built 
for from £2,000 to £2,200, based on 
Wellington level section costs, in the 
opinion of the jury. 

The jury expressed disappointment with 
the quality of many of the entries in the 
second competition—the construction 
ideas section. ‘There were few new ideas, 
“but,” the jury stated, “‘the prodigality 
of ideas, however limited the merit of 
many of them, is a healthy sign of the 


interest taken by the public.” Prize 
winners are : 
Housing Design: 1st (£300), Keith 


Cooper, ARIBA, ANZIA, 10 Epuni- 
street, Wellington ; 2nd (£150), Patience 
and Gabites, 208a, Lambton-quay, 
Wellington; 3rd (£75), A. G. Greenhough, 
G. Smith and G. C. Newman, Shortland- 
street, Auckland. 


Prizes of £25: Arthur Williment, 


Ira-street, Wellington; J. B. Lyth, 
Korokoro, Petone; J. G. Sowerby, 26, 
Wicksteed-street, Wanganui; and K. 


Albert, Waikowhai, Auckland. 

Construction Ideas: 1st (£100), 
Natusch and Sons, 36, Hastings-street, 
Napier ; 2nd £(50), A. G. Greenhough, 
G. Smith, and G. C. Newman, Shortland- 
street, Auckland: 3rd (£25), M. A. 
Craven, Wellington. 

The jury were Mrs. M. J. Forde, 
representing the National Council of 
Women; Mr. K. Cook, New Zealand 
Institute of Architects (chairman); Mr. 
R. H. Davis, New Zealand Master 
Builders’ Federation ; Mr. Gordon Wilson, 
Government Architect; and Mr. R. B. 
Hammond, Director of Housing Con- 
struction. 


+, A list of competitions open will be found on 
page 239. 


COMING EVENT 


MONDAY, AUGUST 17 


RIBA.—Travelling exhibition, ‘“‘ Home and_ Sur- 
foundings.”” ‘Town Hall, Reigate, Surrey. Continuing 
until August 29. 


FROM “ THE BUILDER” OF 1853 
Saturday, August 13, 1853 


NEW HOUSES BUILT WITH OLD MATERIALS. 
—May I presume to call your attention 
ta the fraud, daily practised by builders, 
auctioneers, and others, of selling as new, 
houses almost entirely constructed with 
old materials. Unfortunately, it is almost 
impossible to detect the deception, as new 
flooring boards, stucco, plaster, paint, and 
whitewash effectually hide old _ bricks, 
rotten timber, and other rascality. In- 
tending buyers generally pay more atten- 
tion to the ‘ornamental finish,’’? than 
solidity of erection, otherwise these houses 
would not meet with so ready a sale.-—C. R. 
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** Remember when this was a 
grouse moor, Fontleroy ?”’ 








CORRESPONDENCE 


ARCHITECTURAL EDUCATION 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—So much has already been said 
on this subject that one is tempted 
to let the matter now rest were it not for 
the fact that architectural education is 
probably the most important subject we 
have to talk about. The whole future of 
the profession depends on the establish- 
ment of a sound educational policy, and 
it is imperative that we start our thinking 
from the correct premises. 

I suggest that there are three basic 
standpoints from which an architect should 
be judged: 

(1) An architect must serve his clients. 
Unlike a painter working on his own 
canvas, an architect is using his 
client’s money, who is consequently 
entitled to have his views and require- 
ments seriously considered. 
He must be able to produce if not great 
at any rate competent architectural 
designs. 
(3) He must have the practical ability to 
enable him to develop these designs 
from paper to structure. 


Architectural education should aim at 
equipping a man under all three headings. 

The greatest criticism that can be made 
of the full-time day schools to-day is that 
too much time is devoted to design and I 
believe that this will always be so in the 
rarefied atmosphere of the day school 
studio. The only place to appreciate 
the necessity of service to clients is in an 
architect’s office, and the only place to 
learn practical building experience is on a 
building site. 

If these facts be accepted, then it 
follows that if an architect is to be trained 
within a five-year period those five years 
should be equally divided between day 
school instruction, work in an office 
and site experience. Such a suggestion 
will very likely be opposed by the vested 
interests of established day schools but 
such interests should not be allowed to 


(2) 
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stand in the way if they are producing 
architects who, in the opinion of the more 
experienced members of the profession, 
have not received the right type of training. 

Such questions are matters for debate 
by the Board of Architectural Education, 
but can it be that the Board itself is 
overloaded with the vested interests I have 
referred to above ? 

RAGLAN Squire [FRIBA, .MSIA]. 
3, Hobart-place, SW1. 


THE M OF E EXPERIMENTAL 
SCHOOL AT WOKINGHAM 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—Col. C. S. F. Witts has rendered a 
distinct public service, in his letter 
in your issue of July 31, in drawing 
attention to the slackness of the Ministry 
of Education in not taking steps to reduce 
the building costs at the very commence- 
ment of the post-war programme instead 
of waiting for some 1,500 schools to be 
erected. 

By this tardiness in cutting out expensive 
waste cube (they admit now that these 
smaller schools are more efficient) many 
thousands of pounds of the ratepayers’ 
money must have been wasted} to say 
nothing of the waste of building materials 
and labour of which we are in such sore need. 

Col. Witts’ suggestion that this experi- 
mental school should now be inspected 
and reported upon by an outside group of 
experts, who have had nothing to do with 
either its design or its educational side, 
is most excellent, and one which many 
education authorities, I am sure, will like 
to see adopted, before the other experi- 
mental schools of the Ministry have gone 
too far. S. Prnrotp [ARIBA]. 

12, Glebe-crescent, NW4. 





To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—In the issue of The Builder of 
July 31, Colonel C. S. F. Witts called 
for an impartial committee to inspect and 
report on the Experimental School at 
Wokingham, and he was indeed critical 
of the M of E in his approach to the 
subject. From an entirely non-contentious 
standpoint it appears that an impartial 
investigation and report should be con- 
structive, enlightening, and comple- 
mentary to all the excellent research that 
has been commenced by the M of E. 

It is suggested, therefore, that the Asso- 
ciation of Education Committees be asked 
to appoint a panel consisting of education 
officers, teachers, county, city and borough 
architects, private architects experienced 
in the design of school buildings, engineers, 
quantity surveyors and perhaps a building 
contractor who has been responsible for 
the erection of schools, to inspect and 
report on the Experimental School after 
the final costs have been ascertained. 

Such a body of experts would draw on 
the widest possible range of specialist 
knowledge and practical experience, and 
their deliberations and recommendations 
should be the subject of quiet reflection 


‘before the apparent results of the present 


experiments are used as the basis of further 
recommendations by the M. of E. for 
the new schools that are to be built at 
such great cost to the country. 

Cuares J. CaBLe [FRIBA]. 
South Park, Sevenoaks. 
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THE BUILDER 


Some Facts About the Housing Situation 


By A. E. TELLING, 


HE number of permanent houses com- 
pleted in Great Britain during the six 
months ended June 30, 1953, was 145,304. 
There is thus every likelihood that the 
Government will achieve its aim of build- 
ing 300,000 houses during the present year 
If so. it will be a most praiseworthy achieve- 
ment; nevertheless there are some very 
disquieting features about the present hous- 
ing situation, notably: () the high cost of 
housebuilding and (ii) the steady deteriora- 
tion of existing houses. . 
The purpose of this article is to consider 
these two particular aspects of the housing 
situation, which are a good deal more serious 
than is generally realised. and then to discuss 
briefly the ways in which remedies may be 


sought. 


THE HIGH COST OF HOUSEBUILDING 


The latest authoritative information on 
the cost of housebuilding is that contained 
in the Third Report of the Girdwood Com- 
mittee. This report was published in 
November last and gave details of the cost 
of local authority houses in October, 1951 
At that time the cost of building an aver- 
age three-bedroom counci] house (including 
site and services) was £1,690. It is hardly 
likely that costs have fallen since then—any 
increase in productivity hzs in all probability 
been more than offset by the increase of 
5d. per hour in building trade wages and 
the higher interest rates charged by the 
Public Works Loans Board. Some reduction 
in cost may be achieved by economies 1D 
design, but there is as yet no indication of 
any general tendency to lower costs. 

Even more serious is the steadily mount- 
ing burden of subsidies for local authority 
houses. The total number of local authority 
houses completed in England and Wales 1p 
1952 was 165,306, and, although the Govern- 
ment is encouraging the building of more 
houses by private enterprise, it 1S not 
intended to reduce the number built by 
local authorities. The standard Exchequer 
subsidy is now £26 14s. per annum for 
60 years. but many dwellinghouses (eg., 
flats built on expensive sites, houses built on 
land liable to subsidence) carry an additional 
subsidy. The average subsidy may ther2- 
fore be put at £40 per annum. Since 
apparently it is not intended to reduce the 
number of houses built by local authorities. 
it may be assumed that the number of 
council houses built over the next 20 years 
will be not less than 3,300,000. This gives 
an expenditure at current rates of subsidy of 
£7,920,000,000 (3,300,000 x 40 x 60) during 
the next 60 to 80 years for England and 
Wales alone. Even this sum_ represents 
enly that part of the subsidy bill which is 
met by the Exchequer, since there is also 
payable for each house a minimum subsidy 
of £8 18s. per annum from local rates. 

Moreover. it is doubtful whether the local 
authority effort during the next 20 years 
can be limited to 3,300,000 houses. On the 
basis of a continuing total programme of 
300,000 houses a year, it is reasonable to look 
for a 20-year programme of six million 
houses. Can private enterprise provide the 
balance of some 2,700,000? In terms of 
mere numbers the task is obviously well 
within the capacity of private enterprise, but 
there remains the important question of 
where the houses are to be built. The 


BA, Barrister-at-law 


necessity for slum clearance (which will be 
discussed more fully below) and for con- 
serving agricultural land suggests that a 
high proportion of the new houses must be 
built by way of redeveloping existing urban 
areas. It is by no means clear that this is 
a profitable field for private enterprise. 
Thus. in the report of the survey which 
accompanies the County of London develop- 
ment plan, the LCC point out that much 
of the rehousing within the county bound- 
aries must take place on sites which are 
uneconomic for unsubsidised cevelopment. 
It may easily happen, therefore, that the 
local authorities will have to make a substan- 
tially greater contribution to the housing 
programme, or else private enterprise be 
given a subsidy. In either event, the effect 
would be the same-—namely, to increase still 
further the amount of subsidy. 

It is clear that, unless the nation is to be 
saddled with a tremendous financial burden, 
the current rates of subsidy must be substan- 
tially reduced, if not abolished altogether. 
It must, however, be borne in mind that 
without the subsidies the rents of council 
houses and flats would be beyond the means 
of a large number of people. Even with 
the benefit of the subsidy, rents are already 
sufficiently high to be a burden to some 
families. Some relief to public funds might 
be achieved by granting subsidies only to 
those families which are in actual need. 
At present the subsidy is paid in respect of 
every dwelling buiit by local authorities; 
although some councils have differential 
rentals based on need, the effect is merely to 
reallocate the subsidies and not to reduce 
the actual amount paid out by the Exchequer 
and by the local authorities. In any event, 
the introduction of differential rentals on the 
existing basis creates difficulties and is often 
resisted. The complete overhaul of the sub- 
sidy system, so that help was only given to 
families in actual need, might have awkward 
political repercussions. In the long run, 
the only satisfactory solution is to reduce 
the cost of building new houses and flats. 
This problem will be considered later in this 
article, but first it may be convenient to 
consider the second of the two major prob- 
lems of housing to-day—namely, the 
deterioration in the condition of existing 
houses. 


THE DETERIORATION OF EXISTING 
HOUSES 


The deterioration of existing houses is 
becoming an increasingly serious problem. 
The causes are not far to seek. In the first 
place, much of the nation’s stock of houses 
is now of a substantial age. In 1939 there 
were some 12 million houses in England 
and Wales of which four million were built 
before 1860 and another four million 
between 1860 and 1914. Since 1939 there 
has been very little demolition other than 
that caused by bombing and, even allowing 
for the million houses built since 1939, it is 
apparent that almost one-third of the 
dwellinghouses in this country are over 90 
years of age. The second main factor is 
the high cost of repairs in relation to rents. 
The rents of nearly all privately owned 
houses to let are controlled, some at 1939 
levels, others at 1914 levels plus a supple- 
ment of 40 per cent. Repair costs may be 
taken as about three times what they were 
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in 1939. There is thus a steadily decreasjp 
margin of rent available for repairs, and this 
factor is aggravated by the comparatively 
small number of properties owned by the 
average landlord. A survey made about 
three years ago by the National Federation 
of Property Owners showed that over half 
the landlords included in the sample Owned 
less than six houses. Moreover, almost one. 
third of the property owners included in this 
survey were widows, pensioners, etc., who 
regarded their properties as their “sole 
means of livelihood.” 


The exact extent of the deterioration prob. 
lem is unknown. In a memorandum pre- 
sented to Mr. Harold Macmillan soon after 
his appointment as Minister of Housing, the 
National Federation of Property Owners sug- 
gested that something like 200,000 houses 
had been going out of occupation every year 
and that that figure was increasing rapidly; 
the implication was, of course, that houses 
were going out of occupation faster than new 
ones were being built. This estimate js 
almost certainly an exaggeration, but it js 
quite likely that in some of the older indys. 
trial towns houses are falling into disuse 
faster than new ones are being built. In any 
event, it will be many years before all the 
houses now ripe for demolition can be re. 
placed, and even longer before all the su}. 
stancard houses can be rebuilt. The following 
Statements drawn from authoritative sources 
give some indication of the gravity of th 
problem: 


Birmingham: A survey made in 1945 revealed 
that over 20 per cent. of the dwellings in. the city 
were ripe for demolition, and a further 15 pe 
cent. should be replaced immediately slum clear. 
ance is complete. 


Leeds: In 1950 there were 24,000 houses Tipe 
for immediate demolition, and about 13,000 families 
on the waiting list as not having a structurally 
separate tenement, making an urgent housing need 
of 37,000 houses. At that time the annual rate of 
housebuilding in the city was about 1,500. In addi- 
tion to the 24,000 ripe for immediate demolition, 
there are about 66,000 houses which are sub-standard 
and will require long-term replacement. 


Manchester: Houses are falling down at. an 
average rate of one a day. 


Preston: In 1950 some 8,500 houses were listed 
as ripe for demolition immediately, and a further 
3,500 as likely to be rive for demolition before 
1970. Between the wars an average of 400 houses 
a year was built in the Preston area, and the 
Corporation consider that it is unlikely that. this 
average will be exceeded for many years. 


St. Helens: Even if the current rate of house 
building can be increased by half, and the higher 
rate maintained over the next 20 years, the housing 
situation at the end of the period will be worse 
than it is to-day. 

Sheffield: In 1952 there were 19,215 houses unfit 
for human habitation, and a further 15,000 ar 
expected to become unfit within the next 20 years. 
In preparing their development plan under the 
Town and Country Planning Act, the City Cor 
poration have estimated the rate of residential build- 
ing at 2,000 a year for the first two years and 
2,500 for each of the succeeding 18 years. This 
would give 49,000 new dwellings in the next 20 
years, but, because of other claims besides slum 
clearance, the Corporation consider that of the 
15,000 houses likely to become unfit during the 
period some 12,500 will still ke occupied at the 
end of the period. 


Behind these figures is the prospect of grim 
human tragedy, of children yet unborn gro¥ 


ing up to manhood in houses which the local } 


authorities would demolish to-day if there 
were anywhere else to put the people com 
cerned, whilst the prospect of replacing other 
sub-standard houses not yct unfit for human 
habitation seems remote indeed. It is not 


suggested that this sombre picture is typical f 


of the country as a whole, but clearly tt 


represents the situation in much of the it F 
The outlook f 
for these areas is made worse by the unevel F 


dustrial north and midlands. 
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distribution of building resources through- 
out the country. The following table show- 
jing houses built per 1,000 population since 
the war indicates the great disparity of treat- 
ment between the industrial towns of the 
North and Midlands with their overwhelming 
problem of slum dwellings, and some of the 
more favoured districts of the south (average 
for England and Wales 26.7): 


Birmingham 16.2 Aylesbury . 69.9 
Leeds 15.9 Barnstaple Pre” i). 
Manchester 19.0 Beaconsfield . 49.5 
Preston 16.5 Bournemouth .... 22.3 
St. Helens . 16.9 Cheltenham <s Ie 
Sheffield 19.1 Poole KS BS 


There may, of course, be sound policy 
reasons why some of the places mentioned 
should receive favourable treatment, but 
in view of the importance of the in- 
dustrial towns to the national economy it 
might have been thought that they would 
have been given a somewhat larger alloca- 
tion. The reason why this has not been 
done seems to be that the allocations are 
based largely (though not entirely) on the 
housebuilding capacity of each authority. 
Thus the Government’s overall target figure 
is apparently divided among the regions in 
accordance with their estimated capacity in 
terms ot building resources and particularly 
of labour. Each regional officer then divides 
the allocation for his region among the 
different local authorities on the same prin- 
ciples. It will be seen that economic needs, 
the extent of the slum problem and similar 
factors, play a very minor part, if any, in 
determining the allocation to be made to 
each authority; such a method of allocation 
can only be regarded as a rational one if 
either (a) the sole object is to build as many 
houses as possible irrespective or location, 
or (b) it is assumed that the distribution of 
building resources, particularly of labour, 
either cannot or should not be altered. 


POSSIBLE REMEDIES 


This necessarily brief review of the two 
major problems of housing—the high cost 
of building new houses and the large pro- 
portion of slum and sub-standard dwellings 
—suggests a number of points for urgent 
consideration : 


1. The cost of building houses must be 
reduced; if this is not done, the nation will 
either have to face a heavy burden of sub- 
sidies or rents at a level which many 
families can ill afford. 

2. Every effort must be made to build 
even more houses than at present in order 
to speed up the removal of slums and other 
sub-standard houses. 


3. In the meantime, it would seem desir- 
able to give the large industrial towns a 
larger allocation of new houses. 


4. Even if the rate of housebuilding in the 
large industrial towns can be speeded up, 
it will still be many years before all the sub- 
standard houses can be removed; it is, there- 
fore, imperative that they should be kept 
in adequate state of repair and if possible 
that steps should be taken to improve their 
amenities. 

Each of these points gives rise to a 
number of problems, and these will now be 
briefly mentioned. 


REDUCING COSTS 


The cost of a building may be regarded 
as a compound of four factors: (i) the size 
and quality of the building; (ii) the price of 
materials: (iii) wages; (iv) productivity of 
labour. These are, of course, apart from the 


“wa of land and the incidence of interest 
S. 
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Size and Quality —Of the four factors just 
enumerated, size and quality can be varied 
the most readily. But, in dealing with the 
housing of the people, it is natural and 
proper to aim at as high a standard as pos- 
sible. For this reason the economies which 
can be made in practice are somewhat 
limited, and the Government have already 
encouraged the adoption of more economical 
house designs. There may, however, be 
scope for further economies in certain direc- 
tions without seriously impairing standards 
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of construction or amenity. Thus, the 
standards of road construction adopted by 
local authorities seem to be unnecessary in 
many cases, and less expensive roads’ might 
be made without in the least impairing the 
amenities of the houses concerned. It may 
also be possible to devise more economical 
main services. 

Wages.—Wages in the building trades are, 
of course, pegged to the cost-of-living index, 
and if there were a significant reduction in 
the cost of living (of which there appears to 








A view of the new village of La Martella. 


Matera’s cave dwellings. 





Rehousing in Italy 
Creating a Model Village 


HE inauguration by the former Premier, 
Signor de Gasperi, of a mode 
village, La Martella, in the impover- 
ished Lucania district of Southern Italy 
marks a new departure for some of 
Italy’s twentieth-century cave dwellers, 
hitherto housed in primitive caves above 
the village of Matera. Prior to the building 
of La Martella about 15,000 people, or near- 
ly half the population of this village, lived 
in the so-called ‘‘ Sassi”? quarter, made 
up of some 3,000 caves, which for long 
had been a blot on the life of the country, 


Then, in 1949, a programme for the 
betterment of the whole Matera region 
was introduced. It provided for the 
construction of a model village—La 
Martella—which was to include a school, 
kindergarten, church, and other public 
buildings. Provision was made for 
water, electricity and sewerage, all lacking 
in the Sassi colony. So far, 50 houses 
have been completed. Each house has 
three bedrooms, a_ kitchen-living-room, 
and a bathroom. Store-rooms for farm 
produce, a stable for three head of live- 
stock, a shed for a cart, and about 850 
sq. yds. of land for growing vegetables 
and fruit form part of the property. 

The project is being financed mainly by 
funds from the Economic Co-operation 
Administration. 
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be little sign) wages might be expected to 
fall. But the operatives have on several 
occasions since the war been successful in 
obtaining status increases apart from the 
cost of living, and any reduction in wages 
due to a fall in the cost of living might well 
be offset by further status increases. There 
seems little reason, therefore, to expect any 
substantial fall in wages. 


Materials——There is no doubt that the 
price of materials could be substantially 
reduced. One of the major reasons for the 


present high price of materials is the steadily . 


increasing cost of coal, which is a heavy item 
in the cost of production of such materials 
as bricks, cement and steel. The cost of coal 
also affects the cost of rail transport. The 
cost of transport is also affected by the high 
price of petrol, and one wonders how far 
Chancellors take this into account in taxing 
petrol. 


Productivity—A great deal has been writ- 
ten on this subject since the war, but one 
basic fact appears to have been insufficiently 
stressed—namely, the continuing shortage of 
certain basic materials. The total number of 
persons employed in the building and civil 
engineering industries is about the same to- 
day as before the war, but with virtually no 
unemployment in the industry as compared 
with almost 14 per cent. unemployed in the 
building trades and over 30 per cent. in civil 
engineering in 1939, it is evident that a much 
greater supply of materials is necessary to- 
day. if output per man-hour is to be as high 
as before the war. Yet brick production in 
1952 averaged only 552 million a month as 
compared with 650 million in 1938. The 
production of clay roofing tiles and roofing 
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slates last year was less than half that of 
1938, a decline only partly offset by the 
increase in the production of concrete roofing 
tiles. Cement production has indeed in- 
creased phenomenally, but so too have the 
uses of cement, and in their recent annual 
report the National Federation of Building 
Trades’ Employers complain of local cement 
shortages. 

It is clear, therefore, that, whatever other 
causes may have tended to lower output, an 
increase in output per man-hour on the basis 
of the present labour force will require a 
substantially greater volume of materials, 
especially of brick and clay products. There 
are, of course, other steps which can and 
should be taken. For instance, the results of 
the Norwich tower crane experiment (see 
The Builder, July 17 and 24, 1953) indicates 
the scope for mechanising unskilled opera- 
tions. But first priority must clearly-be given 
to ways-and means of increasing the supply 
of materials. 


BUILDING MORE HOUSES 


The building of 300,000 houses a year has, 
to a large extent at least, been made possible 
by diverting men and materials from other 
forms of building construction. It is highly 
doubtful whether this process can be carried 
any further—the outcry about school build- 
ings is a sharp reminder of the urgent need 
for other types of building work as well as 
housing—and in these circumstances there 
are only two ways of securing more than 
300,000 houses a year. These are (a) by in- 
creasing productivity, and (b) increasing the 
size of the building industry. 

Increased productivity, as we have already 
noted, will require a greatly increased 








HONEYSUCKLE CEILING.—Shown above is the seventeenth-century honey- 
suckle ceiling in the Queen’s bedroom at Burton Agnes Hall, near Bridlington. A 
point of interest is the downward looping of the flower stems where they overlap. 
Among the devices moulded on the cornice can be seen a native warrior carrying the 
head of a victim. Restoration work to the plaster ceilings at Burton Agnes Hall, 
and also at Nostell Priory and Temple Newsam, has been carried out by Mr. S. Douglas, 
instructor to apprentice plasterers at the Wakefield School of Arts and Crafts. After 
doing ordinary plaster work on local housing estates, the apprentices there devote one 
day each week to studying classical ceilings, and are building a room decorated in this 
style. Openings for such work are said to exist in the cinema and theatre trade, as 


well as in country mansions and public buildings. 
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supply of materials. To increase the size ot 
the building industry will require both more 
operatives and more materials, although, as 
an alternative to finding more operatives jp 
total, it might be possible to secure more 
craftsmen by giving suitable training to 
labourers displaced by mechanisation. The 
basic need, however, is for more materials: 
indeed, until present shortages are Overcome 
and the productivity of the existing labour 
force greatly increased (these two are closely 
related), it would seem premature to try to 
increase the labour force. 


MORE HOUSES FOR INDUSTRIAL 
AREAS 


It is clear that to increase the size of ths 
building industry to any significant extent 
would be a long-term policy. In the meap. 
time, the situation in some of the olde 
industrial towns would be eased if they 
could obtain a larger share of the curren 
housebuilding programme. This would 
mean, of course, moving men and materials 
from the more favoured areas. There js 
obviously no difficulty about diverting 
materials from one area to another, but ; 
is far from easy to move labour. Economic 
circumstances between the two wars led to 
movement of building trade labour away 
from the areas where the need is now 
greatest, and the problem now is to attrac 
labour back again to those areas. Two ways 
in which this might be done are (i) by, 
tight control over new building work 
designed to secure that more work is avail- 
able in certain areas, coupled with (ii) the 
offer of higher wages in those areas. The 
first of these methods runs counter to the 
prevailing tendency to relax controls, whilst 
the second might not be favoured by the 
unions. Nevertheless, something must be 
done to tackle a desperate situation, and 
unconventional measures may well be neces- 
sary. 


MAINTENANCE OF EXISTING 
PROPERTY 


In the meantime, it will be necessary to 
ensure that existing properties are kept in 
a good state of repair, and, so far as practic- 
able, their amenities improved. The prob- 
lem of repairs is tied up closely with the 
problem of rent control, and it seems inevit- 
able that controlled rents must be allowed 
to rise sufficiently to provide a sufficient 
margin for repairs; some people have a 
considerable dislike of private landlords and 
a preference for municipal ownership, but 
this is largely a side issue, since even if 
the houses were municipally owned an 
increase in rents would almost certainly be 
necessary. 

The improvement of amenities, however, 
involves capital, and this is often a consider- 
able difficulty. It is true that under the 
Rent Acts it is permissible to increase the 
standard rent by eight per cent. per annum 
of the cost of improvements, but it is in 
many cases impossible to borrow money on 
the security of old property. The Housing 
Act, 1949, helps to a considerable extent by 
enabling local authorities to make grants for 
improvements, and these provisions have 
been used to finance some very interesting 
“pilot schemes,” such as the “Croydon 
Experiment” and the Allied Ironfounders’ 
effort at Stockton-on-Tees. There is 20 
doubt that much greater use could and 
should be made of these provisions, and 
more should be done to make them knowl 
among property owners. Unfortunately, 
those property owners who do 
about these provisions seem to dislike the 
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conditions attached. It may fairly be 
argued that, since public money is being 
given and not lent, it is reasonable to attach 
fairly stringent conditions to such grants; 
nevertheless, if the conditions are considered 
so stringent that property owners are loth 
to take advantage of these grants, consider- 
ation should be given to the possibility of 
relaxing them. 


Another matter which requires consider- 
ation is the problem of priorities. In 
Ministry of Health circular 90/49 on 
jmprovement grants under the Housing Acts, 
the then Minister, Mr. Bevan, stated that 
priority should be given to new house build- 
ing. A similar line was adopted by Mr. 
Macmillan soon after his appointment as 
Minister of Housing; discussing the revision 
of the Rent Acts, he said that the first thing 
was to get the new housing programme 
properly under way. But it may well be 
sounder policy to give priority to repairs 
and improvements; it will be many years 
before everybody can have a modern house, 
but in the meantime those who cannot should 
be assured at least of such comfort and 
amenities aS are possible. 


Priority for repairs and improvements 
might necessitate some temporary cut in the 
building of new houses, and such a measure 
would hardly be a popular one; certainly, 
it might be misunderstood, and it is import- 
ant that the public should be fully informed 
as to the true facts of the present housing 
situation. This article has attempted io 
present those facts in the hope of stimulat- 


ing public discussion. No effort has been made 


to lay down definite solutions, but rather io 
indicate what appear to be the basic facts 
which must be taken into account in trying 
to arrive at solutions. But, clearly, the 
finding of solutions cannot be long delayed. 


TOWN PLANNING IN 
COLONIES 


Advisory Panel Meets 


OWN and Country Planning services 
have been established and expanded 
in many Colonial territories in recent 
years; Governments also have become 
increasingly concerned with social hous- 
ing. Bearing these developments in mind, 
Mr. Oliver Lyttelton, Secretary of State 
for the Colonies, decided last February to 
strengthen the advisory machinery of the 
Colonial Office and Colonial .Govern- 
ments. He invited the following to serve 
on a Colonial Housing and Town Plan- 
ning Advisory Panel for a period of three 
years in an honorary capacity : 

The Hon. Lionel Brett, MA, ARIBA; 
Member of the Royal Fine Art Commission ; 
Architect/Planner, Hatfield New Town. 

Professor R. J. Gardner-Medwin, FRIBA, 
MTPI ; Roscoe Professor of Architecture, 
Liverpool University; Adviser on Town 
Planning and Housing to the Comptroller of 
Development and Welfare in the West 
Indies, 1944-47. 

Mr. Desmond Heap, LLM, LMTPI; 
Comptroller and City Solicitor to the Cor- 
Poration of London, 

Sir George Pepler, CB, P-PTPI, FRICS; 
Planning 
Singapore ; Chief Technical Adviser, Minis- 
try of ‘Town and Country Planning, 1943-46. 

Sir John Wrigley, KBE; until recently, 

oint Deputy Secretary, Ministry of Housing 
and Local Government. 

In addition, Sir William Holford, FRIBA, 


Adviser to the Government of 
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VPTPI, Professor of Town Planning, Univer- 
sity College, London, and Honorary Town 
Planning Adviser to the Secretary of State 
for the Colonies since 1947, -nd Mr. G. 
Anthony Atkinson, BA (Arch), ARIBA, Col- 
onial Liaison Officer, Building Research 
Station, Department of Scientific and Indus- 
trial Research, are members of the Panel. 


The Secretary of State did not lay 
down specific terms of reference for the 
Panel but has left it to the initiative of 
Sir William Holford and Mr. Atkinson, 
in consultation with the staff of the Colonial 
Office, to decide on what matters the 
Panel or individual members of it may 
usefully and appropriately be consulted. 
The Panel has met twice to consider 
planning and housing in the Federation 
of Malaya, and to advise on housing 
policy in the African territories. Among 
those present at the first meeting were 
Mr. T. A. L. Concannon, FRIBA, 
AMTPI, Federal Town Planner, and 
Mr. E. G. Gardner, ARIBA, Assistant 
Director (Building), Public Works Depart- 
ment, Malaya; at the second meeting, 
Mr. A. E. S. Alcock, MICE, MTPI, 
Town Planning Adviser, and Mr. S. A. 
Evans, Permanent Secretary (Housing), 
Ministry of Local Government and Hous- 
ing, Gold Coast, were present. 


At the same time, the Secretary of 
State, in consultation with the Directorate 
of Scientific and Industrial Research, 
decided to widen the duties of Mr. G. 
Anthony Atkinson. Since his appoint- 
ment in 1948, Mr. Atkinson has travelled 
extensively in the Colonial ‘Territories 
and has gained a wide experience of 
Colonial housing and building needs. 
As a result, his advice has been increasingly 
sought on general housing and building 
matters, as distinct from building research. 
The shift of emphasis has been recognised 
by appointing Mr. Atkinson to the dual 
post of Colonial Liaison Officer, Building 
Research Station, and Housing Adviser 
to the Colonial Office. 


COMPETITIONS OPEN 


HOSPITAL AT DOHA, PERSIAN GULF.  Pro- 
moted by the Government of Qatar, Persian Gulf. 
Premiums: £1,250, £1,000 and £750. Assessor: Mr. 


Alexander, S. Gray, FRIBA. Closing date: August 15. 
Last day for questions: March 31. Conditions from 
Captain J. E. Stone, CBE, MC, FSAA, Hon. Secretary 
and Treasurer, Internatisnal Hospitals Federation, 10, Old 
Jewry, EC2. January 23, 1953. 


DWELLING ACCOMMODATION, MARINE 
PARADE, DOVER. Promoted by the Dover Corpora- 
tion. Premiums: 1,000 gns., 500 gns., 250 gns., 150 gns., 
75 gns., 50 gns. Assessor: Mr. Arthur W. Kenyon, 
CBE, FRIBA, DisTP, MTPI. Closing date : September 
10. Last day for questions : June 15. Conditions from the 
Town Clerk, Town Hall, Dover. May 22, 1953. 


EDUCATION BUILDINGS, SHEFFIELD. Pro- 
moted by Shefficld University. Premiums: £5,000, 
£3,000, £2,000. Assessors: Sir Percy Thomas, 
P-PRIBA, Mr. F. R. S. Yorke, FRIBA, and Mr. Gerard 
Young, Pro-Chancellor, Sheffield University. Con- 
ditions from Secretary to the competition, The University, 
Sheffield (Deposit £2). Last day for questions : March 14. 
Closing date : October 31. February 13, 1953. 


OFFICE BUILDING, DUBLIN. Promoted by the 
Dublin Port and Docks Board. Premiums: £700, 
£500, £200, £100. Assessors : Mr. John \1. Fairweather, 
P-PRIAI, Mr. Vincent Kelly, BArch, P-PRIAI, FRIBA, 
and Mr. Alfred E. Jones, FRIAI. Closing date : November 
2. Last day for questions : June 2. Conditions from the 
Secretary, Dublin Port and Docks Board, Westmoreland- 
street, Dublin. May 22, 1953. (U.K. architects eligible 
only if practising in Eire). 

Date at the end of each paragraph indicates the issue 
of “‘The Builder’? in which details of the competition 
appeared. 
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ROYAL FINE ART 
COMMISSION 


‘* Monumentalising”’ of Office Blocks 
and Power Stations Criticised in 
Annual Report 


TT'HE report of the Royal Fine Art Com- 

mission for 1952 (HMSO, price 6d.) 
states that the problems with which the com- 
mission has been concerned have again 
covered every aspect of designed environ- 
ment that is subject to public control, from 
sections of the Jarge-scale county develop- 
ment plans that are still in process of sub- 
mission to the Minister of Housing and Local 
Government, down to the smaller items of 
street furniture, and from the preservation of 
ancient monuments to proposals embodying 
the most experimental types of new construc- 
tion. 

The interest of the commission in the de- 
velopment plans for counties and county 
boroughs arises, states the report, mainly 
from their effect on cities and towns whose 
architectural character specially deserves 
protection. Where changes are required in 
such places, whether they be designed to 
improve traffic conditions or the standard of 
housing or for other purposes, the most 
careful study is required to ensure not only 
that any new work is sympathetic in scale 
and character to that already existing but 
also, and as far as possible, that it is at 
least as good an example of contemporary 
design as the older work was of its own 
period. The alignment of new streets should 
be considered, for example, not only from 
the point of view of traffic flow but also 
from that of the opportunity offered by 
newly formed sites for buildings and groups 
of buildings of good shape and quality. The 
commission have examined a number of de- 
velopment plans with the town maps accom- 
panying them, and in many cases further 
consultation will take place as the intentions 
of local planning authorities are crystallised. 

Among the building projects that have 
come before the commission, special men- 
tion is made of two classes, conspicuous 
both by their bulk and their practical im- 
portance—office blocks on the one hand, 
power stations and gas works on the other. 

In spite of obvious radical differences they 
have one problem in common, the report 
continues. Their colossal size suggests « 
monumentality traditionally reserved for 
buildings of religious or other civic purpose. 
Neither office buildings nor power stations 
can claim high significance on an emotional 
plane and to “monumentalise” them is 10 
debase the currency of architectural values 
and to incur the risk of rendering the 
buildings themselves ridiculous. In most 
cases -where these exceptionally large build- 
ings are required, whether for routine ad- 
ministration or for housing equipment and 
machinery, the desire for monumentality 
should, in the commission’s opinion, be 
strongly resisted. The real problems are cf 
a subtler kind. An office block requires a 
special delicacy in its architectural treat- 
ment to dissipate the oppressive effect of the 
“human filing-cabinet,” both in respect of 
those who use the offices and of the passer- 
by. 


BUCKLERSBURY HOUSE 


A recent and acute example has been 
Bucklersbury House, a block of offices to 
be erected immediately west of Wa!brook in 
the City of London, a project of capital im- 
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portance which must to some extent set a 
precedent for further reconstruction in the 
City. The commission pressed for a sub- 
stantial reduction in the proposed volume 
of this building, but was overruled by the 
planning authorities and was obliged, there- 
fore, to confine its efforts to the mitigation 
of the overwhelming effect which such a 
building is bound to have on its surround- 
ings. After protracted discussion and as a 
result of close and sympathetic co-operation 
of the architects substantial improvements 
were achieved. The commission, however, 
cannot approve the decision to allow what 
it considers to be over-development to pro- 
ceed in City sites of this kind. 

In the case of power stations or gas works 
the report says that a straightforward ex- 
pression of the practical requirements is 
usually xsthetically the best. In this respect 
the commission has noted continued im- 
provement in the standard of design of 
power stations, and this improvement is asso- 
ciated with the more general employment 
of architects. The problem of gas works 
is more difficult, but the commission, with 
the help of the Gas Council, is trying to 
get a similar policy adopted for them. 

The commission continues to advise the 
Ministry of Transport on the design of 
bridges. Two recent cases in Wales have 
raised comparatively new problems. With 
the curtailing of expenditure on roads and 
bridges, many existing bridges which are too 
narrow for the current volume of traffic can- 
not be reconstructed for some time to come. 
In certain cases as an interim, but probably 
long-lived, means of widening the carriage- 
‘way existing footways are eliminated and a 
separate footbridge constructed alongside. 
Such footbridges, if designed with elegance 
and lightness, can form attractive foils to 
the older road bridges, but where, as in the 
case of Llanfaes, Brecon, the old bridge has 
some special claims as an ancient monu- 
ment, it is hoped that this kind of com- 
promise will be really temporary. 


STREET FURNITURE 


In regard to the design of street furniture 
the commissioners are now consulted, under 
procedure agreed with the Ministry of Trans- 
port, in all cases where, in their opinion. 
the improved lighting on trunk roads is 
likely to affect the architectural character of 
any particular town or village on the route. 
The problem is largely one of scale, and the 
possibility of reducing the mounting height 
of lamps in special cases below the standard 
25 feet is being discussed. In many in- 
stances the present height seems just to 
break an all-important sky-line. But it is 
not only a matter of height; the massiveness 
of many types of modern Jamp standard 
makes them inappropriate for the older 
towns and villages, and in a number of cases 
the commission has pressed for the adoption 
of a less obtrusive type, even if this has 
sometimes meant a special allocation of steel 
for the purpose. Similar consultations have 
continued where improved lighting has been 
required over bridges of architectural in- 
terest, and in several such cases the local 
authority has agreed on the advice of the 
commission to provide specially designed 
equipment. 

Another problem closely allied to that of 
street furniture is the layout and detailed 
design of small public open spaces in 
urban surroundings. The commission has 
noted with concern the present tendency to 
introduce into city centres a type of small 
garden that, at its best, can only be con- 
sidered appropriate for suburban develop- 
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ment. In London there are examples in 
Russell-square and Knightsbridge, not to 
mention more temporary versions in Picca- 
dilly and the Strand. This kind of design 
with its rubble walling, crazy paving and 
thin finicky ironwork is unworthy of such 
sites. Where it is impossible or undesirable 
to provide such natural elements as large 
trees or grass lawns, a more sober use of 
stone for walls and pavements and of iron 
or wood for gates, fences and seats would 
be preferable. 

One of the difficulties that face the com- 
mission in dealing with matters affecting 
places of special architectural interest is that 
of deciding which places qualify for excep- 
tional treatment, and in order to make full 
use of its powers to initiate consultation with 
the authorities concerned, the commission 
must rely to some extent on special local 
knowledge. In this connection the he!p 
given informally by the Council for the Pre- 
servation of Rural England and by the 
Georgian Group is gratefully acknowledged. 


MECKLENBURGH-SQUARE 


The report goes on to say that the pre- 
servation of the architectural character of 
an area is one of the main problems with 
which the commission is concerned. Among 
the matters referred to it in which such pre- 
servation has been of major importance has 
been the design of the new building on the 
north side of Mecklenburgh-square.- <A 
hostel or a block of flats by its nature de- 
mands repetition of units both vertically and 
horizontally while a Georgian square or ter- 
race provides a sharp differentiation at each 
storey level and repetition only horizontally. 
It would be unreasonable to expect a hostel 
to look like a Georgian terrace, but where 
it is to be seen in combination with such a 
terrace, as in Mecklenburgh-square, some 
sympathy in scale, texture and colour seems 
desirable, and it is hoped that this will in 
fact be achieved in this case. 

In London another problem of interest is 
that of Chelsea Embankment, where the 
borough council had been considering the 
reconstruction of the river wall above Bat- 
tersea Bridge on a new alignment, continuing 
that below the bridge and eliminating the 
picturesque “bay” with its moored river 
craft, for the sake of a new strip of public 
open space on the landward side. The pro- 
posal has now been shelved for five years, 
and the commission hopes that any eventual 
reconstruction will not depart substantially 
from the present alignment. 

In the City the commission was consulted 
by the Bank of England on the detailed 
treatment of a new building east of St. 
Paul’s, but only after general planning 
approval had been given. 

In addition to the preservation of archi- 
tectural character the commission has con- 
tinued to advise on the preservation or 
restoration of actual buildings. The City of 
London agreed not to permit reconstruction 
of the attic storey that had been added in 
the late nineteenth century to Wren’s Chapter 
House in St, Paul’s Churchyard, a building 
much damaged during the 1939-45 war. On 
the proposed reconstruction of the Guildhall 
roof the commission supported a departure 
from Sir Horace Jones’s nineteenth-century 
hammer-beam trusses. 


TEMPLE BAR 


Two preservation problems of special pub- 
lic interest have engaged the commission's 
attention, states the report. One is the future 
of Temple Bar, now at Cheshunt, which the 
City is anxious, mainly for historical reasons, 
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to have back in London. If ever Temp 
Bar is re-erected in modern London, it wij 
be more of an ornament than a real gate. 
way; and although the Temple site is cop. 
sidered the best of those so far suggesteg 
the commission would have preferred to see 
it maintained, in good order, in its presen; 
retired position in the country. 


A second question of principle was raiseg 
by the case of Fitzharris House, Abingdon, 
where a building of local historical apg 
architectural interest was handed over to the 
Ministry of Supply on the understanding 
that it would be maintained. It was made 
weather-proof, but during three years of pro. 
tracted argument between the local autho. 
rity, the Ministry of Supply and the Ministry 
of Works, the interior, already in bad cop. 
dition, was allowed to deteriorate still fyr. 
ther; its restoration had to be abandoned op 
financial grounds, and it is to be demolished, 
This is one of the more glaring examples of 
a tendency which the commission has noted 
with regret, to allow buildings to deteriorate 
unnecessarily while the problem of their 
future is under discussion, thus strengthening 
unfairly the argument for demolition. Ip 
such cases it is the moral duty of the autho- 
rity responsible to keep the building weather. 
proof and to protect it against trespass or 
internal collapse. 


During the past year the commission has 
viewed with concern the mounting volume 
of destruction of buildings, especially large 
houses, of outstanding architectural and his. 
torical importance. In many cases such 
destruction has been brought about by mis 
guided planning proposals, and the commis. 
sion state that they can only deplore this 
change in direction of a movement that 
started early in the century with the very 
object of preserving as much as possible of 
our scenic and architectural heritage. 


19th-CENTURY BUILDINGS 


The commission is particularly interested 
in the preservation of nineteenth-century 
buildings of merit, in which there is not yet 
the same popular interest as there is in those 
of earlier periods. Recent cases, not per- 
haps of major importance, concerned Ful- 
ham Palace, where advice was given against 
undue interference with Butterfield’s Chapel 
interior, and Bedford, where an assurance 
was asked for, and given by the Prison Com- 
mission, that certain architectural features 
removed for the sake of public safety from 
the old gaol, should be restored in due 
course. The unsympathetic reconstruction of 
the upper part of Charing Cross Hotel has 
been noted with regret; both the Hotels 
Executive and the Railway Executive have 
been asked to discuss with the commission 
any future proposals that may affect the 
more important railway buildings. 

The report is signed by Lord Crawford and_Bal- 
carres (Chairman), John Betjeman, Lionel Brett, Lous 
de Soissons, Frederick Gibberd, Sir William Halcrow, 
Sir William Holford, Edward Maufe, Sir Thomas 
Merton, Lord Methuen, Henry Moore, J. M. 
Richards, A. E. Richardson, A. C. Richmond, John 


Summerson, Geoffrey F. Webb, John Wheatley, 
Charles Wheeler and Godfrey Samuel (Secretary). 





APPOINTMENT OPEN 


Tue British Standards Institution re- 
quires an architect to lead investigations 
into the applications of modular co-0f- 
dination to building. The appointment 
(advertised in this issue) is for two years 
and possibly longer. Salary range, £ 1,200 
to £1,500. Applications to the Establish- 
ment Officer, B.S.I., 24, Victoria-street, 
London, SW1. 








14 1953 


Temple 
n, it will 
‘eal Zate- 
e is con- 
Uggested, 
d to see 
S present 


aS raised 
bingdon, 
ical and 
€T tO the 
Standing 
aS made 
S of pro. 
l autho- 
Ministry 


ission 
t the 








Aucust 14 1953 


THE BUILDER 


View from the west. 


Telephone Manager's Office, Crouch End Hill, NW 


DESIGNED IN CHIEF ARCHITECT’S DIVISION, MoW 


Architect-in-charge 


F. W. HOLDER, BArch, FRIBA G. 


i ws provide accommodation for the telephone 
manager and staff of the Post Office serving the 
north area of London, this building is planned as 
a single L-shaped block, with a frontage of 125 ft. 
to Crouch End Hill, NW, and extending in a curve 
to the rear to about 260 ft.; this curve is planned to 
follow the line of a projected new road. The accom- 
modation consists of four floors of offices above the 
ground, a sub-ground floor, which owing to the 
natural fall of the ground is lit by windows on one side 
only, and a basement. The sub-ground floor con- 
tains the rooms to which the general public have 
access, staff canteen with french windows to the court- 
yard, and kitchens. Lavatories are planned to face 
the courtyard, with plumbing on the one-pipe system 
in an internal duct which has access from the central 
corridor on all floors; rainwater pipes are similarly 
concealed. 

The structure is steel-framed with upper floors 
and roof slab of hollow tile construction. External 
walls are faced in hand-made sand-faced Bucking- 
hamshire bricks, with raked joints. Internal partitions 
generally are of hollow block construction. The 


Clerk of Works 
T. R. HODKISSON 


Builders 
GEORGE WIMPEY AND CO., LTD. 


building was designed in the Chief Architect’s Division 
of the Ministry of Works by Mr. F. W. Holder, BArch, 
FRIBA. Mr. E. A. Lorton, in the Chief Engineer’s 
Division, has been responsible for the heating and 
ventilation services; the lift installation, lighting, power 
and telephones were the responsibility of the Engineer- 
ing Department of the Post Office ; and the Clerk of 
Works was Mr. G. T. R. Hodkisson. Photographs 
used, other than the lower one on page 243, are 
the copyright of the main contractors, Messrs. George 
Wimpey and Co., Ltd., Hammersmith Grove, W6. 
Principal sub-contractors were : 

Asphalt tanking, Ragusa Asphalte Paving Co.; steel- 
work, Dorman Long and Co., Ltd. ;_hollow tile floors and 
roof, F. Bradford, Ltd. ; asphalt roofing, Excel Asphalte 
Co., Ltd. ; felt roofing and cement tiles, F. McNeill, Ltd. ; 
natural stone, Bath and Portland Stone Firms, Ltd. ; 
reconstructed stone, W. C. Richardson, Ltd.; facing 
bricks, H. J. Greenham, Ltd. ; wood block flooring, Hollis 
Brothers ; terrazzo, Marriott and Price, Ltd.; metal 
windows, Senlac Metal Casements, Ltd. ; flush doors and 
general joinery, J. Styles, Ltd. ; oak faced doors, R. Cattle, 
Ltd. ; plumbing and drainage, Matthew Hall and Co., Ltd.; 
and heating, Benham and Sons, Ltd. 
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Second-floor plan. 
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First-floor plan. 
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The south front. 


View looking west into internal angle. 


TELEPHONE MANAGER'S 
OFFICE, LONDON, NW 





te | 


_ Photogruph : MoW copyright. 
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View of front elevation. 


Married Officers’ Quarters, Kingston-on-Thames 


Architects 
STROUD AND NULLIS, AA.RIBA 


Quantity Surveyor 
Jj. B. LATHAM, ARICS 


Builders 
WALKER (TOOTING), LTD. 


General Foreman 
J. TAPNER 


| ow quarters are sited in the south-east corner 

of the grounds of the Territorial Army Head- 
quarters, Portsmouth-road, Surbiton, and are bounded 
on three sides by a fence. 


The problem was to design six flats for housing 
officers of the Regular Army who administer local 
Territorial units. Four three-bedroomed flats and 
two four-bedroomed flats were required, the area 
of the four smaller flats to be 1,150 sq. ft. and the 
area of the two larger to be 1,250 sq. ft. 


It was decided to give the living, dining and main 
bedrooms a south-west aspect, and kitchen, etc., 
a north-east aspect, and this, together with considera- 
tion of length of service and drainage runs, determined 
the placing of the block on the site. The ground 
surrounding the block is to be grassed and planted 
with some flowering trees. 


All flats are served from a central staircase, and 
separate tradesmen’s entrances have been arranged off 


the half-landing to the staircase. ‘The tradesmen’s 
entrance gives access to a yard which is ventilated to 
the open air by an unglazed opening. Small dustbins 
are kept in this yard and are emptied daily into larger 
bins kept in a dustbin enclosure outside the block. 


Laundry facilities are provided in each kitchen by 
means of a large wash tub (combined with sink), 
hinged drainer with wash-boiler underneath and gas- 
heated drying cabinet. 

The hall in the “‘ living quarter ”’ half of the flat has 
been made wider than in the ‘‘ sleeping quarter ’”’ half, 
and the two halls are separated by an arched opening 
to cut down the tunnel-like effect of this long passage. 


Construction.—External walls are 134 in. load bear- 
ing brickwork. Spine and cross walls are of 9-in. 
brick except for the party wall between flats on second 
and third floors, which is 11-in. cavity construction. 
Floors are of patent precast concrete construction. 
The roof is of timber with double Roman clay tiles. 
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Detail of entrance. The doors 

are in Sapele mahogany, 

stained and varnished, with 
sycamore glazing beads. 
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View in living-room. 
Fireplace surround 
and book-cases are 

built-in in all flats. 
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The staircase is of reinforced concrete. Partitions 


are 24 in. hollow breeze block. 


External finishes.—Walls faced with Ockley medium 
multi-facings. Balcony balustrades to yards are 
of Pluto board, painted ultramarine. Windows are 
of metal throughout and in wood frames on all eleva- 
tions except the north-east. Windows are painted off- 
white and wood frames grey. All down pipes are 
painted grey. Main entrance doors are of Sapele 
mahogany stained and polished, with polished syca- 
more glazing beads. Window cills and dressings to 
bow windows, entrance doors, etc., are of cast Portland 
stone. Boot lintols are painted with white Snowcem. 


Internal finishes—The main entrance hall is paved 
with 9 in. by 9 in. buff quarry tiles. Staircase treads, 
risers, and landings are finished with granolithic 
and walls are finished with grey cement glaze. Ceilings 
and staircase soffits are distempered ivory. Floors in 
flats are finished with thermo-plastic tiles. Walls and 
ceilings are distempered except kitchens, bathrooms 
and w.c.’s which are painted with emulsion paint. 
The staircase balustrade is of square and round section 
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mild steel rods with polished hardwood handrail. 
Circular rods are picked out in a light green and 
square bars in a light brown paint. 


Fittings —All bedrooms have built-in wardrobes 
with shoe cupboards below. Bedroom No. 2 has a 
lavatory basin with mirror and shelf over. Living- 
rooms have a built-in bookcase and fireplace surround. 
Kitchens are provided with a dresser and work top, 
larder, drying cabinet, wash-boiler, wash-tub, sink, 
draining boards, gas cooker, and point for either gas 
or electric refrigerators. Cookers stand on a base of 
quarry tiles to facilitate easy cleaning. 


Services —Domestic hot water is obtained from an 
instantaneous gas water heater in the kitchen. Heating 
is provided by a built-in gas fire in the living-room 
and bedroom No. 1; a gas radiator in the hall; and 
built-in electric wall panel fires in the dining-room and 
all bedrooms except the smallest, which has an electric 
power point. Service pipes are carried internally in 
a duct behind the bath with a full-length access panel 
in the larder. Public lighting to the main staircase 
and externally is controlled by an automatic time 
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View from living- 
room into dining- 
room. 


switch in the cupboard under the staircase. Following 


is a list of sub-contractors : 


Sanitary fittings, Broad and Co., Ltd. ; tiled surrounds 
to fireplaces and electric fires, Broad and Co., Ltd. ; light 
fittings, General Electric Co., and Troughton and Young ; 
ironmongery, Comyn Ching and Co., Ltd.; gas installa- 
tion, South-Eastern Gas Board; ‘Thermoplastic tiles, 
Semtex, Ltd.; cement glaze, Robbs Cement Enamel 
Finishes, Ltd. 
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Electrical installation, Oakey and Lee and South-Eastern 
Electricity Board ; cast stone, Girlings Ferro Concrete, 
Ltd. ; r.c. floors, Smith’s Fireproof Floors, Ltd.; metal 
windows, Broad and Co., Ltd. ; 


Joinery, Ltd.; m.s. balustrade, Clark, Hunt and Co., 


flush doors, Jayanbee 


Ltd. ; larder ventilators, Greenwood and Airvac ; paints, 
I.C.I., Ltd. : emulsion paint, Hadfields (Merton), Ltd. ; 
distempers, Walpamur, Ltd. 


MARRIED OFFICERS’ 
QUARTERS, 
KINGSTON-ON-THAMES 


Kitchen. 


247 








THF BUILDER 


House At Beaumont Hill, 
Great Dunmow, Essex 


Architect 
BASIL I. BRIGGS, ARIBA 


Builders 
R. AND G. HITCHING, LTD. 


HIS house, although designed and approved by the 
local authority in 1949, was not commenced until 
November, 1951, owing to the delay in obtaining the 
necessary building licence. The work took approximately 
six months to complete at a total cost of £2,550. 


The main living accommodation was planned on the 
ground floor as for a bungalow, but use has been made of 
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the large roof area by the provision of two further bedrooms 
at first-floor level. These upstairs rooms have partially 
sloping ceilings and have, in fact, proved very attractive. 


The sliding partition between the parlour and living- 
room on the ground floor enables these areas to be combined 
when the need arises. 


The main external walls are of traditional 11-in. brick 
cavity construction, the exterior being finished with cream 
Tyrolean plaster. The roof is of normal timber frame 
construction and is covered with dark brown concrete 
plain tiles. Bricks are sand-faced red facings—z2 in. to 
chimneys and window cills and 2%in. to plinth. All 
windows are standard steel casements in wood frames, 
with the exception of the oval window in the front gable. 
The flooring to ground floor rooms consists of oak blocks 
to living-room, parlour, entrance hall and bedrooms, one 
and two with 9-in. by g-in. Accotiles to passage, bathroom, 
w.c., kitchen and larder. The main sub-contractors were as 
follows: 

Roof tiling, County Borough Building Supply ; windows, Colchester 
Steel Construction Co.; flooring, Accotile Floor Co.; plumbing ; 


Blower Bros.; electrician, B. J. Poulter; joinery, Wheelers, Ltd., 
paints (internal), Hadfields, Ltd. ; (external), Permoglaze. 
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BRAZILIAN ARCHITECTURE 


Building Centre Lecture 


1 age was a large attendance at the 

Building Centre, London, on July 29, 
when Professor Alva de Souza gave a 
lecture on Brazilian architecture. Mr. F. R. 
Yerbury presided. | 

Professor de Souza, who is a professor 
of architecture in the University of Rio de 
Janeiro, said that from the first the wide 
range of climates and various topographical 
and geological features found in different 
parts of Brazil had forced builders to 
fnd solutions in which economic factors 
played an important part; nevertheless, 
although Brazil was immensely rich in 
timber of the highest value for construc- 
tion, there was an almost total absence of 
wooden buildings. ‘This was perhaps to 
‘be explained by the fact that the Por- 
 tuguese were, by tradition, builders in 
stone. Brazil began as a Portuguese 
colony, and churches, convents, govern- 
ment buildings and other works intended 
to endure were carried out in stone, while 
eatly domestic building was in adobe, i.e., 
mud plastered over a wooden framework. 


Practical experience applied to the 
traditional background produced works 
of a particular charm, and the architecture 
remained colonial until the ‘end of the 
eighteenth century, but was modified by 
local conditions of material and workman- 
ship. Although the aboriginal contri- 
bution was less important than in Peru 
or Mexico, negroes, river Indians and half- 
breeds made their influence felt. 


Coming to modern times/ Professor de 
Souza said that the architects of Brazil 
had been confronted with the character- 
istic problems of to-day and had faced 
those problems with the intention of 
getting results that would be useful, 
economical, lasting and yet pleasing to the 
eye. They had broken with the standards 
of what passed for tradition, perhaps 
because they were not hampered by the 
legacy of a thousand years of culture and a 
famous past. 


The country’s youthfulness was re- 
flected in its modern buildings. | Cheer- 
ful residences, bathed in light, clean cut 
in design, pure of line and tending towards 
airiness and transparency were some of the 
typical features of Brazilian construction 
work, The most daring conceptions were 
admissible: the designs of Oscar Nie- 
meyer, for example, showed an intrinsic- 
ally new mode of expression enriched by 
an amazing inventiveness. 


A little more than 20 years ago Lucio 
Costa, as Director of the National School 
of Fine Arts, had infused an enlivening 
spirit into the teaching of architecture in 
Brazil, and from that time isolated and 
faltering experiments with a new archi- 
tecture had begun to be made. A little 
later, influenced by Le Corbusier and the 
Bauhaus, the younger architects of Brazil 
had thrown themselves Leart and soul 
into work which was as much a crusade 
a an expedition into uncharted domains. 

any early attempts were ill-fated, but 
a trail was blazed towards an authentic 
orm of expression. Brazilian archi- 
tecture to-day was eminently original 
and well adapted to the local material and 
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to the human and spiritual conditions of 
the country. 


Speaking of town planning, the lecturer 
said that traffic was a terrible problem in 
Brazilian cities; the urban centres had 
not been planned to support the traffic 
of to-day. In Rio de Janeiro the diffi- 
culty was made worse by the long distances 
that vehicles had to cover. But in the city 
of Sao Paulo the layout of the city had 
been largely brought up to date by Presto 
Meis, an expert in town planning. In 
1954 this city would commemorate the 
fourth centenary of its foundation. An 
international exhibition was being pre- 
pared, and the work was going ahead on 
buildings for exhibitions, auditoriums, 
monuments, etc. 'This was another oppor- 
tunity to test the capacity of Brazilian 
architects and the validity of their powers 
of creation. 


IAAS 


Recognition of Examinations 


(THE Incorporated Association of Archi- 

tects and Surveyors has announced that 
the National Joint Council for Local 
Authorities, on the recommendation of the 
Local Government Examinations Board, has 
approved the Association’s examination in 
the quantity surveyors’ section of member- 
ship for inclusion in the “ List of examina- 
tions recognised for promotion purposes.” 
It was further approved that the examination 
should be recognized in the same way as the 
final examination of other technical examin- 
ing bodies, and local authorities have been 
notified accordingly. 


One of the implications of this recogni- 
tion is that the passing of the IAAS inter- 
mediate examination (quantity surveyors’ 
section) confers eligibility for promotion in 
local authority service to posts designated 
“ professional” up to APT iv. Passing of 
the final examination confers eligibility for 
promotion to Grade APT iv and higher 
grades, provided that the officer has had five 
years’ approved experience. ; 


Similar recognition has already been ac- 
corded to the IAAS examinations in the 
building surveyors’ section. 


Symposium on Testing of Timber 


UNDER the auspices of the Joint Committee 
on Materials and Their Testing, the IAAS is 
sponsoring a Symposium on the Testing and 
Stress Grading of Timber to be held on 
September 22 at the Institution of Civil En- 
gineers, Great George-street, London, SWI. 


The four papers to be presenfed are: 
“* Methods of Test of Small Clear Specimens,” 
by F. H. Armstrong, MSc. (Forest Products 
Research Laboratory); “The Testing of 
Structural Components and Structural Units,” 
by J. G. Sunley (Forest Products Research 
Laboratory); “The Mechanical Testing of 
Sawed Timbers and Application of Data to 
Stress Grading,” by W. J. Smith (Forest Pro- 
ducts Laboratory, Canada); and “ Strength 
Studies of Timber in the Development of 
Structural Timber Grades ” (Forest Products 
Laboratory, U.S.A.). 


Those wishing to attend should notify the 
General Secretary, IAAS, 75 Eaton Place, 
SW1, from whom advance copies of the 
papers (price 1s. 6d. each) will be available 
towards the end of August. 
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OBITUARY 
H. M. FLETCHER, MA, FRIBA. 


WE regret to record the death, on 
August 7, of Mr. Henry Martineau 

Fletcher, MA(Cantab), FRIBA, hon. secre- 

tary RIBA from 1934-39. He was 83. 

Born in 1870, he was educated at Marl- 
borough, and went to Trinity College, 
Cambridge, with a classical. scholarship. 
He was articled to the late Mervyn 
Macartney and, after making a tour of 
Italy and Greece in company with the late 
Sydney D. Kitson, he set up in practice, 
for the most part building country houses. 
Later, with the late Godfrey Pinkerton, 
he designed the harbour offices at Manaos, 
Brazil ; the War Memorial at St. John’s 
College, Cambridge; and what is pro- 
bably his best-known work, Cecil Sharp 
House in Camden Town. He was also 
responsible for additions to his old college 
of Trinity and to Emmanuel College, 
Cambridge. 

No architect ever worked harder for his 
profession than Fletcher. In council and 
committees of the RIBA and on the Board 
of Architectural Education (of which he 
was chairman from 1927-29) he was 
unsparing of himself. He was president 
of the Architectural Association (1918-19), 
Master of the Art Workers’ Guild (1930), 
president of the Franco-British Union of 
Architects (1934), vice-president of the 
Royal Institute of British Architects 
(1929-31) and hon. secretary (1934-39). 
A witty speaker, he spoke splendidly and 
wisely for the art he loved. 


Fj. G. P. MEADEN, LRIBA 


Mr. J. G. P. Meapen, FSA, LRIBA, 
who died recently at the age of 73, was an 
architect of wide experience and great 
practical ability combined with a rare 
knowledge and appreciation of ancient 
buildings. 

He was articled to and took over the 
practice in 1908 of Richard Hill, who was 
an architect and engineer and assistant to 
Isambard Brunel. 

Among his chief works were: Dr. 
Barnado’s Homes, additions ; Mr. Fegan’s 
Homes in London and Boys’ Home and 
Farm at Goudhurst, Kent; Bradfield 
College, Berks, masters’ houses, etc. ; 
factories for Lines Bros., Morden, and 
Lightalloys, Ltd., Acton; London Chest 
Hospital, extensions; and Missions to 
Seamen. 

For many years he assisted the late 
Sir Walter Tapper and Sir Mervyn 
Macartney and on the death of the latter 
took over some of his work. More 
recently he was associated with Mr. 
W. Godfrey Allen, FSA, FRIBA, in the 
restoration of war damage at Exeter 
Cathedral and in a number of other works 
including the removal of the fittings, 
woodwork, etc., from the City Churches 
during the late war and in their subse- 
quent reinstatement. He acquired great 
knowledge of the City Churches and was 
architect for the restoration of St. 
Stephen’s, Walbrook, which is now almost 
complete, and for St. Nicholas Cole 
Abbey. 

He was also closely connected with the 
excavation of St. Augustine’s Abbey, 
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Canterbury, and produced a detailed plan 
of the ruins. He was a Fellow of the 
Royal Society of Arts and an Associate of 
the Institution of Structural Engineers. 


E. H. EVANS, FRIBA 


WE RECORD with regret the death of 
Mr. Ernest Hollyer Evans, FRIBA, which 
occurred at Dorchester on August 12. 
He was 77. 


Mr. Evans began his architectural 
education by being articled to Sir Ernest 
George, RA, and he also studied at the 
Architectural Association, where he sub- 
sequently became a member of the teaching 
staff. His work was mainly in the sphere 
of domestic architecture, and he under- 
took a number of alterations and additions 
to large country houses. He was also 
responsible for estate work at West 
Mersea and at Sittingbourne. 


L. E. WALKER 


WE REGRET to record the death at 
King’s Lynn, Norfolk, on August 5, of 
Mr. L. E. Walker, who was associated for 
many years until his retirement, some time 
ago, with Messrs. J. H. Kerner-Green- 
wood and Co., Ltd., of King’s Lynn, 
first as engineer and latterly as general 
manager. He was trained as an architect, 
and before taking up a business career 
worked in the offices of the late Sir 
Reginald Blomfield and the late Sir Guy 
Dawber. The loss of an eye a few years 
ago caused him much inconvenience and 
suffering, which he bore with admirable 
fortitude’ He did much, by example, to 
amprove the quality of technical publicity, 
engaging some accomplished artists to 
illustrate his firm’s advertisements, not- 
ably Mr. Leonard Squirrell, a regular 
exhibitor at the Royal Academy. He had 
a most agreeable personality, and will be 
sadly missed by many friends in the 
architectural profession and the building 
industry. 


N. A. TRENT, RBS 


WE REGRET to announce the death of 
Mr. Newbury Trent, RBS, which occurred 
at his home in London on August 2, at 
the age of 67. Mr. Trent designed and 
executed the memorial to King Edward 
VII at Brighton. He received his training 
an art at the Royal College of Art, South 
Kensington, and at the Royal Academy 
Schools. Besides the memorial to King 
Edward VII at Brighton, he executed war 
memorials at New Barnet, Beckenham, 
Wanstead, Ilford, Tredegar, and Wallsend, 
and the recumbent effigy of Dean Pigou 
in Bristol Cathedral. 


W. S. TRY 


THE DEATH occurred on August 6 of 
Mr. W. S. Try, founder and governing 
director of the old-established building 
firm of that name, of Cowley, Uxbridge, 
Middlesex. 





INSTITUTE FELLOWSHIP 


THE FELLowsuIP of the City and Guilds 
of London Institute has been conferred 
upon Mr. Robert T. James, OBE, MICE, 
partner in the firm of R. 'T. James and 
Partners, consulting civil engineers, West- 
minster. ‘ 
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A section of the road in course of construction with the stock piles, batching and mixing 
plant in the background. 


LEAN CONCRETE IN ESTATE ROAD CONSTRUCTION 
AN EXPERIMENT AT CRAWLEY NEW TOWN 


[XN the spring of 1952 the Chief Engineer’s 

Department of the Crawley Develop- 
ment Corporation was faced with the prob- 
lem of providing roads and sewers for the 
Langley Green Neighbourhood Unit by the 
autumn so that sites could be opened up for 
house construction. The area involved was 
240 acres andthe site development contract 
called for 54 miles of estate roads. 

Since time was a vital factor and hardcore 
supplies were difficult to obtain, it was 
decided to construct the major proportion 
of the roads with a rolled lean mix concrete 
base. 

The carriageways are of 22 ft., 16 ft. and 
13 ft. widths, and the concrete is generally 
8 in. deep, although this depth was increased 
to 10 in. for roads scheduled as bus routes. 
The concrete was laid between steel forms 
set direct on the formation. It was placed 
in two equal layers, each being evenly spread 
with a surcharge of about } in. to allow for 
compaction. Particular care was taken to 
avoid segregation by additional mixing by 
hand where this might be necessary. 

Compaction of the concrete was carried 
out with a 24-ton roller. During the course 
of the work heavier rollers, up to 6 tons in 
weight, were tried, but they did not improve 
on results given by the light roller. 

The concrete had an aggregate/cement 
ratio of 14:1 by weight with a water/cement 
ratio of 0.7 which included an allowance of 
0.1 for evaporation losses during the trans- 
porting and placing of the concrete during 
the hot summer weather. 


Aggregate Used 


The aggregate used was a Thames ballast 
blended at the pit to give a 14 in. down 
grading with approximately 35 per cent. 
passing a 3/16 in. sieve. It was soon estab- 
lished that deliveries of aggregate maintained 
an almost ‘constant grading and thereafter 
grading checks were carried out only at 
weekly intervals. 

Benford Regulus continuous-type mixers 
were used, each with a capacity of about 
180 cu. yd. per day. 

Every ten days a complete check was made 
at the mixers to determine the aggregate/ 
cement and water/cement ratio being used. 
This was done by analysis of the wet mix 
discharged by each mixer and also by 








noting the weight of aggregate and cement 
passing through the mixer in a given time, 

The work was carried out under summer 
conditions and no expansion joints were 
formed in the lean concrete. Construction 
joints were formed by extending the bottom 
layer 2 ft. beyond the top one, the upper 
layer being finished with a vertical face 
against a stop end. 

After the final rolling the surface was 
immediately sprayed with bitumen emulsion. 
Any small areas which had to be left 
temporarily unsprayed for convenience of 
rolling on the following day were cured with 
wet sand or waterproof paper. 


Traffic Restricted 


No traffic was allowed on the lean com 
crete for seven days after spraying, and for 
a further period of seven days traffic was 
restricted to that absolutely necessary fer 
the laying and rolling of the tarmacadam 
surfacing. 

Work on the roads began on June 25, 
1952, using only one Benford Regulus com 
tinuous mixer. On July 28 a second mixer 
of the same type was brought into use and 
from then until completion on September 
12 both mixers were used. 

In a period of 24 months, some five miles 
of lean concrete base were laid, the total 
quantity of concrete poured in roads being 
13,000 cu. yd. 

The cost of this type of construction, 
states the Cement and Concrete Associatiot, 
is largely dependent on the availability of 
aggregate supplies. It was found on this 
particular contract that the cost of a leat 
concrete road with a tarmacadam surface 
was comparable with a similar surface on4 
hardcore base, and the ratio of cost of 
labour, plant and materials was found to bt 
10:18:72. Moreover it has been show) 
by measurements carried out by the Roal 
Research Laboratory that the riding qualifj 
of the finished road with a lean concrelt 
base is markedly superior to that with 4 
hardcore base. 

The work was carried out under th 
direction of the late Mr. A. J. W. McIntosh, 
BSc, MICE, MIMechE, then Chief Engines 
to the Crawley Development Corporatol 
The contractors were Messrs. 
Wimpey and Co., Ltd. 
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PRACTICE ARBITRATION AT THE halen 
Claim on Delay of Completion of Building 


Reproduced below is the second part of 
the proceedings of the Practice Arbitration, 
held in conjunction with the Institute of 
Arbitrators, which took place at the Archi- 
tectural Association last session. The first 
part appeared in our last issue, and the two 
remaining parts will be published in sub- 
sequent issues of “ The Builder.” 


Mr. R. BuILDER, called 
Examined by Mr. Fox-ANDREWS 


Q. You are the Contractor who entered 
into a binding contract on November 1, 
1949, for the erection of a block of 40 
fats for the Swapping Borough Council 
for the sum of £75,000? A. Yes. 

Q. You obtained possession of the site 
of November 7, 1949? A. Yes. 

Q. By March of 1950, for reasons beyond 
your control, you found it extremely difficult 
to obtain the necessary carpentry force; the 
works were delayed for eight weeks, and an 
extension was given for that period? A. 
Yes. 

Q. What was the position after March 
of that year? A. I was still short of carpen- 
ters. I applied to the local office of the 
Ministry of Labour and the local branch 
of the Amalgamated Society of Wood- 
workers, the two accepted sources of such 
labour, but neither could give me any further 
men. 

Q. As a result of that, did you make 
inquiries elsewhere? A. Yes. I had a con- 
tract nearing completion at Salisbury, and I 
asked whether some of the men would (sub- 
ject to paying lodging allowance, occasional 
fares home and the London rate) come to 
this contract at Swapping, and six agreed to 
do so. 

Q. What additional cost would be 
involved? A. £4 per week per man. 


Q. Did you inform the Architect of this 
available supply of men? A. Yes, and he 
replied that he could not agree to the extra 
expense being reimbursed to me on the con- 
tract. 


Q. Your‘letter to the Architect is dated 
March 14, 1950, and in his reply, dated April 
1, he says “ The Quantity Surveyor advises 
me that there is no provision in the contract 
under which reimbursement could be made. 
I cannot. see why the client should be asked 
to pay these costs; you surely knew, when 
you tendered, that there is-an acute shortage 
of carpenters in this part of Britain, and I 
Must assume that ‘your rates include for 
bringing carpenters in from a distance.” He 
also refers to your progress as_ being 
“disappointingly slow.” You say that the 
Architect was under a duty, under Clause 18 
of the contract, to give you a further exten- 
sion of four weeks, because the works were 
delayed for that period for reasons beyond 
your control? A. Yes. 


Q. What were your difficulties at about 

Ss time with regard to aggregate? A. 
The suppliers on whose quotation I had 
based my tender were unable to deliver 
aggregate fast enough for the progress of the 
job. I informed the Architect and gave him 
aN estimate of the extension that I should 
want, but told him that by going to a pit 
urther away I could obtain sufficient sup- 
Plies at an extra cost of 5s. per cubic yard. 
He refused to pay the extra amount or to 
extend the contract period. 


Q. There had been no standard increase 
in the price of aggregate at this period? A. 
No. 


Q. To his letter of May 1 the Architect 
adds a postscript “Is Mr. Lagg your last 
word (in the better sense) in Foremen? He 
is the third in three months.” Did your 
changes of foreman hold up* the job? A. 
I do not think so. I have the right to 
change the foreman, subject to the Archi- 
tect’s permission, which was given. The 
Clerk of Works did not get on well with 
the first one, and it was to our mutual 
interest that he should be changed. The 
second was taken seriously ill after a 
week. I agree that the third had an unfortu- 
nate name. 


Q. The Clerk of Works changed fairly 
frequently on this job, did he not? A. Not 
so frequently as we should have liked. 


Q. The next ground on which you claim 
an extension relates to the nominated elec- 
ttical sub-contractor. On September 30, 
1949, you wrote to the Architect “I shall be 
glad if you will kindly let me have, as soon 
as possible, your instructions for placing the 
orders with all nominated sub-contractors.” 
Were the electrical sub-contractors named 
by the Architect? A. Not until the end of 
the following June, when I told him that the 
job had been at a standstill for three weeks, 
and drew his attention to the clause in the 
contract which gave me power to determine 
the contract should the work be held up 
by lack of a sub-contractor for a month. 
That brought a prompt reply, giving me 
instructions to place the order with Electrics, 
Ltd. They were not on the job within the 
month, but I did not want to cause unneces- 
sary trouble to the Architect; if I had deter- 
mined it, he would have been finished so 
far as the Swapping Council were concerned. 
But I expected him to do the decent thing 
by me and pay me the extra expense in 
which I had been involved, and I was stag- 
gered when he would not even grant a proper 
extension of time. 


Q. You say that the work had been held 
up for three weeks. Was that for any other 
reason than the failure of the Architect to 
give you instructions? A. No. 


Q. In his letter of June 30, the Architect 
denies that the standstill can be attributed 
to this cause and says “ your recent slowing 
down and subsequent virtual stopping of 
work have been caused by the site organisa- 
tion difficulties which you have recently been 
experiencing.” Is there any truth in that? 
A. None. 


Q. Messrs. Electrics, Ltd., 
work on July 14? A. Yes. 


Q. And you have never received any exten- 
sion of time by reason of that delay? A. 
No, but the Architect granted a small exten- 
sion for what he considered to be their delay 
after they arrived. In fact after they arrived 
they did their best to catch up the lost time. 


commenced 


Q. So in all you claim that under different 
clauses of this contract the Architect should 
have extended the completion date for 
14 more weeks than he did? A. Yes. 


THE ARBITRATOR: I understand you to say 
that if the Architect had been a decent Archi- 
tect he would have done so? A. I did not 
say that. I said that I did not invoke my power 
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to determine because I did not want to get 
the Architect into trouble with his client, 
but I thought that in return he would give 
me an extension of the contract period and 
reimburse my expenses. 


Mr. Fox-ANDREwS: It might be suggested 
by the Architect that you sought an extension 
as a matter of favour and not as a matter 
of right. Which would be true? A. Asa 
matter of right. 


THE ARBITRATOR: It was not a conspiracy, 
then! 


Mr. Fox-ANDREWS: Liquidated damages 
at £60 per week for 14 weeks, £840 
in all, were deducted from Certificate 19 
onwards? A. Yes. 


Q. You claim that sum. What additional 
expense were you put to by having to remain 
on the site for an additional 10 weeks by 
reason of the Architect’s failure to give you 
instructions? A. I estimate my expenditure 
at £104 per week. 


Q. There was a wage increase in February, 
1951. What additional expense were you 
put to between February of 1951 and May 
5 of that year? A. I cannot tell you the 
exact figure, but it has been agreed with 
the Quantity Surveyor. 


Q. It is £102. You also claim that sum? 
A, Yes. 


Q. On the completion of most of the work 
in May, 1951, did you receive instructions 
from the Architect about the decorations? 
A. He asked that the wall and ceiling decora- 
tions be deferred. 


Q. Was that in his letter of May 20? A. 
He gave oral instructions before then, I 
think through the Clerk of Works. 


Q. In his letter of May 20 he says “ Now 
that your work is at last complete, I propose 
to recommend to the Swapping Borough 
Council that one half of the retention money 
be released. The Defects Liability Period 
will operate from May 5. I must inform 
you, however, that in my opinion you could 
reasonably have completed the work by 
January 27, 1951. . . . I am advising my 
clients to deduct damages for non-completion 
from this Certificate.’ He goes on to say 
“IT wanted the plaster to dry out for at least 
seven months, and I shall be asking you 
to carry out the internal decorations some 
time in December next.” Were you sub- 
sequently notified of the date, and did you 
begin the work on December 30? A. Yes. 


Q. During the progress of this work, which 
was completed on March 8, 1952, was there 
: further wage increase? A. Yes, 2d. per 

our. 


Q. You claim total expenses of £1,878 odd, 
which includes the rise in wages? A. Yes. 


THE ARBITRATOR: The Architect, in his let- 
ter of May 20, refers to the release of one 
half of the retention money. Is that on the 
whole contract sum? 

Mr. Fox-ANDREWs: Yes. 


THE ARBITRATOR: It therefore includes the 
retention in respect of the decorations? 

Mr. Fox-ANDREWs: Yes. The practical 
completion of this contract was accepted by 
the Architect as being May 5, 1951, the 
Defects Liability Period running to Novem- 
ber 5. By his conduct the Architect has 
bound his Principal, and no defects appear- 
ing after the decoration work was done can 
carry defect liability. 


THE ARBITRATOR: What happened after 
November 5? Was the remaining half of 
the retention money released? 
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Mr. Fox-ANDREWS: Yes. 


THE ARBITRATOR: Was 
released by a Final Certificate? 

Mr. Fox-ANDREWS: We say that it is the 
Final Certificate. (To the witness): After 
you had completed the decoration work, 
were you informed that the standard of the 
workmanship and materials was below that 
contracted for? A. Not for a long time 
afterwards. They were quite satisfied with 
the work at the time it was done. I heard 
about the complaint about three months 
later, by telephone. 


Q. You never received written instructions 
to examine the work and put it in good 
order? A. No. 


Q. What do you say about the standard 
of the materials and workmanship? A. 
The materials were the best obtainable and 
the labour was reasonably satisfactory. 


Q. With regard to the Counterclaim, you 
deny for a number of reasons that you are 
in any way indebted to the Respondents? 
A. That is so. 

Q. Look at. Certificate No. 20 (handed), 
which was made out on the date of the deter- 
mination of the Defects Liability Period. 
What sum, if any, was withheld at that 
date? A. By the Architect, only the cost 
included in the original tender for the wall 
and ceiling decoration but the Swapping 
Council deducted £60 per week for the 
period that I was considered to be over my 
contract time. 


Cross-Examined by Mr. MCNAIR 


Q. When you tendered, you said you 
would complete in 52 weeks? A. Subject to 
the provisions for extension. 


Q. In fact you were 26 weeks longer than 
you expected, which is half as much again? 
A: Yes. 

Q. Does it often happen that you need 
extensions which take half the _ contract 
time? A. I am afraid that it is fairly com- 
mon in these post-war years. 

Q. Fairly common with you or in the 
trade? A. Generally. 

Q. I suppose that on no occasion has it 
ever been your fault? A. No, never. 


Q. Was this delay for 26 weeks all the 
fault of the Architect? A. No, much of it 
was due to circumstances over which 
neither of us had control, and therefore the 
contract provided for extension. 


Q. Take your claim for delay under 
Clause 18. Have you read the contract? 


A. Yes. 
Tue ARBITRATOR: Very unusual! 


Mr. McNair: Clause 18 (a) says: “If in 
the opinion of the Architect the Contractor 
shall be unable for reasons beyond his con- 
trol to secure such labour and materials as 
may be essential .. .” The operative words 
are “ beyond his control.” Do you say that 
all this delay of 16 weeks was caused by 
matters beyond your control? A. Beyond 
my reasonable control, yes. 


Q. Do not let us interpolate anything. The 
words are “ beyond his control.” A. But 


the balance 


I always understood that the contract was to . 


be interpreted reasonably. 


Q. I suppose that in your tender’ you esti- 
mated a reasonable price for the aggregate? 
A. Based on a quotation from a supplier. 


Q. You do not suggest that there was any 
increase in the market price of aggregate? 
A. No. 
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Q. If you cannot get the material at the 
price on which you have tendered and have 
to go elsewhere and pay more, normally you 
take that on yourself? A. The man could 
still supply me, but not fast enough. 


Q. Why do you suggest that the Swapping 
Council should reimburse you because you 
tendered at too low a price? A. I did not 
tender at too low a price, but some time 
elapsed between the preparation of the 
tender and the supply of the material, and 
when the time came the supplier could not 
meet my requirements. I gave the Architect 
the option either to pay the extra or to wait 
a little longer for the job. 

Q. It did not occur to you to pay the 
extra? A. No. 

Q. You had an extension of eight weeks 
for carpenters? A. Yes. 


Q. You say the delay was 12 weeks, which 
means another four weeks. If, therefore, 
you had been able to get these six men, I 
take it they could have done the work you 
wanted done in four weeks. If they would 
be away from their homes only for four 
weeks, why did you have to provide for 
visits to their homes? A. They are 
entitled to go home at week-ends. 


Q. Is that a trade union regulation? A. 
No, but it is an agreed procedure between 
the master builders and the unions, and it is 
right that they should. 


Q. I suggest that in neither of these 
instances have you shown that the delay was 
beyond your control. I suggest part of the 
delay was due to your inefficient organisa- 
tion. How often did you visit the site? A. 
Personally, once a month, but my contract 
supervisor went twice a week. 


Q. If you visited the site only once a 
month, you must have only a hazy idea of 
the actual organisation by the foreman? A. 
No, I can sum it up, and I get weekly reports 
from my contract supervisor. 


Q. How long did you stay on your 
monthly visits? A. A couple of hours. 


Q. Do you know Kate’s Café? A. 
I have noticed it in passing, but I am not 
interested in the products they sell. 


Q. Perhaps you are interested in the pro- 
prietress, Miss Armadillo? A. No. 


Q. I suggest that your visits wére largely 
spent in the company of Miss Armadillo? 
A. No. 


THE ARBITRATOR: How is this relevant? 

Mr. McNair: He has said that his organ- 
isation on the site was efficient. If he went 
there only once a month and spent most of 
the time in the company of this lady, I ask 
you to say that he is not a good witness 
whether the organisation was or was not 
efficient. 


Mr. Fox-ANDREWS: I object. You are 
not determining the issue of whether Mr. 
Builder does or does not like tea in the com- 
pany of Miss Armadillo. 


Mr. MCNAIR (to the witness): Do you 
say that the fact that you had three foremen 
during this period had no effect on the time 
you took? ‘A. There was a slight slowing- 
up at the change-over, but the last man was 
so good that he caught that up in four weeks. 


Q. The Architect or his Clerk of Works 
had to talk to you or your foreman several 
times about delays? A. My first foreman 
and the Clerk of Works did not hit it off. 
The Clerk of Works was a very domineering 
type. He did not know his job thoroughly, 
and people like that make themselves 
officious. 
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THE ARBITRATOR: Did you never take him 
to the Cosy Café? A. No. 

Mr. McNair: You say you had a delay of 
ten weeks due to the failure of the Architect 
to appoint an electrical sub-contractor. Yoy 
know that you have to ask specifically jp 
writing for such an appointment? A. Yes, 


Q. Are you saying that your letter of Sep. 
tember 30 was such a specific request? 4. 
Yes, that was my normal procedure. 

Q. Is it your normal procedure, when yoy 
expect that work is about to become due, 
to do nothing about it? A. No. 


Q. Apparently you sat back for three 
weeks contemplating your opportunity to 
break the contract under Clause 20 and did 
nothing? A. The Architect had numeroys 
verbal reminders. 


Q. Did you tell your Counsel about this 
when he took your instructions at an earlier 
stage? A. Yes. 

Q. It was never suggested in your examina- 
tion-in-chief? A. No. 

Mr. Fox-ANDREWS: Of course not, It 
was left to my friend to elicit this damaging 
evidence against himself! 


Mr. McNair: Why did not you mention 
in your letter of June 28 that you had made 
a number of verbal inquiries? A. He knew 
all about it and I think was in difficulty with 
his clients. 

Q. Would not it have been more appro- 
priate to say “I have to draw your attention 
once more to the fact....”? A. If I had 
known that things would come to this stage 
I would have worded the letter differently. 


Q. How is it that this caused ten weeks’ 
delay? There were three weeks before you 
wrote the letter of June 28, but a month 
after that the electricians came on the site? 
A, Yes, but the job had been running slowly 
before it came to a standstill. 


Q. In fact it was only a fortnight before 
the electricians came on the site, which 
makes five weeks. Where do you get the 
other five from? A. Prior to that we were 
not making real progress. 


Q. That was because of trouble with your 
foremen and your bad organisation? 4A. 
No, we had got over the foreman trouble. 


Q. What about the aggregate? A. The 
supply of aggregate was becoming 
immaterial. We had the formwork up to the 
first floor and could not go further because 
the electric conduits had to be laid before 
we concreted the floor. Not being able to 
concrete, I did not want any aggregate. 


Q. Do you say that the materials you used 
for the decorations were perfectly proper? 
A. Yes, from people with whom I have dealt 
for many years. 


Q. Do you know that those decorations 
have had to be done again? A. I am told 
so. I did not inspect them when they were 
said to be in a faulty state, but I should 
think it was due to lack of ventilation in 
these flats, which made the place damp. You 
get a lot of condensation if you do not open 
the windows, particularly at that time of the 
year. 


Q. Are you saying that you never had any 
written observations about the decorations? 
A. I cannot recall the receipt of any com- 
plaint in writing. 

Mr. Fox-ANnpDREws: If you have a letter, 
doubtless you will produce it. 

Mr. McNair: I would not have the letter. 


Mr. Fox-ANDREWS: No notice to produce 
has been served. 
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Mr. McNAIR (to the witness): I put it to 
ou that a letter was written to you in April, 
1952, in which you were told that all the 

intwork was coming off the walls and 
that the Architect attributed it to your bad 
workmanship and materials? A. He may 
have written that letter, but I cannot trace 
receiving it. 


Mr. McNair: Can I have the last 
Certificate? 
THE ARBITRATOR: Is that a_ Final 
Certificate? 


Mr. McNair: I deny strongly that it is. 
It merely certifies that a certain sum is due 
on account of works, and then there is a 
description of work under the contract. 
That is the form that all the Certificates 
take, is it not? A, Yes, except for the note 
on the back. 

Q. The note on the back says that the 
figure of so much has not been reduced by 
the amount which may be deducted for dam- 
ages under Clause 17 of the contract. In 
fact he was handing you what is known as 
retention money, was he not? A. Retention 
money and the difference between the 
amount previously certified and the account 
which had been agreed with the Quantity 
Surveyor. 

Q. You only say it is a Final Certificate 
because you had the last of the retention 
money? A. I had all the money due to me 
except the claim for delay, which was 
knocked off by the Council, and the amount 
for the painting—all the money other than 
the items in dispute. 

Q. The only reason the Architect paid 
that was out of grace, feeling that it was 
bad luck that you should not have the 


tgtention money released to you? Did he 
tell you that that was the reason? A. No. 
| He did not have to give any reason. I was 


entitled to it under the contract. 


Q. Does this Certificate suggest that it 
is in final satisfaction? A. No. The word- 
ing does not usually go so far as that. 


Q. In fact you knew at that time that 
you still had the decorations to complete? 
A. Yes, but I had completed all the work 
other than that which I had been instructed 
not to do for the time being. 


Q. People could not live in these flats 
until the decorations were done. -A. Oh, 
yes, They were palaces compared with what 
they had come out of. 


THE ARBITRATOR: It seems to me that 
the Certificate must be final in the sense 
that the contract sum is settled plus any 
variations which may have taken place. 


Mr. McNAirR: The contract sum is settled, 
but the purpose of a final settlement is 


| that it should be, and it must be made clear 


that it is, in final satisfaction as far as the 
order is concerned. It is a little odd that 
a Certificate should be treated as a Final 
Certificate when the decorations, which are 
going to cost nearly £2,000, have still to 
be done, bearing in mind the previous history 
— matter and the correspondence to 
te. 


THE ARBITRATOR: That you will no doubt 
deal with later. 


The witness withdrew. 


Mr. Fox-ANDREWS: That is the case for 
the Claimant, Sir. 


Mr. McNair: I do not propose to address 


! you in opening. I shall call my evidence 
» straight away. 


(To be continued) 
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APPROVAL OF COUNTY 
DEVELOPMENT PLANS 


Plea for Speed-up and Simplification of 
Technical Procedure 


TTENTION is drawn to the detrimental 
effect of the two-year time-lag between 
the submission of a county development 
plan and its approval by the Ministry, and 
a plea made for the simplification of tech- 
nical procedure to save time, effort and 
money, in an article in the current issue 
of the Town Planning Institute’s Journal. 
The article is by Mr. P. O’N. Thorpe, chief 
assistant planning officer to the Berkshire 
County Council, and, although it it based on 
the experience of that authority, Mr. Thorpe’s 
comments are aimed at effecting general im- 
provements in this sphere of planning. 
The author states that in reviewing the 
Berkshire experience of the preparation, sub- 
mission and approval of the county develop- 
ment plan, one is struck most forcibly by 
the importance of the time factor. The time- 
lag of virtually two years between submis- 
sion and approval, no matter how inevitable 
it may be on account of the necessary pro- 
cedures it involves and the current limita- 
tions on the number of staff available, is 
bound to have a detrimental effect, particu- 
larly from the point of view of the public. 
For most practical purposes the public is 
represented by business and professional 
men, who expect quick, firm decisions. A 
lengthy period of uncertainty as to the fate 
of published planning proposals, or of ob- 
jections made to them, is not only detri- 
mental to the interests of those concerned 
but becomes bad propaganda for the plan- 
ning machine. 


From the point of view of the contents 
of the plan itself, undue delay is also detri- 
mental; it must be remembered that the pro- 
posals contained in a plan submitted in 1951 
are probably based upon surveys made two 
or three years earlier, and that the time-lag 
between the technical formulation of the 
plan and its final publication may in effect 
be as much as five years. This has been 
found to have repercussions, particularly in 
relation to programme maps. Programmes 
devised in 1949-50 in many cases will have 
been completed by the time the plan is pub- 
lished in 1953. A fairly simple remedy 
appears to lie in the preparation of a pro- 
gramme based for its first period on, say, 
eight years instead of five, but it has been 
found in practice that developing authorities 
are reluctant to commit themselves to pro- 
jects even for five years ahead. The tend- 
ency is therefore for the published pro- 
gramme map to illustrate as its first period 
programme, projects which have been 
started or even completed, and to lump all 
other outstanding items of development in 
the second period. 


Calculating Housing Demand 

Incidental to this difficulty of program- 
ming it may be noted in relation to land 
allocated for residential purposes in the 
Berkshire Plan, that although the future esti- 
mates of population size made for the pur- 
poses of these allocations appear to be 
working out fairly well in practice, the rate 
at which the allocations are being used up 
is higher than anticipated. This is no doubt 
due in part to the recent intensification of 
building programmes; it reflects also, how- 
ever, a deficiency in the normal methods cf 
calculating housing demand for town map 
purposes, and draws attention to a deficiency 





253 






in research data as to the rate of increase 
of household groups in a given population. 

It seems clear that to ensure the publica- 
tion of a “live” plar xing scheme, continual 
effort must be made to seduce unnecessary 


delays at all stages. This presupposes that 
the balance between the essential need cf 
full consultation and consideration in the 
preparatory stages and the need for quick 
progress must be most carefully held; that 
the administrative processes must. be kept as 
simple and direct as possible at all stages; 
and that any device that leads to the simpli- 
fication of technical procedure should have 
the most careful consideration. 


In the matter of technical procedure, Mr. 
Thorpe continues, any device which simpli- 
fies the production and reproduction of plans 
would, it seems, be worthy of consideration, 
even though some reconsideration of the re- 
quirements of the Minister’s regulations 
might be called for. For example, the pro- 
duction of separate town maps and pro- 
gramme maps does not appear necessary, if 
the method approved in the Berkshire Plan 
of overprinting the programme information 
on the town map is used. In practice it 
seems that the demand will be for the pro- 
gramme map as giving the full story, but 
the town map, will still have to be reproduced 
for sale. Saving of paper and printers’ time 
and cost would appear possible here. 


Standard Legend Sheet 


Similarly the method [which the Minister 
declined to accept] of using a standard com- 
prehensive legend sheet for each type of map 
has much to recommend it from the point 
of view of economy in time taken in pre- 
paration, printing costs and convenience, If 
adopted, such standard sheets could be 
printed in bulk and be used by all] planning 
authorities, and the present laborious draw- 
ing-office process of drawing out individual 
sheets for each map, carried out either by 
the planning authority or the printer, 
eliminated. The appropriate sheet can easily 
be attached as required to a particular map 
or could be issued loose to serve for a com- 
plete set of maps, as are those for certain 
editions of Ordnance Survey maps. The 
argument advanced that confusion might 
arise through the appearance on a legend 
sheet attached to a town map for, say, New- 
bury, of a notation describing land allocated 
for the underground working of coal does 
not appear very convincing. 

The author adds that, in general, on 
grounds of economy of time and cost one 
feels that a strong plea should be made that 
anyone who may consider instigating what 
may in itself be only a trivial alteration to 
a printed plan, should be satisfied as to its 
absolute necessity, and consider not only the 
work involved in amending that particular 
document but also the train of similar altera- 
tions to other documents which may be set 
in motion. A multiplicity of alterations on 
a particular map may well involve the com- 
plete remaking of printing plates and thus 
destroy any possible economy in the re-use 
of previously prepared printers’ material. 

In conclusion, in view of the high cost of 
printing, the suggestion is made that it might 
well prove that for a small capital outlay 
local planning authorities could equip them- 
selves to deal with true-to-scale reproduc- 
tions in, say, three colours, utilising their 
existing staff. The ability to run off copies 
of maps as regards, albeit less perfectly re- 
produced than by a professional printer, 
would, it is suggested, clearly be a conveni- 
ence and economy for the authority. 
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Figures for First 


number of permanent houses completed in Great 
20,466 in June, 1952. 


HOUSING PROGRESS REPORT 


THE BUILDER 


Half of 1953 


Britain during June was 26,598, compared with 


In the first six months of 1953, 145,304 permanent houses were completed compared with 
110,964 in the same period of 1952. Detailed figures at the end of June were: 


PERMANENT HOUSES AND FLATS COMPLETED 




































GREAT BRITAIN ENGLAND AND WALES 
Post-war Post-war Completions 
total to Completions | Completions total to Completions in 1953 
June 30, in in 1953 to June 30, in June, to 
1953 June, 1953 June 30 1953 1953 June 30 
Local authoritiest ... .--| 1,104,042 20,145 113,277 954,326 16,523 95,444 
Private builders ti al 205,005 5,160 25,012 195,427 4,856 23,859 
Housing associations... cat 11,874 520 2,078 11,076 472 1,901 
Government departments ... 35,745 711 4,434 32,731 599 4,092 
War destroyed houses 
rebuilt— ’ 
(1) Local authorities nr 9,375 23 8,585 — 23 
(2) Under licence ... a 35,534 62 480 35,151 60 478 
Total rae eee} 1,401,575 26,598 145,304 1,237,296 22,510 125,597 
























PERMANENT HOUSES AND FLATS UNDER CONSTRUCTION 








GREAT BRITAIN ENGLAND AND WALES 












Under Under 
construction | construction 


Under Under Under _ Under 
construction | construction | construction | construction 








































at at at at at at 
June 30, March 31, |December 31,) June 30, March 31, |December 31, 
1953 1953 1952 1953 1953 1952 

Local authoritiesf ... ..-| 241,526 232,022 226,976 204,545 195,686 190,496 

Private builders cae = 53,590 45,470 38,579 51,131 43,137 36,139 

Housing associations... se 9,881 6,702 3,843 9,787 6,557 3,690 

Government departments 8,484 9,082 10,078 _ 7,490 8,019 8,898 
War destroyed houses 

rebuilt— 

(1) Local authorities ‘ 61 ies 58 61 72 58 

(2) Under licence ... ee 625 732 724 565 670 662 

7 ss. ..-| 314,167 294,080 280,258 273,579 254,141 239,943 



















































HOUSING SITES 
The position in regard to the acquisition 
and development of permanent housing sites 
by local authorities at June 30, 1953, compared 
with that at July 31, 1945 and that at March 31, 
1953, was as follows :— 





Number of dwellings to be 
provided 





July 31, | March 31,| June 30, 
1945 1953 1953 





Sites of which right 
of entry obtained] 305,230* | 1,480,014 | 1,534,313 


Site development 
.| 107,825 | 1,346,175 | 1,399,408 


begun... “ 
Site development 
completed Bac — 1,166,565 | 1,224,638 














* Estimate. 


NON-TRADITIONAL HOUSES 

With the object of accelerating the rate at 
which houses can be erected a number of non- 
traditional methods of house construction 
have been evolved. The position in regard to 
permanent non-traditional houses erected by 
local authorities at June 30, 1953, compared 
with that at March 31, 1953, was as follows :— 





Number of houses 


March 31, | June 30, 
1953 1953 
On tenders approved ... ..-| 224,778 233,883 
Construction begun ... ..-| 208,721 221,095 
Under construction at end of 
period ons “A ..-| 28,004 31,948 
Completed ps ae ---| 180,717 189,147 











* Cmd. 8906 Housing Return for England and Wales, June 30, 1953. H.M.S.O., price Is. 3d. 
* Cmd. 8907 Housing Return for Scotland, June 30, 1953. H.M.S.O., price Is. 
+ In Scotland includes houses built or being built by Scottish Special Housing Association. 


HOUSING LABOUR FORCE 
A provisional estimate shows that at the end of June there were 308,000 men employed on the 
construction of permanent houses and preparation of housing sites in Great Britain. This 
figure does not include the number of men directly employed by local authorities. 


PERMANENT HOUSES—PRIVATE 
BUILDERS 
The number of houses on licences or 
approvals issued to private persons and the 
number of houses completed have been as 
follows up to the end of March, 1953, and 
June, 1953, respectively :— 





Number of houses 


March 31, | June 30, 
1953 1953 
On licences issued oem -..| 243,095 226,888 
On approval with grant under 
Section 3 of the Housing 
(Financial Provisions) Act, 
1938 (as amended) ... oes 2,739 
Construction begun... ...| 225,072* | 246,558 
Under construction at end of 
period ae aia ost 43,937. 51,131 
Completed aye me. .--| 181,935* | 195,427 





2,849 











* Revised. 
The figures shown above do not include 
houses built in replacement of those destroyed 
during the war. 


HOUSES IN NEW TOWNS 
The progress made in the provision of 
permanent houses by Development Corpora- 
tions established under the provisions of the 
New Towns Act, 1946, up to June 30, 1953, 
has been as follows :— 





Number of houses 
On tenders approved ... ip $i 25,915 
Construction begun... =e as 22,2 
Under construction at end of period... 9,555 
Completed ae ee <i ito 12,712 
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SEWAGE DISPOSAL 


Design of Small Treatment Works 
E Ministry of Housing and Locy 


. . es TH 
HE Housing Progress Reports presented to Parliament as White Papers* by the Minister of T G t has issued : 
“4 Housing and Local Government and the Secretary of State for Scotland show that the ee oe Se 


on principles of design for small domestic 
sewage treatment works (HMSO, price 94) 
which has been sent to local authorities and 
sewerage boards in England and Wales, 

In Circular No. 45/53, which has beep 
issued with it, the Ministry states that the 
memorandum has been prepared in the hope 
that it will be of help to housing and 
sanitary authorities who are faced with the 
necessity for providing, at reasonable 
expense, adequate sewerage for small villages 
or small new housing estates in places wher 
it would be too costly, or otherwise imprac. 
ticable, to drain the houses concerned by 
means of comprehensive sewerage schemes 
serving wider areas. 


The memorandum supersedes Appendix | 
of the Technical Appendices (1951) to the 
Housing Manual, 1949. It has been drawn 
up following experiments and research car- 
ried out recently by the MoHLG, the Wate; 
Pollution Research Laboratory of the Depart- 
ment of Scientific and Industrial Research 
and the Ministry of Works. Advantage has 
also been taken of recent interchanges of 
information, under the auspices of the 
World Health Organisation, between advisers 
of sewage disposal authorities in this and 
other countries who of late have bets 
increasingly concerned with the sanitary 
problems of small communities. The 
Ministry of Housing has, in addition, been 
in touch with the Council for Codes of 
Practice for Buildings (Construction and 
Engineering Services), who have in preparz- 
tion a British Standard Code of Practice 
for Small Sewage Treatment Works, 
to which the memorandum will be compk- 
mentary. 


Special attention is drawn to the need for 
good maintenance if works carried out on 
the lines recommended are to last long and 
work well. The attention of housing 
authorities is also drawn to the importance, 
before the final selection of housing estate 
sites in areas where there is no main drain 
age system at hand, of careful investigation 
into the availability of suitable places for 
sewage treatment and effluent disposal. 


_ It is recognised that in some places exis 
ing or propose development is so scattered 
that it is neither necessary nor practicable 


for public sewers linking a number df 


houses to be laid at all, and the question of 


sewage disposal works being provided by th § 


local authority will therefore not arise. But 


even in these places where the individul § 


householders will continue to be responsible 
for dealing with the drainage from thei 
premises, the circular continues, there wil 
often be need for improving the existing 
arrangements—by, for example, the substitu: 


tion of septic tank drainage for cesspoob™ 
which may leak, overflow, or requit® 
frequent and costly emptying. It is believe 
that the principles of design set out in th 


memorandum will be found usefu! for such 
purposes also. 





Study Group’s Report 
A report has been prepared by a stud) 


group set up by the Association of Buildin ® 


Technicians, 5, Ashley-place, SW!, to cot 
sider the Government White Paper (Cm 


8699) containing the proposed amendmen'> 
to the financial provisions of Part VI of the 


Town and Country Planning Act, 1947. 
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THE BUILDER 


BUILDING RESEARCH STATION 
Technical Queries Answered 


MPHE Building Research Station has 

revived its pre-war practice of issuing 
notes dealing with specific inquiries 
received from the building industry. 
Answers to a selection of recent inquiries 
are given in BRS Digest N. 56 which is 
dated July, 1953. It is reproduced below in 
full, as follows (Crown copyright 
reserved) : — 


USE OF ASHES FOR INSULATION 


Q.—We propose to build a warehouse and 
it has been suggested that the use of ashes 
approximately one foot deep below the sur- 
face concrete might help to retain warmth 
within the building and within the floor 
itself. We have doubts about this matter 
and should be pleased if you would give us 


your comments. 


A.—A layer of hard-burnt clinker, prefer- 
ably free from “ fines,” would help to reduce 
heat loss through a solid floor, if only by 
keeping the concrete drier than it would 
otherwise be. It is, however, hardly possible 
to give precise figures; much depends on the 
area and shape of the floor and on the site 
conditions. If the floor is small or is long 
and narrow in plan, the heat loss round the 
edges will be a high proportion of the total, 
and it is often worth while to consider edge 
insulation. With large floor areas the 
effects of the edge losses are proportionately 
smaller. Probably of more importance 
than the insulation value is the quality of 
the “ashes” it is proposed to, use. Unless 
it is certain that the material is a sound 
hard-burnt clinker it would be advisable not 
to use it as the hardcore filling. 


DAMP PENETRATION THROUGH 
CONCRETE FLOORS 


Q.—AIl the ground floors in this housing 
estate are of concrete on hardcore, and for 
the sake of economy they are finished 
throughout in coloured concrete. In some 
cases the floor coverings laid by the tenants 
get into an unsatisfactory condition. An 
impervious covering such as linoleum seems 
to attract damp, either through rising damp 
or through condensation, and_ rapidly 
develops mildew on the underside although 
uncovered floors appear perfectly dry. Could 
satisfactory results be obtained by mixing a 
waterproofer with the concrete? A remedy 
involving the laying of a surface finish such 
as coloured asphalt or thermoplastic tiles 
would be expensive and we should be glad 
of your recommendations. 


A.—If the floors have no damp-proof 
membrane incorporated in them there is sure 
to be some rising ground moisture. The amount 
may be so slight that it does not produce 
a visibly damp surface whilst there is free 
evaporation, but moisture will tend to collect 
beneath any impervious floor covering such 
as linoleum. Good concrete incorporating 
a waterproofer could be expected to retard 
or arrest the flow of liquid water, but it 
would not prevent the passage of water 
vapour which would pass through the con- 
crete but be retained on the underside of 
an impervious covering. Unless the site is 
a very wet one, thermoplastic tiles, which 
are stuck down with bitumen, are likely to 
be satisfactory. Otherwise the only cover- 
Ings that can be relied on are those that 
form a damp-proof membrane (e.g., jointless 
Mastic based on pitch or bitumen) or are 
Permeable to water vapour but are not affec- 


ted by it. e.g., tiles. This subject is discussed 
more fully in National Building Studies 
Bulletin No. 11 (Revised Edition) “ Floor 
Finishes for Houses and other non- 
Industrial Buildings.” 


CORROSION OF GALVANISED PIPE 


Q.—Galvanised pipe had been laid 25 
years ago about 2 ft. deep across pasture 
fields to supply water. When the supply 
recently began to fail, the ground was 
opened up and it was found that a portion 
of the pipe had corroded resulting in holes. 
I enclose a piece of the pipe that has been 
cut out on which you will notice the nature 
of the soil, the black deposits round the pipe 
and where a hole has occurred. Could you 
explain the reasons for this form of 
corrosion? 


A.—Examination of the sample of galvan- 
ised steel pipe indicates that corrosion of the 
pipe has been caused by sulphate-reducing 
bacteria in the clay soil. This form of 
underground corrosion is fairly common in 
neutral waterlogged clay soils and is caused 
by the activities of anaerobic bacteria that 
are invariably present in sulphate-bearing 
clays. The worst conditions occur in rural 
districts possibly because of waterlogging 
due to lack of drainage. Among the 
methods of protection for metal pipes in 
such soils is the application of a reinforced 
bitumen coating, or to surround the pipe 
with nine inches of sand or gravel to ensure 
aerobic conditions round it. “Report of 
the working party on small diameter water 
pipes,” published by HM Stationery Office, 
price 6d. net, may be consulted for further 
general information. 


CORROSION OF METAL SOIL PIPES 


Q.—Can information be supplied on the 
corrosion that occurs in metal soil pipes or 
in metal connections to we pans through 
the use of proprietary cleansing powders? 


A.—The efficiency of most of the pro- 
prietary cleaners for we pans depends on 
acid attack of the deposits. There is, there- 
fore, risk of attack on metal fittings, includ- 
ing iron, copper, zinc, aluminium, lead and 
on vitreous enamelled components. Brass 
would probably be more rapidly attacked 
than copper; brass fittings would have 
thicker walls, however, and it might, there- 
fore, take longer to perforate them. If 
doses recommended by the manufacturers 
are used and the system is thoroughlv 
flushed, no serious corrosion is likely to 
occur. The risk lies in using larger doses 
than those recommended and in inadequate 
flushing so that some solution remains .n 
contact with the metal pipes or connection. 
A good fall in all metal parts to ensure 
rapid drainage helps to reduce the risk. 


SOUND INSULATION OF SURGERY 


Q.—What are the best ways of providing 
sound insulation in a doctor's surgery (a) 
in new construction and (b) in an existing 
surgery? 

A.—It is assumed that only noise trans- 
mission between adjacent rooms on the same 
floor is to be considered. 


(a) For the partition walls weight is the 
main requirement; they should be of 44-in. 
brickwork if possible, but 3-in. clinker con- 
crete blockwork, plastered 4 in. thick both 
sides would give a reasonable reduction of 
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sound. Timber stud partitions are not 
recomended; if, however, there is no alterna- 
tive, the covering should be % in. to } in. 
plaster on heavy expanded metal lathing. 
Any weak point in a sound insulating barrier 
has a marked influence on the overall insula- 
tion. In surgery partitions, the weakest 
point is usually the doorway. Double doors 
are recommended whenever possible, the 
doors being separated either by an air space 
not less than 6 in. wide (which should be 
lined with sound-absorbent. material) or, 
better still, by a lobby. The sound reduc- 
tion depends on the weight of the door vr 
doors and the extent to which air gaps round 
the edges, and at the bottom, are sealed. 
Doors should be solid wood throughout or 
have thick panels or be covered with sheet 
material, the heavier the better. The air 
gaps can be sealed fairly well by metal 
draughtstrip or rubber strip provided that, 
with the latter material, the door is made 
to close tightly against it. A splayed ur 
rebated threshold is necessary. 


(b) In an existing surgery, alterations to 
the partition walls need be considered only 
if they are of light construction, such as 
timber studding with fibreboard or plain 
plasterboard covering. It may be possible 
to remove the existing partitions and replace 
with brick or blockwork or to reface the 
studding with heayy lath and plaster. It 
will always pay to concentrate attention on 
the doorway and to carry out such altera- 
tions as- may be possible on the lines 
already discussed for new work. 


THERMAL INSULATION OF PLASTERS 


Q.—To what extent can the various types 
of lightweight internal plaster be expected to 
improve the thermal insulation of a building 
and to reduce condensation? 


A.—The internal plaster treatments most 
commonly applied to walls and ceilings to 
improve the thermal insulation or to reduce 
condensation are plasters made by using an 
aeration process or a light-weight aggregate, 
usually exfoliated vermiculite. The density 
of exfoliated vermiculite plasters varies 
from about 28 to 56 lb. per cu. ft. A plaster 
at the lower end of this range would have 
a conductivity of 1.0 BThU/sq. ft./hr./deg. 
F. The effect of adding 4 in. plaster to a 
9-in. solid brick wall with external rendering 
would only be to reduce the thermal trans- 
mittance from 0.45 to 0.37 BThU /sq. ft./hr./ 
deg. F. Such low density plasters indent 
easily, and it is not good practice to apply 
a strong finishing coat over the weak under- 
coat in an attempt to remedy this since the 
setting and drying movements of the finish- 
ing coat would cause cracking and failure. 


Aerated or exfoliated vermiculite plasters 
of the strength necessary to withstand impact 
without damage will add still less to the 
thermal insulation of the structure. Vermi- 
culite plasters are useful in providing an 
internal surface that warms up more quickly 
than dense plaster and is also sufficiently 
absorbent to take up small quantities of 
moisture. The surface finish must, of course, 
be absorptive, e.g., a distemper. 


Where resistance to abrasion and impact 
is not necessary, a significant improvement 
in thermal insulation can be obtained by 
application of asbestos spray. Its density 
ranges from 6 to 12 lb./cu. ft. and a 4-in. 
thick layer applied to a 9-in. solid wall 
would reduce thermal transmittance from 
0.45 to 0.26 BThU/sq. ft./hr./ deg. F. This 
treatment may often be the most convenient 
method of adding insulation. It can also 
absorb a considerable amount of moisture 

















































































256 


and is of value when there is severe inter- 
mittent condensation. 


WORKABILITY AIDS FOR MORTARS 


Q.—I have heard much about workability 
aids for mortar, whereby the addition of a 
small quantity of special liquid makes a 
harsh mix of, say, one part of cement to six 
parts of sand, easy to use. Can you tell me 
anything of this, what it is, how it works and 
how it is used? Do you know if it is 
durable? 


A.—Investigations being made on these 
materials at the Building Research Station 
are not finished, but the following notes go 
some way to answering the questions. 


Substances now on the market as work- 
ability aids for mortar differ widely in their 
chemical composition, but all function in 
the same way. They impart to the mortar 
mix a quality that enables it to entrain air 
in the form of very small, but stable bubbles. 
The stability of the bubbles is most import- 
ant; ordinary wetting agents (similar in 
nature to household detergents) will produce 
bubbles, but these would break down before 
the mortar were all used. 


The proportion of air entrained varies 
over a wide range. Generally speaking, 
about 10 per cent. on the volume of the 
mortar will give workability and cohesion 
to a harsh mix that would otherwise be 
unusable. 


The air-entraining agents are usually sold 
in the form of a solution in water. This 1s 
added to the mixing water in the proportion 
of from 1 to 4 per cent. No special mixing 
technique is required; normal mixing will 
usually introduce sufficient bubbles; control 
can be exercised by specifying the proportion 
of additive and the time of mixing. No 
detailed specification on these points can be 
given beforehand, but the suppliers give an 
indication of the amount of their material 
to be added in various circumstances. A 
trial mix will help to settle these details. 
Entrainment of. more air than is necessary 
should be avoided and mixing stopped as 
soon as the mortar is sufficiently plastic. 


There is no need to restrict the choice of 
sand to one that is normally acceptable for 
mortar; very harsh sands, which would in 
the ordinary way be suitable only for con- 
crete, can produce air-entrained mortar 
that bricklayers and plasterers find easy to 
handle. 


On the question of durability, there is little 
to fear once the mortar has had time to 
harden, provided that care is taken not to 
dilute the cement unduly where severe con- 
ditions are likely to be experienced. In 
- positions where a 1:3 cement:sand mix 
would normally be used, it would be inadvis- 
able to use a leaner mix. For ordinary 
work, where a 1:1:6 or a 1:2:9 cement: 
lime:sand mortar would be specified, a 1:6 
or 1:8 mix of cement and sand with air- 
entraining agent should be satisfactory. 


Little can be said at present about the 
frost resistance of the mortar at an early 
age. From the very limited experience 
available, it would appear to be at least as 
good as that of the cement/lime/sand mix 
having the same proportion of cement. 








Temporary Address 


The (Faculty of Architects. and Surveyors 
- and the Faculty of Surveyors of England 
announce that they have removed to tem- 
porary offices at 67 Oxford-street, London, 
WI1 (Tel.: Gerrard 0021). 
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INDUSTRIAL INJURIES 


Effects of New National Insurance Aci 


(THE National Insurance (Industrial In- 

juries) Act, 1953, will come into opera- 
tion on August 26. This date has been fixed 
by an Order* made by Mr. Osbert Peake, 
Minister of National Insurance. 

The Act makes a number of beneficial 
changes in the scheme of insurance against 
industrial injuries while leaving the main 
structure of the scheme unaltered. There is 
no increase in contributions. 

The ‘ndustrial Injuries scheme, established 
by th ™aiional Insurance (Industrial In- 
juries) Act, 1946, came into operation on 
July 5, 1948. It replaced the Workmen’s 
Compensation Act by a new system of com- 
pensation for accidents at work and for “ pre- 
scribe’ industrial disease. For the first 
time compensation took the form of insur- 
ance benefits under a State-administered 
scheme. 

Immediately after the accident, injury bene- 
fit can be paid for a limited period during 
incapacity for work. This may be followed 
by disablement benefit, which is either a 
pension or a gratuity and which depends on 
a medical assessment of the severity of the 
disablement and not on loss of earnings. This 
basic benefit can be supplemented by various 
allowances. 


The Main Change 


The main change is a relaxation of the 
conditions for disablement benefit. At pre- 
sent it can only be paid if the disablement 
resulting from the accident or industrial 
disease is substantial, that is assessed by a 
medical board at 20 per cent. or more, or 
likely to be permanent, or in some -circum- 
stances both substantial and permanent. 
From August 26 the benefit may be paid 
wherever the disablement is assessed at 1 per 
cent. or more, whether it is permanent or not. 


People who have already had claims re- 
jected because their disablement was neither 
permanent nor substantial may now claim 
benefit from August 26 if there is still some 
disablement remaining. Anyone wishing to 
claim from that date should notify his local 
national insurance office as soon as possible. 

This change does not affect the special 
rules relating to persons suffering from pneu- 
moconiosis or byssinosis. 


Other Changes 


The Act also makes 
changes : — 

(1) Makes the hospital treatment allow- 
ance available to people awarded disable- 
ment gratuities as well as to disablement 
pensioners; 

(2) removes a technical difficulty which at 
present prevents disablement benefit from 
being paid in certain cases from the date 
when injury benefit stops; 

(3) enables industrial death benefit to 
be paid at the higher rate of 37s. a week, 
instead of 20s. a week to certain widows 
whose husbands died as the result of an 
industrial accident or disease, and who are 
aged between 40 and 50 when they cease 
to be entitled to an allowance for a child; 
and 

(4) makes some minor changes in the 
system of adjudication. 

In addition, the Act gives the Minister 


the following 





* The National Insurance (Industrial Injuries) Act, 
1953 (Commencement) Order, 1953 S.I. 1953 No. 
1226 (C4), price 2d. 
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power to make regulations for certain pur- 
poses, including (a) to bring into the scheme 
some classes of people employed on board 
certain foreign ships and aircraft; and (5) to 


make dependants’ allowances available to . 


certain unemployable people who have deen 
receiving workmen’s compensation for in- 
juries sustained before the Industrial Injuries 
Act came into force in 1948. 


ACCIDENT PREVENTION 
Its Relation to the Building Schools 


Qj) PEAKING at a meeting of the London 

Building and Engineering Contractors’ 
Accident Prevention Group recently, Mr. 
E. J. Evmes, of the Brixton School of Build- 
ing, said the school was interested in all 
aspects of the building industry and not the 
least accident prevention in the light of day- 
to-day developments. The purpose of his 
visits to the meetings of the Group were to 
follow closely that which took place, and to 
collect information and pass it on in the best 
way possible. 

It was a question, he said, of trying to 
“get it over” to young apprentices because 
that was where the Group should start. It 


-had been suggested that a number of firms 


should arrange for their apprentices to go 
along to the Safety, Health and Welfare 
Museum to attend lectures, and to give them 
an opportunity of looking around the ex- 
hibits which were so ably displayed in the 
building. He considered that this step would 
provide a very valuable contribution to the 
question of accident prevention and yet felt 
that it was only a part of it. He further 
stated that he believed this link between the 
builders and the College could bring about 
more successfully than anything else the 
application of Safety Precautions. It seemed 
futile to him for the College to do their little 
bit if the builders would not bring the 
apprentices to the Museum. Furthermore, 
it was disappointing to be encouraged on 
one side by the few if so many were left 
out, and he therefore was of the opinion 
that they, as an Association, should make 
some sort of declared policy in the Press 
stating what their wishes were in regard to 
this matter. He thought it should be stated 
that the Group considered it desirable for 
all builders to make provision for all appren- 
tices—not in their last year, but earlier on— 
so that the thing was started properly, then 
the Group could follow on the good work 
at the College because in the past they had 
brought students to the Museum and in fact 
still did so, as did other Technical Colleges. 
There was one other point—he felt they 
should have help in forcing the issue. It had 
been suggested by Mr. R. K. Christy that 
it was the small builder they wanted to get 
as well as the large, and he felt that they 
must use every channel to get at these 
people. 


Mr. Elmes, stated that many members were 
aware of the City and Guilds and their con- 
nection with regard to apprentices. There 
had been set up a consultative committee 
which advise the advisory committees of 
the City and Guilds on what might be in- 
cluded in a syllabus. He suggested that the 
Group might inform the City and Guilds 
consultative committee of their aims in order 
that greater attention might be given to 
accident prevention in all its building craft 
subjects for which examinations were held. 
There was not only the man on the job; 
there was the general foreman as well, and 
safety was as much his job as that of anyone 
else. 
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INQUIRY BUREAU 


Delay by a Nominated Sub-contractor 


Q.—We have followed with interest the 
excelient articles on building contracts in 
your newspaper by Mr. Norman P. Greig, 
and we should be very pleased to receive 
some guidance in connection with a problem 
that has arisen. 

The form of contract in this instance is the 
RIBA, specially adapted for use of local 
authorities where quantities form part of 
the contract. 

In accordance with instructions which we 
received from the architect, we placed our 
order with a nominated sub-contractor, who 
due to various circumstances delayed the 
work on the contract. for nearly three 
months, which of course caused a financial 
loss over this period to ourselves. 

We wrote to the architect pointing this 


out, and asked that a claim should be 


allowed for this delay in the final account. 
He now refers us to Clause 21 (a) of the 
form of contract, and we cannot quite see 
that this clause is relevant. 

Perhaps you would be kind enough to 
let us have your opinion. M. J. 


Mr. Greig writes :— 





A.—The position under the form of con- 
tract mentioned is that if the work be 
delayed on the part of a nominated sub- 
contractor which the contractor has, in the 
opinion of the architect, taken all practicable 
steps to avoid, then the contractor is entitled 
toa fair and reasonable extension of time, on 
giving notice in writing to the architect when 
such a delay occurs (Clause 18). There is, 
however, a duty cast on the contractor to 
use his best endeavours to prevent such delay. 

I do not know whether your correspondent 
did apply for and get an extension of time, 
but he is now claiming to be reimbursed 
for the financial loss resulting from the 
nominated sub-contractor’s delay, a matter 
on which the clause is silent. 

The sub-contractor’s work was, as is very 
usual, done under an order. Had a formal 
sub-contract ‘been entered into it should 
(under this particular form) have contained 
a clause under which the sub-contractor 
would have had to indemnify the contractor 
for the same obligations under the sub- 
contract as those for which the contractor is 
liable under the main contract (Clause 20 
(a) (1)). This is presumably what the archi- 
tect had in mind when referring to this 
clause. 

The point now is (and it would not be 
tight for me to make a prophecy on the 
result) that as a dispute or difference has 
arisen between the parties, the matter of 
the claim for reimbursement for the con- 
tractor’s financial loss should be referred to 
the arbitrator under Clause 27 of this form 
of contract. 


Unwritten Laws for Builders 


Q.—We are seeking information regarding 
unwritten rules connected with building 
work. We wondered if you could help us. 

While carrying out small contracts, the 
contractor claims materials removed, unless 
definitely stated otherwise. For instance, 
a case of laying a concrete floor in the 
Place of a wooden floor, the contractor is 
€xpected to clear all debris and any good 
materials become his property. 

Regarding external painting, in this district 

€ runners of a sliding sash are left 
Unpainted except at the head above the 
Pulleys and about 2 in. above the cill point. 


THE BUILDER 





Could you throw any light upon these 
various customs? 
Ss. R. A. CG 


A.—In the case of a builder or contractor 
carrying out work direct with the client, the 
question of conditions may be different to 
that of the contractor working under the 
authority of an architect who usually covers 
the unforeseen in his specification and sub- 
sequently in the bill of quantities. 

With reference to the point raised, i.e., the 
contractors claim to materials removed, this 
suggestion requires defining. In framing the 
preamble to an estimate, contract or speci- 
fication, it is desirable that the description 
of the work that is proposed should be 
properly explained. In the case cited, that 
of removing a wooden floor, which may be 
worth nothing or, on the other hand, may 
be in fairly good condition, the contractor 
should describe the removing and record that 
the materials recovered will become his 
property and that a credit amount has been 
duly allowed in his estimate. This will stop 
any argument on either side. 

With regard to the fact that the contractor 
is expected to clear all debris, this should 
be clearly expressed by the contractor, even 
if it includes old bricks that could be used 
for hard-core, 

In preparing estimates and the accompany: 
ing specification, it is usual to end the details 
of the work involved by stating the 
following:—*To make good all work 
disturbed. To remove all debris from site 
on completion. To clean the whole of the 
works and leave tidy.” 

If the contract is a decorating one, the 


windows and floors should be cleaned 
and care taken of the furniture, 
covering up where necessary. Where 


materials are recovered by reason of 
the contract, a credit amount should be 
quoted and allowable off the total sum. 
These are old customs. If a contractor 
wants to avoid provocation and subsequent 
litigation, he cannot be too explicit in fixing 
liability in writing. 

With reference to the second part of the 
inquiry in regard to external painting, the 
reason why the runners in a sliding sash are 
not painted is that several coats of paint 
would impede the proper running of the 
sashes. The reason for painting the runner 
two inches up at the cill is to stop the entry 
of water at the joint of the frame and cill 
and the same applies to the head. On the 
other hand one is tempted to ask why is not 
the top of a door painted unless an architect 
specifies the work, which is very seldom. 
Quite a lot could be written on customs, 
small in themselves, yet imperative. 

G. W. H. 


Bomb Site Development 


Q.—As a small builder, I would be grate- 
ful if you could assist me with a problem 
which has arisen. It mainly concerns the 
bombed site of four houses, which forms a 
gap in an existing terrace facing a main 
highway. I am owner of three of the four 
plots, and have requested the owner of the 
fourth (at one end of the gap) either to sell 
his plot to me in order that I might rebuild, 
or to have his house rebuilt at the same time. 

Up to now he refuses to take any action, 
will neither sell nor rebuild, in fact he takes 
no interest whatever in the plot, with the 
result that it has become a rubbish dump 
and a shocking eyesore. There was a party 


wall between us which I wish to be rebuilt 
in the same position. 
arise are as follows:— 


The questions which 
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(a) Can I legally demand that he shall 
reinstate his half of the party wall or re- 
cover the half cost from him? 


(b) Is there any planning authority or land 
tribunal to whom I could apply to assist 
me in purchasing this site, if it is agreed 
that it is in the interests of the immediate 
locality that the gap in the terrace be in- 
filled with one development? My intention 
is to rebuild for private purchase. 

My final question is somewhat the reverse. 
I wish to purchase a site for which the owner 
accepted a total loss payment from the War 
Damage Commission. Again, it is a gap in 
a terrace, but in this case both of the party 
walls, that is on either side of the land in 
question, were rebuilt during the course of 
the war damage repairs to the adjoining pro- 
perty, and the cost met by the Commission. 
The question is:— 

(c) Am I correct in saying that as the Com- 
mission handed back the land to the owner 
the land also carried the benefit of these 
party walls and the owner can in fact rebuild 
and include the use of these party walls 
without payment to the Commission? The 
frontage of the land is from centre to centre 
of each party wall. 


A.—It is not stated whether the sites in 
question are in London (i.e., within the 
LCC area) or outside. However, taking 
the questions in order:— 

(a) Neither in London, nor outside, can 
the adjoining owner be compelled to build, 
even to the extent of a party wall, nor can 
the building owner erect any party wall 
(part of which could, of course, be on the 
adjoining owner’s land) without the latter’s 
consent. In London, under the London 
Building Acts (Amendment) Act, 1939, S.45, 
if the adjoining owner refuses to join with 
the building owner in erecting a party wall, 
the building owner must build an external 
wall on his own land, but can place the foot- 
ings on the adjoining owner’s land, under the 
surface, on paying compensation. 

(b) Yes. If the adjoining owner refuses 
to sell the land, the building owner, if he 
can get planning permission from the local 
planning authority, can ask the local 
authority to purchase the land (under a 
compulsory purchase order, if necessary) 
and re-sell it to him. 

(c) If the site bounded by the centre line 
of the re-erected party walls is purchased, 
then the purchaser gets the benefit of them 
without any further payment. 

WN..?..G. 


Certification Under RIBA Form of 
Contract 


Q.—My query relates to the RIBA Form 
of Contract where quantities form part of 
the contract, with special reference to interim 
and final certificates. 

As I understand it, the duty and power 
to certify payment to the contractor are 
vested in the architect, whereas it is the 
quantity surveyor who has to measure and 
value the work. ; 

My query assumes that the quantity sur- 
veyor has been instructed to prepare all the 
interim valuations of works in progress, and 
to measure and value variation works and 
agree a final account figure with the con- 
tractor as well. That is to say, that, whereas 
one individual measures and values the work, 
it is upon another individual that there falls 
the duty of certifying all payments to the 
contractor. 

While this seeming anomaly seldom causes 
difficulty—because architect and quantity 
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surveyor jointly see to it that no difficulty 
shall arise—yet what of the exceptional in- 
stance wherein the quantity surveyor might 
decline to disclose to the architect, or to dis- 
cuss with the architect, or to justify to the 
architect, the make-up of the sum which he 
(the quantity surveyor) had notified and re- 
commended to a dissatisfied architect as con- 
stituting the appropriate amount which the 
architect ought to certify for payment to the 
contractor? Such an impasse could be per- 
nicious, especially were it to relate to ex- 
penditure of public moneys. 


Should such an instance occur, how, then, 
would the architect stand in the matter? 
Must he certify “ blindly ” what the quantity 
surveyor says? M. M. 


A.—If by the terms of the contract itself, 
the power to measure and value certain items 
for inclusion in the architect’s certificate is 
given to the surveyor, then the architect has 
no right, I submit, to interfere except perhaps 
when he becomes aware of a serious mistake 
or that the surveyor is claiming fees and ex- 
penses beyond those to which he is entitled 
(e.g., much in advance of the RICS published 
scale of fees). In such a case there is justi- 
fication, I think, for the architect to seek 
an explanation, seeing that as the agent of 
the employer he should safeguard the in- 
terests of the employer under his personal 
<ontract of service. 

Under the RIBA Form mentioned, there 
are three duties expressly given to the sur- 
veyor (the one in Clause 22 (a) being of 
much lesser importance than the others) :— 


1. The surveyor is responsible for the 
preparation of the quantities, and is to be 
paid for this work as laid down in the alter- 
native sub-clause adopted, of clause 10. 


2. The surveyor is also, under clause 9, 
to measure and value all variations 
authorised by the architect or subsequently 
sanctioned by him in writing and, again, 
to be paid under clause 10. 


3. The surveyor is to allow for sums 
incurred by the contractor for special 
packing or special carriage, in regard to 
materials or goods from nominated 
suppliers. 


To all these three matters my introductory 
remarks apply. 


As to interim and final certificates, it is 
noticeable that clause 24 (a) says—“ At the 
period of Interim Certificates . . . . interim 
valuations shall be made whenever the archi- 
tect considers them necessary,” and these 
amounts are to be included in the architect’s 
certificate. But the clause does not ex- 
pressly state who is to make the valuations. 

It is customary, of course, where there is a 
quantity surveyor employed under the con- 
tract, for him to supply the architect with 
the material he requires for his certificate; 
but this, I think, does not mean “ blind cer- 
tification” and absolute acceptance by the 
architect of what the quantity surveyor says. 


I think in the case of the services of the 
quantity surveyor being made use of for the 
purposes of both interim and final certifi- 
cates, the architect has a duty, within the 
broad limits already suggested, to question 
the valuations given him. Should the result 
be a delay in the issue of the certificate, I 
suggest that a dispute or difference has arisen 
to be referred to arbitration under Clause 26. 

N. P. G. 


BOOK RECEIVED 


SPECIFICATION. 
(London: 


Edited by F. R. S. Yorke. 
Architectural Press.) Price 30s. 
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DIRECT LABOUR AT 
LEWISHAM 


Council to Abandon Practice for 
Capital Schemes 


L_EWISHAM Borough Council (as reported 

in our last issue) decided on July 29 
to stop building houses and flats by direct 
labour. From now on all council dwellings 
in the borough will be erected by commercial 
firms. 

The decision follows the report of a special 
committee investigating the ten housing 
schemes erected by direct labour since 1947. 
Only one of these schemes was completed 
within the estimated cost, though one of the 
ten, not yet finished will probably be com- 
pleted within the estimate. 

CouNCILLOR F. M. Brock, chairman of 
the housing building committee, said that on 
the ten schemes the total overspending would 
be about £80,000. 

The Socialist minority forced an eight-hour 
debate on July 29 in an unsuccessful attempt 
to save direct labour building, which started 
in Lewisham when they were in power in 
1947. Their main concern, they said, was 
for the 389 men employed by the borough’s 
direct labour force. The Council decided to 
use the force for repair work and mainten- 
ance only, and this decision must mean a 
good deal of redundancy in the force. . 

COUNCILLOR BROCK said that the average 
time for building a traditional house in 
London was 3,300 hours. On direct labour 
housing schemes in Lewisham, where only 
houses were built, the average time per house 
was 4,046 hours. 


Borough Architect’s Comments 


At this meeting the report of the special 
committee, withheld for many months, was 
made public. It declares that the borough 
architect attributes over-spending mainly to 
two things: 

1. Unsatisfactory estimating, in that ‘in- 
sufficient provision has been made for over- 
head charges and “on costs,” and that some 
unit rates, are, or haye been, insufficient to 
provide the cost of both materials and 
labour. . 

: 2 Lack of output, which the borough 
architect suggests has been the largest single 
cause. 

The report then lists the special = 
mittee’s conclusions, after noting they “ 
by no means convinced that either of the mas 
reasons given by the borough architect is 
the complete answer.” 


Committee’s Conclusions 


The committee’s conclusions 
follows: 

(a.) The committee are satisfied that certain 
officials of the Council were aware of 
probable overspending on capital works 
schemes as long ago as October, 1950, and 
by September, 1951, overspending had 
become an established fact. The present 
discrepancies were not reported to the appro- 
priate committee until November 24, 1952, 
and no satisfactory explanation has been 
ne for their concealment until that 

ate. 

(b.) During the period up to. July, 1952, 
there was not any satisfactory consultation 
between the estimating surveyor and the 
building works manager. In the opinion of 
the committee, there should have been such 
consultation at the earliest possible stage. 

(c.) The committee are dissatisfied with 
the method which was used in the prepara- 
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tion of monthly statements (purporting to be 
reconciliation statements), so as to show the 
estimated cost of the work upon permanent 
housing schemes to date as compared with 
the quantity surveyor’s valuation of the 
work done; the differences between these 
two sets of figures have been ignored. 


(d.) The overhead charge in respect of 
holiday pay has apparently been based upon 
a working week of 49 hours whereas it 
should have been based on a working week 
of 44 hours and, further, account was not 
taken of the cost of the holiday scheme 
stamps. 

(e.) In making up unit prices, incorrect 
rates of pay appear to have been used and 
allowances for holiday pay, sick pay and 
overtime working wrongly excluded in some 
cases. 


(f.) It has been discovered that about 1,820 
hours of men employed upon four schemes 
have been charged to other work, such as 
the painting of temporary bungalows, the 
same foreman having been in charge of 
painters at more than one site. 

(g.) The committee feel that the sugges- 
tion which has been made that the estimates 
for capital works schemes were too low 
should not be readily accepted, and they have 
noted the differences of opinion between the 
officers concerned as to what has been the 
practice in the preparation of direct labour 
estimates generally. 

(h.) The incentive payments schemes do 
not seem to have been related to the unit 
prices contained in the bills of quantities. 


(i.) The committee consider that estimates 
of the amount of labour, in trades and in 
time allowed, should have been prepared for 
each building operation. It would then have 
been possible to know, as each scheme 
progressed, whether the work was proceed- 
ing within the prices allowed in the bills of 
quantities. 

(j.) The committee were surprised to learn 
that no authority was obtained for spending 
more than the estimated price on any scheme. 
This stage should have been the point at 
which the report would be made to the hous- 
ing building committée and the finance and 
rating committee. 


BUILDING EFFICIENCY 


Value of Time and Motion Study 


By INTRODUCING time and motion study to 
a housing contract at Dudley, a Midland 
firm of builders claims to have improved 
the building rate, increased the earnings of 
its workmen and reduced overhead costs. 
Mr. J. G. McLean, a director of the com- 
pany, believes that his is the only Midland 
firm of builders to employ time and motion 
study consultants to increase efficiency. 

At the Sledmere estate, where the firm 
is building houses for the Dudley Corpora- 
tion, workmen have for the past five months 
received an output bonus based on their 
performance against standards set by. the 
consultants. 

“The houses are going up faster than 
the average rate, and now that the scheme 
has the confidence of the men they can, 
without difficulty, increase their pay by 50 
per cent.” Mr. McLean said. ‘‘ When 
a job is completed in less than the fixed 
time, they get bonus at the standard rate 
per hour. In addition to his share a fore- 
man receives bonus based on the quality 
of the finished work. It is simply 2 system 
of more pay for higher production which 
should help to reduce the price of houses.” 
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IN PARLIAMENT 
Historic Buildings Act 


AS reported in our last issue, the Historic 
/X® Buildings Act received the Royal 
Assent on July 31. The following discussion 
on the Bill (as-it then was) took place in 
the House of Lords on the previous day. 
Before going into committee on the Bill, 
the EARL OF MUNSTER, who was in charge of 
the Bill for the Government, said that there 
were certain points raised on second reading 
to which he wished to refer. One of these 
points concerned the preparation of photo- 
gaphs and measured drawings of the historic 
buildings which had to be demolished. It 
had been suggested that the Government 
would be wise to take powers to make the 
peparation of such records a condition of 
agreement to demolish. The automatic im- 
position of such a duty would reduce the 
value of a building and might mean the loss 
of money to an owner who had been striving 
0 maintain it, but who, through no fault 
of his own, was forced to give it up. The 
Government were, however, willing to give 
an assurance that would ensure that adequate 
records were prepared before any important 
building was demolished. The Ministry of 
Housing had powers of entry under Section 
103 of the Town and Country Planning Act 
for survey purposes, and they were satisfied 
that they could use these powers to enable 
proper records to be made before demolition, 
even if the owner did not give his consent. 
Another complicated question was about 
the use of settled funds for endowment of 
the National Trust. Under Section 3 of the 
National Trust Act, 1939, the National Trust 
was permitted, in certain circumstances, to 
accept a building, and also an endowment 
out of settled funds if these went with the 
building. But if the settled funds did not 
go with the building or if somebody wished 
tomake endowments towards the upkeep of 
a building out of settled funds which were 
separate from the building itself, those pro- 
jects would not be covered by the National 
Trust Act. It seemed likely that these cases 
would arise only rarely, but he had been ad- 
vised that if the National Trust wanted such 
aprovision as this it should be properly made 
ina Bill amending the National Trust Act. 
If such a provision were included in a public 
eo it would, in fact, turn it into a hybrid 
ill. 
, He had also been asked that when a grant 
was made for an historic house the Minister 
should either supervise the work or have it 
done to his satisfaction. The answer was, 
yes, certainly, one or the other. Again, he 
had been asked whether, if a house which 
had a preservation order served on it had 
some very fine panelling, the owner of that 
house would be able to dispose of the panel- 
ling. The answer was that the building pre- 
servation order could be made to prevent its 
fmoval from the old and historic house. 
The House then went into committee on 
the Bill, and Lorp SILKIN, on behalf of the 
Georgian Group, moved the first of a series 
of amendments designed to try and combine 
the functions of the Historic Buildings Coun- 
til and the functions of the Committee under 
the Town and Country Planning Act, which 
had the duty of advising the Minister of 
Housing on preservation orders and of pre- 
Paring lists of buildings to be included as his- 
lorie buildings, which would be the subject 
of a preservation order. 
The EARL OF MUNSTER said he did not 


| Warrel with the amendment, the object of 
| Which was to provide that the Historic Build- 
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ings Council for England and Wales should 
replace the Minister of Housing’s Advisory 
Council on buildings of special architectural 
or historic interest — more commonly 
described as the Holford Commitiee. He 
thought it advisable to await the result of the 
discussions between the Minister of Works 
and the Minister of Housing about the trans- 
fer of powers of the latter Minister. Conver- 
sations were taking place, and he had no 
doubt the House would be informed of the 
result and of the future of the two Com- 
mittees. 

The amendment was, by leave, withdrawn. 

ViscouNT GAGE later asked what was to 
be the relationship between the historic 
buildings councils and the owners of such 
buildings, and whether there would be direct 
contact between the two. 

The EARL OF MUNSTER said that the re- 
lationship would be cordial, and must be 
close at all times. He had no doubt that in 
a short time the councils would find out the 
view of owners. The best way for an owner 
to seek assistance by the Bill would be to 
communicate directly with the Historic 
Buildings Council. 

The Bill passed through Committee and 
was read the third time. 


Brick Shortage in London 


In the House of Commons on July 31 
Mr. H. BuTLER asked the Minister of Hous- 
ing and Local Government whether he was 
aware that local housing authorities in Lon- 
don, including the metropolitan bordugh of 
Hackney, were being held up by the short- 
age of bricks; and what steps he proposed to 
assist that authority to expedite the housing 
of the people. 

Mr. MACMILLAN said he understood that 
brick deliveries for the Hackney Borough 
Council’s direct labour schemes had now 
improved, and that none of these was held 
up. Two of the Council’s contractors said 
that they required more bricks and he was 
looking into this. 


SUTTON DWELLINGS 
Serious Effects of Rent Restrictions Acts 


THE ANNUAL REPORT of the Sutton Dwell- 
ings Trust for 1952 contains a brief financial 
review of the trust’s experience in the matter 
of war damage, the bulk of which, so far as 
the trust is concerned, having now been made 
good. Out of 7,836 dwellings 71 were com- 
pletely demolished, 244 rendered temporarily 
uninhabitable and some 2,200 damaged in 
some lesser degree. The amount spent on 
repair work and recovered from the War 
Damage Commission was £204,232. The 
trust has had to bear a loss of rent income 
amounting to £16,737. 

The trustees again call attention to the 
serious effect on their finances of the Rent 
Restrictions Acts. They point out that as a 
charity the trust charged rents before the 
war much less than the full letting value of 
the properties. These rents have become 
the basis for control and the trust thus incurs 
a special penalty now for the scrupulous ful- 
filment of its charitable duties in the past. 
There was a loss of £17,259 on the dwellings 
for the year, and a surplus on all accounts 
(including £56,076 for interest on outside 
investments) of £302. The capital fund of 
the trust at the end of the year stood at 
£4,639,369. 

The trustees are in consultation, the report 
stated, with another voluntary body and with 
a local authority about a comprehensive 
scheme for the housing and care of old 
people. The trust’s part would be to provide 
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the ordinary residential accommodation; the 
other bodies concerned would provide a rest 
home, a hostel and a non-residential club on 
the same site. 


COMPETITION FOR 
BRICKLAYERS 


£125 in Prizes Offered 


PRIZEs totalling £125 are offered to 
bricklayers in a competition ‘sponsored 
by the Institute of Clayworkers to stimulate 
appreciation of good design and craftsman- 
ship in the use of clay building materials. 


Entrants, who must be (a) craftsmen hold- 
ing a City and Guilds final certificate in 
brickwork, or equivalent qualification 
acceptable to the promoters, (b) under 30 
years of age on the final date of entry for 
the competition, and (c) resident in England 
or Wales, are this year invited to submit 
drawings on the subject chosen: by the 
assessors, which is described as follows :— 


“A 4-ft. wide brick paved path leads 
across a flat open space to an ‘opening in a 
boundary wall which surrounds an attrac- 
tive public garden. The boundary wall is 
5 ft. high in 9 in. brickwork with piers at 
intervals. You are required to design an 
attractive opening in the wall for the path- 
way to be continued into the garden. The 
opening will not be fitted with a door or 
gate. The opening itself must be between 
4 ft. and 4 ft. 6 in. wide and the design 
must not exceed a total width of 10 ft. or a 
total height of 10 ft.” The closing date for 
the receipt of drawings will be October 1, 
1953. 


The authors of the 10 best designs selected 
by the assessors will be required to construct 
their design by November 30, and _ first, 
second and third prizes of £50, £25 and £15 
respectively, will be paid by the Institute 
to the three finalists selected by the assessors. 
Each of the remaining finalists will receive 
an award of £5. 


The assessors are Mr. Morris Whitehouse, 
on behalf of the Institute of Clayworkers, 
Mr. Cecil Handisyde, ARIBA, and Mr. J. C. 
Hodge, of the Guild of Bricklayers. 


Inquiries in connection with the competi- 
tion should be made to the Hon. Secretary, 
Institute of Clayworkers, 23, Tavistock- 
street, WC2. When drawings are submit- 
ted, they should not be signed or bear any 
means of identifying the competitor, whose 
name and address should be contained in a 
sealed envelope securely attached to the 
drawings. 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


The retirement is announced of Mr. S. R. Bussey, 
specialist lighting fittings representative of the 
General Electric Co., Ltd. He was responsible for 
the lighting in the New House of Commons, includ- 
ing the cold cathode installation in the Main 
Chamber. 


A large number of sales staff changes at home and 
abroad have recently been made by Williams & 
Williams, Ltd:., manufacturers of metal windows. 
Mr. G. MULHOLLAND has been appointed to New 
York, Mr. C. WATKINS and Mr. J. E. MEREDITH to 
Toronto, Mr. A. W. D. SALLIS to Malaya, and Mr. 
D. A. Tups to Kingston, Jamaica. Mr. J. S. 
HicGs has taken over the managership post in 
Manchester, Mr. G. A. LITTLEwoop in Leeds, Mr. 
A. M. Scott in Bromley, Mr. H. BUCKINGHAM in 
Tunbridge Wells, and Mr. W. W. JENKINS in New- 
market. The newly appointed Southampton office is 
headed by Mr. WELLESLEY Davies. Mr. R. H. 
JAMES has just been appointed manager of the 
Reading office. 

As from September 1, Mr. W. J. Epwarps, 
MPS, ‘‘ Shagani,’’ Ringswell-ave., Exeter, will be 
covering the interests of Cuxson, Gerrard and Co., 
Ltd., Fountain-la., Oldbury, Birmingham, in the 
Channel Islands. This territory will be additional to 
the areas already covered by him, namely, Somerset, 
Devon, Cornwall, Dorset and Wiltshire. 
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HARDBOARD PRODUC- 
TION IN GERMANY 
Huge New Press in Operation 
By J. GRINDROD 


[DESIGNED to boost production of hard- 
board in Germany for use as wall 
coverings, flooring and for prefabricated 
houses and furniture of various kinds, a 
record size press was installed a few months 
ago at the plant of Fritz Homann, AG, of 
Herzberg, Germany, and is now in use. 

Built by G. Siempelkamp and Co., of 
Krefeld, this hardboard press, claimed to be 
the largest in the world, has a height of 34 
feet and a length of 20 feet. With 30 open- 
ings, instead of the usual 20, so that it can 
press and cure 30 boards simultaneously, it 
has a total pressing surface of 2,700 sq. ft. 
The shelving consists of high-quality steel 
platens with drilled steam channels. 

Since Germany, despite her forests, has 
to import 50 per cent. of her timber supplies, 
the utilisation of waste wood products and- 
poorer quality timber in the form of hard- 
board, as well as the greater use of the latter 
product in her building and other industries, 
is considered of particular economic import- 
ance. German figures place the consumption 
of hardboard in Germany at only 1.9 kg. 
per head of population, compared with 
11 kg. in USA, and as much as 24 kg. in 
Sweden, and it is considered that there is 
plenty of scope for expansion. 

Requiring only two operators to supervise 
and maintain it, the Herzberg machine has 
gone far toward meeting the demand for 
the rationalisation of this work, and is 
regarded as an important step toward com- 
pletely automatic operation. 

One of the interesting features of the 
press, which has a capacity of 4,800 tons, is 
its loading and unloading equipment. Load- 
ing is done by a special lift-type device, 
located between the forming machine and 
the press itself, which has openings corres- 
ponding to those in the press. As the raw 
material for the boards is exuded from the 
forming machine, ii is cut to length by an 
automatic clipper, its width being in accord- 
ance with the requirements for the boards to 





The new hardboard press at Herzberg, Germany. 


be produced. It is then fed into the loading 
machine which gradually moves vertically 
as one opening after another is filled with 
the raw board slabs. When all 30 openings 
have been filled the loader has reached a 
position when all the openings are opposite 
the shelves of the press itself, to which the 
wet boards are transferred by a loading arm. 
The press then closes arid the boards are 
cured by heat and pressure. Unloading is 
carried out by means of a similar lift device 
which discharges the boards, one by one, on 
to roller conveyors. 


The unloading of the press and the sub- 
sequent loading, which takes place immedi- 
ately after, is completed in half a minute. 


With 70 years’ experience behind it, the 
firm of G. Siempelkamp has recently exten- 
ded its sphere of operations to Canada, 
where a new factory for the assembly of 
presses for the North and South American 
continents was due for completion about the 
end of 1952 in the north-east industrial 
section of Hamilton, Ont. The president of 
the new subsidiary, Canadian Siempelkamp, 
Ltd., is Steven Szilard, arthitect and wood- 
working press expert and general manager 
of Model Home Builders, Ltd. 


LONDON COUNTY COUNCIL 


Woolwich Arsenal 


Replying to Mr. H. Berry on July 28, Mr. 
W. G. FIsKE, chairman of the Town Plan- 
ning Committee, said that if any considerable 
area of land at Woolwich Arsenal could be 
devoted to other uses, the Council would 
certainly be interested in the planning oppor- 
tunities that this would afford, and it might 
well desire to acquire areas for the re- 
location of industry and possibly for other 
purposes. The Council’s interest was made 
known to the Inter-Departmental Committee 
which had been considering the future of the 
Arsenal, and, in a written answer to a ques- 
tion in the House of Commons recently, the 
Minister of Supply referred to the establish- 
ment of a civil trading estate by the Council 
as one possible use for part of the site. Dis- 
cussions would continue with the Ministries 
concerned and a report would be submitted 
to the Council after the recess. 
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NEW COMPANIES 


THE FOLLOWING NEW COMPANIES, registered 
in England, have been announced by Jordan 
and Sons, Ltd., company registration agents, 


F, W. Fox (Builders), Ltd. (520499.) Regd. June 1] 
28a, Basinghall-st., EC2. Nom. cap.: £5,690. Dj: 
F. G. Fox, 283, Sheen-la., SW14. * 

Crown & Laws (Kings Lynn), Ltd. (520536.) Regd 
June 12, 16, Bevis-way, Kings Lynn, plumbers, engrs,, 
etc. Nom. cap.: £500. Dir.: E. J. Crown, Scot 
Farm, South Runton, Kings Lynn. 

Roecliffe Brick and Tile Works, Ltd. (521916) 
Regd. July 18, Trent Bridge Works, High-st., Stoke. 
on-Trent. Nom. cap.: £10,000. Subs.: C. W. Bai 
- woe Mrs. N. K. Ball, New Lodge, Oakhill, Stoke-op. 

rent. 

Crayford Fireproofing Co., Ltd. (521928.) Regd, 
July 18, mnfrs. of fire-resisting materials and cop. 
tractors for fire-resisting constructions of all kinds 
etc. Nom. cap.: £100. Subs.: R. A. Clarke ang 
K. E. Wright, 18, Austin Friars, EC2. 

J. Bradley & Son (Builders), Ltd. (521907.) Regg, 
July 18, bldr., contractor and decorator. Nom. cap; 
£2,000. Dirs.: J. Bradley and.J. A. Bradley, Berry's. 
ave., Knaresborough. 


William Sindall, Ltd. (521970.) Regd. July 2, 
Gloucester-st., Cambridge, bldrs., contractors, civil 
engrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £60, Dirs.: H. D, R, 


Ridgeon and F. A. Ridgeon, addresses not stated, 
Sub.: L. G. Rooke, Chesterfield-rd., Cambridge. 

United Drilling Co., Ltd. (521965.) Regd. July 2, 
2, Gt. Winchester-st., EC2, to carry on drilling for 
water and the construction, erection and maintenance 
of water-well installations, seismograph, structure, ete, 
Nom. cap.: £1,000. Subs.: G. Shipman and¢ 
R. C. D. Shuckburgh, 18, Austin Friars, EC2. 

J. A. McLaughlan & Co., Ltd. (521951.) Regd, 
July 20, plasterers, decorators, plumbers, etc. Nom, 
cap.: £10,000. Dir.: J. A. McLaughlin, 38, Knighton 
Church-rd., Leicester. 

James Brennan (Builders and Contractors), Ltd, 
(521952.) Regd. July 20, bldr. and contractor, 1223, 
Bury New-rd., Strangeways, Manchester. Nom. cap.: 
£1,000. Dirs.: J. Brennan and Mrs. E. Brennan, 9%, 
Devonshire-st., Salford, 7. 

W. H. Hill (Gayton), Ltd. (521969.) Regd. July 2, 
24-25b, High-st., ing Lynn, bldrs., contractors, etc, 
Nom. cap.: £4,000. Dirs.: W. H. Hill and Mrs, §, A. 
Hill, Hamilton Hse., Gayton, King’s Lynn. 

A. S. Clark (Worcester), Ltd. (521977.) Regd. July 
21, specialists in mains, drainage, sewerage installa- 
tions, etc. Nom. cap.: £5,000. Dir.: D. R. Buckler, 
131, Victoria-ave., Worcester. 

Boreham (Leigh-on-Sea), Ltd. (521979.) Regi. 
July 21, bldrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £100. Dir.: Mn. 
F. I. Boreham, 1107, London-rd., Leigh-on-Sea. 

H. Dorrington & Sons, Ltd. (521987.) Regd. July 
21, 2a, Spital-terr., Gainsborough, bldrs. and con 
tractors. Nom. cap.: £10,000. Dir.: G. T. Dorring- 
ton, 35, Northolme, Gainsborough. 

J. T. Cox & Sons (Builders), Ltd. (521993.) Regd. 
July 21, Rookswood-rd., March, Cambs. Nom. cap. 
£10,000. Dir.: J. T. Cox, Jun., 110, Wisbech-rd., 
March. 

R. J. Isbell & Son, Ltd. (522002.) Regd. ee 21, 

83/5, St. Mary-rd., Walthamstow, E17, bldrs. and con 
tractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dirs.: R. J. Isbell 
and Winifred Isbell, 72, Harrow-dr., Romford. 
* Winston’s Waterfalls, Ltd. (522004.) Regd. July 2I, 
11, Charing Cross-rd., WC2, bldrs. of theatrical and 
scenic effects, amusement parks, etc. Nom. cap. 
£100. Dir.: H. W. Lester, 11, Charing Cross-rd., 
WwC2. 

E. Ranford & Son, Ltd. (522010.) Regd. July 21, 
240, Alcester-rd., Moseley, Birmingham, bldrs. and 
contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £3,000. Dirs.: W. i. 
Ranford and Mrs. G. M. Ranford, 1113, Bristol-d. 
South, Northfield, Birmingham. . 

Bushey Mill Builders, Ltd. (522021.) Regd. July 2, 
9, Clarendon-rd., Watford. Nom. cap.: £100. Dir.: Mn. 
A. M. M. Davies, 73, Waxwell-la., Pinner. 

F. W. Goldsworthy & Son, Ltd. (521029.) Regd. 
July 22, architectural bldrs. Nom. cap.: £5,000, Dit: 
F. W. Goldsworthy, The Wood, 1274, London-ti. 
Leigh-on-Sea. 

Kyle Stewart (Contractors), Ltd. _(522033.) Reed 
July 22, bldrs. and contractors, etc. Nom. cp. 
£10,000. Subs.: S. Morris and E. C. Silver, Napitt 
Hse., 24-7, High Holborn, WC1. 

Noyce & Son, Ltd. (522039.) Regd. July 22} 
Manchester-st., Above Bar, Southampton, bldrs., et 
Nom. cap.: £5,000. Dir.: A. S. Noyce, Oakhavet. 
Lakewood-rd., Chandlersford, Hants. a 

Jenkins (Builders), Ltd. (522093.) Regd. July > 
7, George-st., Balsall Heath, Birmingham. Nom. cap.: & 
£5,000. Dir.: W. A. Jenkins, 36, Doris-rd., Sparkiil. 
Birmingham. . ‘ 

Wallastone Construction Co., Ltd. (522098.) Regd 
July 23, 41-5, Neal-st., WC2, mnfrs. of prefab. hous. 
etc. Nom. cap.: £20,000. Subs.: T. N. Addison att 
M. Bennett, 116, Old Broad-st., EC2. ‘ 

A. T. Jones, (Hatton Hill), Ltd. (522059.) Rese 
July 23, Sonning-ave., Litherland, Liverpool, 21, ble 
and genl. contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £5,000. Dit. 
5 ae Blundellsands 
Lancs. ng 

Emmerson Plumbers, Ltd. (522145.) Regd. July> 
Nom. cap.: £2,000. Dirs.: W. Emmerson and Rot 
B. Emmerson, 22, Bowness-dr., Hounslow, Middt. F 

G. Applegate & Sons, I\td. (522149.) Regd. July oe 
1, Upper Broad-st., Trowbridge, Wilts, bee ov 
ventilating, gas engrs., etc. Nom. cap.: 10, 
Dirs.: G. Applegate and J. Applegate, Be 
The Conigre, Trowbridge. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


British Standards Institution Moves 


By next Monday, August 17, the British 
Standards Institution will be in operation at 
its new premises, 2, Park-street, W1 (Tel.: 
Mayfair 9000). 


Golf Match 

The RIBAGS match against the Royal 
Institution of Chartered Surveyors GS was 
played on July 16 at New Zealand Golf 
Club, West Byfleet. The architects won the 
singles by one match in the morning, and 
also in the afternoon. ; 


Foremanship Courses 

The session 1953-54 for senior full-time 
and part-time day classes at East Ham Tech- 
nical College, Department of Building, com- 
mences on September 14. A course in 
General Foremanship and a Preparatory 
General Foremanship Course will be held 
if there is sufficient demand. Application 
should be sent to the Building Department 
in Arragon-road, East Ham, E6, by Septem- 
ber 7. 


Houses for Mineworkers 


The opening ceremony is to be held on 
the site to-day (August 14) in connection 
with the development of the Park-lane 
housing site at Biddulph, near Stoke-on- 
Trent. A total of 434 houses is being built on 
this site by the Coal Industry Housing Asso- 
ciation for the West Midlands Division of the 
National Coal Board. At the ceremony, the 
first 12 houses completed on the site will be 
formally declared open and handed over to 
the projected occupiers. 


Brighton Housing Experiment 


Brighton has been selected by the Govern- 
ment as an area in which an experiment in 
house-building is to take place. The site will 
be Birdham-road, East Moulsecomb, where 
an additional 120 houses will be built by a 
new method. The system to be used will be 
internal cladding, and combined traditional 
and non-traditional methods, and the main 
point in consideration is that of the number 
of hours required to build the homes, to- 
gether with adaptations of materials used. 
It is stated that no additional land will be 
required to build these 120 houses. 


Uses of Aluminium 

The latest in the series of introductory 
surveys published by the Aluminium Devel- 
opment Association has as_ its subject 
“Aluminium and its Alloys in Building. 
Examples are shown of the uses of 
aluminium in specific types of building, and 
one section considers the merits of high 
strength/weight ratio and a range of ex- 
truded sections. The concluding section of 
the book is a series of notes on erection, in- 
stallation and maintenance. Copies may be 
obtained, price 3s. 6d., from the Association 
at 33, Grosvenor-street, W1. _A revised 
edition of their leaflet on “ Aluminium Alloy 
Scaffolding ” has also been made available 
by the Association. This edition gives ex- 
tracts from the requirements of BS.1139: 
1951, as well as recommendations on prac- 
tice, dealing with spacing and loading, coup- 
lings, and the straightening of tubes and flat- 
tening of tube ends. 

The Association have also recently pub- 
lished an abridged edition of their annual 
Teport for the year ended December 31, 
1952, which gives a general account of pro- 
gress made during the year. They have in 
addition issued the 1953 edition of their 

irectory of Members. 
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Quantity Surveyors’ Examinations 


The Institute of Quantity Surveyors, 98, 
Gloucester-place, London, W1, has issued a 
list of the successful candidates in the In- 
Stitute’s special test and professional exam- 
inations held in London and other centres 
from March 2 to 6 last. 


Courses in Higher Technology 


A bulletin of special courses in higher 
technology for 1953-54 has been issued by 
the London and Home Counties Regional 
Advisory Council for Higher Technological 
Education. The purpose of this bulletin is 
to give publicity to special advanced courses 
held in the London and home counties region 
which do not regularly appear in college 
calendars or prospectuses as a part of the 
normal curriculum. It includes details of 
a number of courses on subjects connected 
with the budding industry which are held in 
such colleges as the Brixton School of Build- 
ing, the Hammersmith Scheol of Building 
and Arts and Crafts, and University College, 
Gower-street, WC1. 


Northern Ireland Building 


The Northern Ireland Ministry of 
Commerce have issued a _ notice to 
architects, industrial developers and builders 
drawing their attention to the provisions 
of Section 9 of the Industries Development 
Act (Northern Ireland), 1945, which provides 
that a person may not enter into a contract 
for, or begin the erection of, a building 
having a floor space of more than 3,000 sq. 
ft. in less than three months (or such shorter 
period as the Ministry may allow) after 
giving to the Ministry of Commerce a 
notification in writing of the proposed 
erection. The notice adds that every effort 
will, however, be made to allow work to 
commence sooner than the end of the three 
months’ period referred to. The notice is 
reproduced in full in our advertisement 
columns. 
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THE RATING PROBLEM 
Liberal Suggestion on Site Values 


RATING only on site values for all houses 

and buildings erected since the war was 
suggested on August 4 by Sir ARTHUR 
Comyns Carr, QC, a member of the Liberal 
Party housing committee, as a solution to the 
problem created by controlled rents, 

Speaking at the Liberal Summer School at 
Oxford, he said that there were in Britain 
about 14,100,000 separate dwellings, of which 
nearly half were built before the first war, 
a quarter between the wars, and less than a 
tenth since 1945. More than half were pri- 
vately owned and controlled at various arbj- 
trary rents having no relation to their true 
value. 

After the first war an increase of 40 per 
cent. on 1914 rents was permitted. This was 
little enough, but since 1945 no rise had been 
allowed. In the vast majority of cases there 
was no contractual liability on anybody 
doing repairs. “It is not surprising, there- 
fore, that houses are every year becoming 
uninhabitable, although in fact still inhabited, 
at a rate about as fast as new ones are being 
built,” he declared. 

“We would probably all like to see some 
return to reality, i.e., to true market rentals, 
in our housing system. The obstacle has 
been the sudden jump in the cost of house 
building and repairs due to two wars in a 
generation. 

““One way, and probably the fairest and 
most effective because it would apply equally 
to private and public building of all kinds, 
and because of the advantages it has on its 
own merits, is to provide that all post-war 
houses and buildings should be rated only on 
their site value, with perhaps some propor- 
tionate allowance for those built between the 
two wars, leaving the question of Exchequer 
subsidy to be dealt with entirely through a 
revision of the grants to local authorities for 
their general services.” 


ADVANTAGES OF 
MAISONETTES 


Mr. J. H. Forshaw’s Views 


“MAISONETTES will be found to be 
cheaper than flats and will have other ad- 
vantages of being more private and suitable 
for families,” said Mr. J. H. ForsHaw, 
FRIBA, MTPI, chief architect and housing 
consultant to the Ministry of Housing and 
Local Government, at a housing conference 
at Solihull recently, attended by 200 
Midlands delegates. 

Mr. Forshaw said: “The modern three- 
storey house is suited for the inner areas of 
our cities where high density means alterna- 
tive development in maisonettes or flats 
only. 

“The three-storeyed terraced house is a 
better home for larger families than the 
larger flat, despite much said to the con- 
trary.” 

Mr. Forshaw also said that the introduc- 
tion ef new materials and building technique 
would certainly cause a good deal of friction 
at all levels. 

He had been told that some new materials 
had been found expensive to set in position 
and that there had been breakages on the 
site, but these “ teething troubles ” were in- 
evitable and would continue until all those 
concerned were reconciled to the new systems 
of building and were prepared to take trouble 
to treat a new material with the care that 
its nature required. ' 
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DUST FROM CEMENT 
WORKS 


Alkali Inspector’s Report 


MPHE problem of .dust emission from 
cement works in England and Wales is 
referred to in the annual report of the Chief 
Alkali Inspector of the Ministry of Housing 
and Local Government and the Chief In- 
spector for Scotland, published on July 28. 
The high demand for cement over the last 
two years has continued unabated, the report 
states, and kilns have been shut down only 
when necessary for essential repairs and ad- 
justments. Considering the intensive pro- 
duction, complaint, especially on Thames- 
side, was probably inevitable. Close atten- 
tion has been paid and the Deputy Chief In- 
spector has paid a personal visit to every 
cement works in England and Wales during 
the year. 

Failure of electrical precipitators used for 
the de-dusting of kiln gases has been a matter 
for grave concern. Most of the trouble has 
been of mechanical origin due chiefly to 
corrosion of parts within the precipitator. 
There have been discussions with the industry 
as to the means to be taken to reduce to 
the minimum condensation and the conse- 
quent corrosion and all the troubles that such 
failure entails. 

Progress in dealing with low-level dust 
emissions from grinding, bagging and so forth 
continues at a reasonably satisfactory rate. 
The next few years should see all works, 
even the small, remote works, against which 
there is no complaint, equipped to deal with 
this problem. 

Considerable attention continues to be 
paid to Thames-side where about half the 
cement in the country is produced. The 
Ministry is in close touch with the local 
authorities, and it had been hoped that this 
report would be able to record further pro- 
gress. The failure of a number of precipita- 
tors has, however, led to deterioration of a 
temporary nature, fortunately offset to some 
extent by improvements resulting from pro- 
gressive reduction of emissions at low level. 
Complaint from the Medway region has 
been much less than in 1951. 

The report adds: “The painfully gained 
experience of the factors militating against 
continued steady operation of electrical pre- 
cipitators should result in better operation 
of the rebuilt units and prevent more recently 
erected units going the way of the others. 
Meantime, dust emission from the affected 
kilns is being kept as low as possible by 
careful attention to the chain systems.” 

The report also gives a genetal review of 
all the work carried out by the inspectors 
during 1952. In this period they paid 3,786 
visits to works in England and Wales at 
which heavy chemical and allied operations 
are carried on, the effects from which are 
liable to cause danger or nuisance in the 
areas in which they are situated. The num- 
ber of works registered under the Alkali, etc., 
Works Regulation Act, 1906 in 1952, was 
964, involving 1,785 separate processes. 





Reinforced Concrete 

A series of eleven technical advertise- 
ments, published by the British Reinforced 
Concrete Engineering Co., Ltd., Stafford, and 
entitled “Notes on Reinforced Concrete 
Construction with BRC Welded Fabric,” has 
been made’ up into a booklet for circulation 
to members of the building trade. - Copies 
may be obtained free on request. 
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BUILDING PLANT AND 
EQUIPMENT 


MoW Exhibition at Nottingham 


SOME FIFTY MANUFACTURERS of building 
plant, equipment and tools, plant hire firms 
and stockists of powered tools will be ex- 
hibiting at the Building Plant Exhibition 
organised by the Ministry of Works, which is 
to be held on the Goose Fair site, Notting- 
ham, from September 3 to 9. 


In addition to working demonstrations of 
building plant there will be a special exhibit 
by the Nottingham City Council. “The City 
of Nottingham, Past, Present and Future,” 
will demonstrate the growth of Nottingham— 
its industry, housing, open spaces and roads 
—during the present century, and its de- 
velopment plan for the next 20 years. There 
will also be displays depicting the various 
municipal activities of the city. 


Competitions for apprentice bricklayers 
will be held during the run of the exhibition 
to be contested by junior and senior brick- 
laying students nominated by technical col- 
leges and institutes in the North Midland 
region. 

By arrangement with technical colleges and 
institutes in the region, examples of students’ 
work in various crafts will be on display; car- 
pentry and joinery, plumbing, painting and 
decorating. There will be a demonstration 
of plastering by apprentices. Films of in- 
terest to the building industry will be shown 
regularly during the week at a cinema on 
the site. 

The exhibition will be open daily from 
10.30 am. to 7 p.m. (except Sunday), 
admission 1s. 
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TRADE NEWS 


Mastic Flooring 


A folder giving details of their “Chromas” 
coloured pitch mastic flooring has been pro. 
duced by Permanite, Ltd., 455, Old Ford. 
road, E3. This flooring is understood to 
require no damp-course and to -be suitable 
for laying direct to site concrete. 


Resin Bonding 


To provide users with detailed informa. 
tion on their range of synthetic resin adhe. 
sives, as well as to assist them in the selec. 
tion of the adhesive best suited to the task 
Bakelite, Ltd., 12-18, Grosvenor-gardens. 
SW1, have published a descriptive manual, 
For the sake of convenience, the adhesives 
described are grouped into phenol-formalde- 
hyde and urea-formaldehyde adhesives, 


Closed Stove 


A closed type of stove which does not 
protrude on to the hearth is being marketed 
by the Oxshott Brickworks, Ltd., Cobham, 
Surrey. This stove, model H 140 in their 
range, has been designed to radiate a high 
percentage of heat throughout the whole of 
the room. It is understood that chimney 
sweeping has been made easy by means of 
a removable slab over the top of the fire. 


Economy Overdrive 


An overdrive system, claimed to save up to 
10 per cent. in fuel consumption and prolong 
engine life without loss of road speed, has 
been announced by Morris Commercial Cars, 
Ltd., Cowley, Oxford. Fitted as standard and 
without extra cost, this overdrive reduces 
engine revolutions by almost 20 per cent. In 
addition to the “Economy” overdrive all 
Morris Commercial 5-tonners, both petrol 
and diesel engined, are incorporating 
“ Hydrovac” servo-brakes in the standard 
specification without extra charge. 


Table-Top Printing Machine 

A small, lightweight plan printer and 
developer has recently been placed on the 
market under the trade name of “Apollo,” 
by E. N. Mason and Sons, Ltd., Arclight 
Works, Colchester, Essex. The machine has 
been designed for the use of those people 
who require low-priced equipment for the 
production of comparatively small quantities 
of prints. It is understood that it will pro- 
duce full-size dyeline prints from transparent 
originals or tracings on a wide variety of 
sensitized materials, and that its printing and 
developing potential is up to 200 double 
elephant size prints per day. The machine 
operates from ordinary lighting circuits, and 
needs no skill on the part of the operator. 
Maintenance is claimed to be practically nil. 


Grinding Equipment 


A full range of mounted grindstones is 
being manufactured by W. Langley and Co, 
Ltd., 14-16, Magdalen-street, London, SEI. 
Claimed to be particularly suitable for the 
small man in search of a reliable wet stone 
are the PB14 and PB16 models, which follow 
the general design of the company’s larger 
models but are fitted with smaller stones and 
arranged for bench mounting. They are 
driven by a } hp electric motor and have 
a direct drive from motor to stone spindle. 
A special anti-splash plate is fitted in front. 
Accessories are available for all models and 
include a simple adjustable tool rest which 
can easily be fitted in front of the stone and 


a swivelling grinding appliance, which is f 


fully adjustable in relation to the stone and 
can be turned back when not in use. 
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OVERSEAS BUILDING 


[From Our Own Correspondents] 


The Argentine——Seventy new schools are 
to be built in the Argentine, carried out 
by the Eva Peron Foundation, which has 
received a substantial sum of money from 
the Executive Power with which to purchase 
suitable land. 


A new power plant is also being con- 
structed in the San Nicolas Province of 
Buenos Aires. This latest power station is 
being erected by the ENDE and will be 
among the most modern of its kind, supply- 
ing electricity to the most important indus- 
trial region in the Argentine littoral, besides 
contributing to the needs of Greater Buenos 
Aires in this respect. 

An exhibition has been inaugurated in 
Buenos Aires which gives impressions of new 
building schemes which will be embraced 
in the second five-year plan to be started 
soon. Photographs, models and plans give 
aclear and concise idea of the projects for 
public works, industry, production, commerce 
and agriculture. 


Australia——The Federal Government has 
amounced plans to proceed with the erec- 
tion of five modern office blocks in Mel- 
bourne, the first of which will take at least 
two years to build and will cost approxi- 
mately £1m. The completion of the whole 
project is expected to take more than eight 
years. The design is to be carried out by 
the Commonwealth Department of Works, 
while all construction work will be let out 
by public tender to private enterprise. In 
1948 the Commonwealth Government pur- 
chased a site of 94 acres for this and other 
office-building projects on the  under- 
developed north-east section of the city. The 
tight to acquire the land was challenged 
in the High Court, but the decision of that 
authority has now cleared the way for con- 
struction to proceed. Features of the new 
buildings (which will accommodate 7,500 
public servants) will include structural 
frames stiffened for civil defence purposes, 
and the latest anti-atomic devices. Large 
Seon parking areas are also allowed 
or. 


Bahamas.—A_ well-known UK firm has 
secured the contract for the building of a 
300-room hotel at Emerald Beach, in the 


Bahamas, and the same firm is said to be 


tendering for other contracts. In the islands 
of Eleuthera and Charles Island there are 
various building schemes afoot for the 
benefit of holidaymakers. Among new 
buildings are a modern hospital, a school, 
new business premises, private dwellings 
and hotels. 


Greece—A German firm has submitted in 
detail to the Greek Government through its 
Swiss subsidiary a proposal for the estab- 
lishment of a Greek company and expendi- 
ture of $3m. for the erection of a 
shipbuilding yard at Syra, in the Cyclades. 
It is suggested that a sum of $2,100,000 
will be borrowed and the remainder raised 
In cash from the Greek and German share- 
holders. The Greek Government is sympa- 
thetic towards the scheme and has already 
approved the granting of a loan of $14m. 
from their recent $10m. credited to industry. 


Portugal—A_ technical commission has 
now been set up in Portugal to study the 
question of the projected bridge for the 
River Tagus at Lisbon. The Portuguese 
Press is also campaigning for a tunnel which 
will link Lisbon and Almade. Whatever the 
Outcome of the commission, it is fairly 
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definite that one or the other will be 
commenced, 

The Ministry of Economy announced 
recently that a thermal power station is to 
be built in the coalfield near Oporto as a 
precaution against dry years affecting hydro- 
electric supplies. Work on the new station, 
which will cost about £2m., should begin 
pe Tia It is scheduled for completion in 


Rhodesia—The Congress of the Federa- 
tion of Rhodesian Industries at Bulawayo 
passed a resolution recently urging the 
Federal Government to take steps to ensure 
the provision of territory in South-West 
Africa and Angola on which a new port 
and railway line can be built. A member 
of the executive of the Federation of 
Rhodesian Industries said in Salisbury at the 
end of last month that the apparently suc- 
cessful outcome of negotiations between the 
Portuguese and British Governments over 
Lake Nyasa might help negotiations for land 
in Angola, which is also Portuguese terri- 
tory. The strongest claim of the new Central 
African Federation to a port of its own is 
the fact that the three territories combined, 
making an area of slightly less than the 
Union of South Africa, is the largest country 
in the world under one administration which 
is without a seaport. Likely location is at 
Tiger Bay, which is 5,975 miles from South- 
ampton in England. 


British Engineers in Canada 

At the beginning of this year Messrs. 
Sandford Fawcett and Partners, consultant 
civil engineers, 53, Victoria-street, Westmin- 
ster, SW1, extended their activities to Canada, 
and now have offices at 1654, Avenue-road, 
Toronto, Ontario, and 9130, Jasper-avenue, 
Edmonton, Alberta, where they practise 
under the name of Canadian-British, En- 
gineering Consultants, in the fields of water 
supply, sewerage, sewage disposal and 
structures of all kinds. 





House Repairs in Hungary 


The Hungarian Government has allocated 
an additional £3m. to be spent during the 
remaining period of this year on the repair 
of houses and flats. This puts into effect 
the announcement in Parllament that all 
publicly owned blocks of flats must be 
renovated within two years. Two-thirds of 
the allocation will be spent in Budapest and 
the remainder in provincial towns. The 
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Government order says that normal main- 
tenance work must not be neglected while 
the renovation drive is on. 


Cement Works in Malaya 


A new cement works at Rawang, near 
Kuala Lumpur, was opened on July 6 by 
General Sir Gerald Templer. The works, 
owned by Malayan Cement, Ltd., in which 
The Associated Portland Cement Manufac- 
turers, Ltd., have a substantial interest, cost 
just under £14 m. sterling, and will produce 
100,000 tons of cement a year; a substantial 
part of the total Malayan consumption. The 
works, for which the majority of the struc- 
tural, mechanical and electrical equipment 
was supplied by British firms, are so designed 
that, when the industry becomes fully estab- 
lished, plant may be added which would 
double the output. 


Floating Lime Factory 


It is reported that a ship which is being 
refitted at Kangaroo Point Wharf in Bris- 
bane will become an unusual floating factory 
and is expected to go into service during this 
month. It has been designed to propel itself 
on two 65-feet steel legs which will extend 
through its hull to the sea bed, and will be 
used by the Queensland Cement and Lime 
Co. to cut coral at the rate_of 900 tons an 
hour from Mud Island in Moreton Bay. 
The coral will then be pumped into carriers 
for transport to the cement works at Darra. 
The Company hopes to meet the State’s total 
demand for cement by the end of this year, 
and is building a new £600,000 plant at 
Townsville which is expected to operate in 
about a year’s time. 


SWEDISH BUILDING 
DEVELOPMENT 


NATO Experts’ Interest , 
ACCORDING to reports in the Stockholm 
Press, writes a correspondent, the novel 
Swedish building method developed by 
engineer Ernst Sundh, of Avesta, has created 
considerable interest abroad and a number of 
overseas representatives have been investiga- 
ting its possible uses. Included among these 
are NATO construction experts. It is thought 
that the method will probably be used at the 
airport of Dakar. while two high-ranking US 
officials, Generals Ralph C. Smith and C. B. 
Ferris, have also studied the method in 
Sweden and will try it in the United States. 
A contract for licensed construction. has 
already been signed between Sundh_ Inter- 
national, the Stockholm company exploiting 
the method, and SETPI, a French firm of 
contractors, for building apartment houses in 
Marseilles. 

The Sundh method consists briefly of 
moulding large elements of concrete or light 
concrete at or near the building site, and 
mounting them by means of a special gantry 
crane, of comparatively high weight lifting 
capacity. 

In addition to using the gantry for placing 
the large prefabricated elements, Sundh is 
now using it to feed the concrete mixer. A 
complete lorry load of material can be tipped 
into a bucket suspended from the grab of the 
10-ton gantry crane, whence it can be tipped 
into the hopper of the batching plant serv- 
ing the mixer. A mono-rail transporter is 
used to take the mixed concrete to the mould- 
ing site in a 10 cu. ft. eapacity car, which 
travels at 330 ft. per minute and stops auto- 
matically at a predetermined place in the 
mono-rail. Having a capacity of about 1,250 
cu. ft. of concrete per day, the plant can be 
worked by one man, who also sees to the 
loading and despatch of the mono-rail car. 
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New Housing Records 


MPYHREE new housing records have been 

set up in Scotland this year. Over 
4,000 new houses were completed in June, 
a record for any month. Total completions 
in the first six months of the year were 
19,507 which exceeds by 5,287 the previous 
best (set up in 1952) for the first six months 
of any year. 

The total of 19,507 completions in: the 
first six months of the year is higher than 
the yearly average ef completions in the 
period 1919-1939. 

The quarterly housing return, published 
on August 8 by the Department of Health 
for Scotland, shows that the total number 
of permanent houses completed in Scotland 
under the post-war programme is now 
164,279. Including temporary houses, con- 
versions, adaptations, etc., accommodation 
has now been provided for over 200,000 
families. 

Houses under construction at the end of 
June totalled 40,588 compared with 39,977 
at the same date in 1952 and with 39,939 at 
the end of March. 


' House Sale Scheme Rejected 


THE Lasour MajoRiTy in Glasgow 
Corporation have rejected a plea by the 
Progressives for further consideration to be 
given to a proposal by the Western 
Heritable Investment Company, Ltd., to sell 
3,696 houses at King’s Park, 390 at Kelvin- 
side, and 1,228 at Cardonald and Hillington. 

The houses were built with assistance 
under the Housing (Financial Provisions) 
Act, 1924, and the firm had asked the con- 
sent of the Secretary of State for Scotland 
to their proposal to sell. 

In réply to a request by the Department 
of Health for Scotland for the corporation’s 
Observations, the Labour majority in the 
Housing Committee carried a recommenda- 
tion that consent should not be given by the 
Secretary of State on the ground that the 
proposal was not in the public interest. It 
was also recommended that a deputation 
should be appointed to interview the Secre- 
tary of State on the question. 


Slum Protest 


A PROTEST that Dundee Corporation 
would be “ building the slums of the future ” 
if they accepted revised standards for 
traditional houses was made at a recent 
meeting of the housing committee by 
COUNCILLOR WILLIAM O’NEILL. 

The revised standards issued by the 
Department of Health for Scotland to assist 
local authorities to reduce building costs, 
include the lowering of ceilings by 6 in. to 
7 ft. 6 in. Councillor O’Neill claimed that 
the Department had “a bee in their bonnet ” 
about low-cost houses and were determined 
to. hold up the traditional type of house. 
The standard had already been lowered to 
a.considerable extent. 
..The committee agreed 
revised standards. 


Caravan Parks 


SCOTTISH LOCAL AUTHORITIES have been 
urged by the Scottish Tourist Board to plan 


to accept the 
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and lay out modern caravan parks in all the 
most important tourist areas. This plea cuts 
across a long-standing reluctance on the part 
of local residents and local authorities to 
approve creation of “motels” or caravan 
camps, largely based on a belief that such 
camps would reduce the standing of a 
holiday area. This view is opposed by the 
Board which points to the great success of 
St. Andrews caravan camp. Built at a. cost 
of £5,000 it brings in rentals of about 
£1,500 annually as well as providing a 
major amount of trade in the town. Stone- 
haven has also,a useful caravan site, but in 
many other centres such camps have been 
opposed. The Scottish Tourist Board has 
circularised all ‘the local authorities urging 
laying out of such caravan sites on a proper 
basis at the earliest possible date, in their 
own interests as well as in the interests of 
tourism. 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Bellshill.—Lanarkshire CC to erect a new Catholic 
School, for which sketch plans have been prepared 
by William Watt (F.), County Offices, Albert-st., 
Motherwell-Wishaw. 

Cadzow.—Lanarkshire CC to erect an annexe at 
The Catholic School, 
William Watt (F.), Albert-st., Motherwell-Wishaw. 

Carnwath.—Lanarkshire CC to erect 32 houses, for 
which the architect is Samuel MacColl (A.), County- 
chbrs., Beckford-st., Hamilton West. 

Dumfries.—Dumfries is to build 12 houses for dld 
people at the Summerville scheme and 12 at the Lin- 
cluden scheme. Four-storey buildings, incorporating 
maisonettes, are also to be erected at Summerville. 
The Dean of Guild Court has approved plans by the 
TC for the building, at an est. cost of £192,500, of 
68 shops at Summerville and 34 and eight shops at 
Lincluden. 

Dumbartonshire.—Plans in the hands of their own 
architects for alterations and additions to their can- 
teen at Hawick-st., for Albion Motors, Ltd., South-st., 
Scotstoun, Glasgow. 

Ediaburgh.—William Younger & Co., Ltd., are to 
extend their bottling plant at Park Stores, Holyrood- 
rd., Edinburgh, at an est. cost of £95,000. William 
Crawford & Sons, Ltd., biscuit manufacturers, are 
extending their factory at Salamander-st. and Bath-st., 
Leith, at a cost of £75,000. Both schemes have 
received Dean of Guild approval. 

Glasgow.—Plans in the hands of their own archi- 
tects, 15, George-st., Edinburgh east, for bank at 
Crownrst., Oatlands, for The Commercial Bank of 
Scotland, Ltd., Edinburgh. 

Glasgow.—Plans in hand for alterations and 
additions for Preistman Brothers, Ltd., Hull, which 
are to be carried out at London-rd., for which the 











BOOKS FOR BUILDERS 


HOW TO ESTIMATE 
By JOHN T. REA 
The new 11th edition has been brought up to 
date to September, 1950, with tables giving 
cost increases for materials and labour for 
1936-7, 1939 and 1944-50. Over 680 
illustrations. 21s. net (by post 21s. 10d.) 


DRAINAGE AND SANITATION 
By E. H. BLAKE 
10th Edition just published. 
Revised and re-illustrated. 
**.,.This has become a standard volume cover- 
ing in a concise and compact measure the 
whole subject.’’— The Engineer. 
15s. net (by post 15s. 9d.) 


FLETCHER’S QUANTITIES 
Revised by A. E. BAYLIS 
12th Edition revised. . 
This famous work presents, in tabulated form, 
the methods of the valuation and measurement 
of building and engineering work. 700 pp. 
Many diagrams. 30s. net (by post 31s.) 


THE PRINCIPLES OF 
STRUCTURAL MECHANICS 
By PERCY J. WALDRAM 
3rd Edition revised. 

“The success of the book depends not merely 
on the author’s obvious mastery of his subject 
... but even more on his uncommon gift of 
lucid explanation.’’— The Architects’ Journal. 


18s. net (by post 18s. 9d.) 


B. T. BATSFORD LTD. 
Retail Dept., 
15 North Audley Street, London, W.1 
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architects and engineers are Cowan & Linn, Minst 
CE, 3, Clifton-pl., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans in hand for The Scottish Special 
Housing Association, Ltd., for more than 100 h 
to be erected at a site at Possilpark, for which the 
architect is J. Austin Bent (A.), 15/19, Palmerston-pj, 
Edinburgh. ‘ 

Glasgow.—Plans in hand for new Church at Bils. 
land-dr., Maryhill-rd., for which the architect is 
Thomas Cordiner (A), 261, West George-st., Glasgow, 

Glasgow.—Plans to be prepared by the architects 
of The Capital and Provincial’ News Theatres, Ltq. 
and Cranston’s, Ltd., 13/17, Renfield-st., Glasgow, 
for new News Cinema at Renfield-st. 

Glasgow.—Plans to be prepared for new Parish 
church halls at Ardnahoe-ave., by the architects of 
The Church of Scotland, George-st., Edinburgh. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared for new building for 
Charles Tennant & Co., Ltd., to be erected at Loch. 
burn-rd., Possilpark, for which the architect is Alfreq 
G. Lochhead (A.), 19, Sandiford-pl., Sandiford, 
Glasgow. ; : 

Glasgow.—Mactaggart & Mickel, Ltd., are to builg 
five blocks of flats of six and seven storeys high on 
ground near Anniesland Cross, on Great Western-rd., 
Glasgow. It has been approved by the Planning 
Committee, subject to formal application and sub. 
mission of plans as required. 

Greengairs.—Lanarkshire CC to_ erect 36 houses, 
Plans in the hands of Samuel MacColl (A.), architect, 
County-chbrs., Beckford-st., Hamilton West. 

Greenock.—Crawford & Neil (F&A), 133, Cathcart. 
st., Greenock, are the architects for the reconstruction 
of a building on the corner site at Roberston- and 
Brougham-sts., to form a new dance hall. It is est, 
to cost £59,000. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans prepared for- scheme of exten- 


for which the architect is sions to the Donniebrae works, Rutherglen, for which 


the architects are James Taylor Thomson, MacCrae 
& Saunders (F&A), 212, Bath-st., Glasgow. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans in hand for new filling station 
and offices at Chapelton, for which the architect is J. 
MacBeth, Broadlees, Chapelton. 

Lanarkshire.—New Parish church halls are to be 
erected at Annandale-st., Toryglen, from plans by the 
architects of The Church of Scotland, George-st., 

inburgh. F 
fGelkirkshire.—Plans. to be prepared for The Scottish 
Special Housing Association, Ltd., for new Galashields 
housing scheme, for which the architect is J. Austin 
Bent (A), 15/19, Palmerston-pl., Edinburgh. 


BALLAST AND SAND INDUSTRY 
New Rates of Wages 


By AN AWARD of the Industrial Court 
dated August 6, the following amendments 
to the wages agreement affecting workers in 
the ballast and sand industry become opera- 
tive in the first full pay period following 
August 6. 

The basic rates of wages for labourers 
have been increased by 14d. an hour, and the 
new rates are: Class 1, 2s. 10d. per hour; 
Class 2, 2s. 9d. per hour. 

The rates of payment to “C ” class licence 
drivers have been increased by 14d. an hour, 
and the new rates are:—Drivers of vehicles 
under 12 tons gross laden weight: Class 1, 
3s. 03d. per hour; Class 2, 2s. 113d. per hour. 
Drivers of vehicles over 12 tons gross laden 
weight: Class 1, 3s. 2d. per hour; Class ye 
3s. 1d. per hour. 

The rates of payment to watchmen shall 
be increased by 9d. per shift, as follows: 
Class 1, 18s. per shift; Class 2, 17s. per shift. 

Employers already operating a higher basic 
wage in accordance with Clause 7.(7) of the 
wages agreement may be exempted from 
such portion of the present increase as Is 
already in operation. 

Further details of the award can be 
obtained on application to the Employers 
Secretary, National Joint Council for the 
Ballast and Sand Industry, 48 Park-street, 
London, W1. 





Concrete Symposium 

A Symposium on “Mix Design and 
Quality Control of Concrete” is being 
organised by the Cement and Concrete 
Association, 52, Grosvenor-gardens, SWI. 
The Building Research Station and the Road 
Research Laboratory of the Department of 
Scientific and Industrial Research have 


agreed to co-operate, and the Symposium is 
to take place at the Institution of Civil 
Engineers from April 6 to 8, 1954. 
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FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 





Full details of Public Appointments open will be 
found in the Advertisement pages of this and pre- 
vious issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included in 
this list see previous issues. Those with an asterisk are 
advertised in this number. The dates at the heads of 

raphs are those for the submission of tenders; 
a dagger (ft) denotes closing date for applications; the 
name and address at the end refer to the person 
from whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 


AUGUST 18. 

*tAberystwyth BC.—86 houses on Pen-y-Bont (west) 
housing site. BS. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Enfield UDC.—Convenience, Forty Hall estate. F. 
Lee, E&S,. 7, Little Park-gdns., Dep. £2 2s. Tenders 
by September 7 ti 

*+tDunstable BC.—Sports pavilion on Luton-rd. 
recreation ground. BE. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by 


September 3. 
AUGUST 19. 

*¢Camberwell MBC.—Approved list of contractors 
for erection of dwellings covering work up to (a) 
£10,000; (b) £10,000 to £25,000; (c) £25,000 to 
£50,000. TC. 

*Southgate BC.—Two houses in Cowper-gdns., 
N14. BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by September 28. 


AUGUST 20. 
*+Cheltenham BC.—Seven shops with 16 flats over, 
service roads and seven garages at Rowenfield estate. 
BE. Dep. £3 3s. 


AUGUST 21. 
*tBucks CC.—Secondary modern school, Amer- 
sham. County A., Aylesbury. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders 


by September 28. 
AUGUST 22. 

+Stockport TC.—54 flats at Brinnington estate. BS. 
Dep. £3 3s. Tenders by August 29. 

*Ware UDC.—29 houses (two contracts). 
Davis, E&S. Dep. £2 2s. each. 

*tWest Ham BC.—Contract 196, 18 houses, 36 flats 
and 28 maisonettes, Plaistow High-st., E13: contract 
198, extension to Municipal Workshops for the Blind, 
West Ham-la., E15. Boro’ A. Dep. £2 2s. 


AUGUST 24. 

*tChiewell UDC.—32 flats at Rectory-la., Lough- 
ton. Tooley & Foster, architects, Midland Bank- 
chbrs., Buckhurst Hill. 

*tEast Sussex CC.—Stage 1, 
School, Lewes. County A., 
September 25. 

*tWest Sussex CC.—(1) Two flats with garage at 
Clun-rd., Littlehampton: (2) Nurses’ home at West 
Dean, nr. Chichester. County A., Chichester. 


AUGUST 25. 
*tPortsmouth City C.—28 flats at St. Pauls-sq. 
City A. Dep. £3 3s. 
*tRowley Regis BC.—Various trades for 166 houses, 
Twidale Hall estate. BE&S. 
*Royston UDC.—First stage of 72 houses and flats. 
J. Spencer, Clerk. 
AUGUST 26. 
emastone BC.—17 houses, Dover-st. BE. Dep. 
s. 


W. J. 


South Malling CE 
Lewes. Tenders by 


*tMaidstone BC.—88 flats, Shepway Farm estate. 
E, Palace-ave. 


*tRowley Regis BC.—Sixty-four houses, Brickhouse 
Farm estate. BE&S. Dep. £3 3s. 


AUGUST 27. 


*tPortsmouth City ©C.—100 allotment huts, etc. 
Western-rd., Wymering. City A. Dep. £1 1s. 


AUGUST 28. 
*Huyton-with-Roby UDC.—34 houses at St. John’s- 
td., East site, fifth portion. Chief A Assistant, Coun- 

cil Offices, Derby-rd. Dep. £2 2s. 


*Luton BC.—12 dwellings (two contracts). BE. 
Dep. £2 2s. each. 


*tNorfolk EC.—Assembly hall. changing rooms, 
etc., 4d North Walsham Girls’ High School. Chief 
, cer. 


*tWhithy UDC.—56 houses, White Leys. E&S. 


AUGUST 29. 


*Gravesend BC.--Branch library at 
park. BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. 


*Hernchurch UDC.—Conveniences, Cherry Tree-la. 
Dep. £2 2s. 


*Merthyr Tydfil CBC.—Cloakroom and lavatories at 


Woodlands- 


posi Roman ‘Catholic Girls’ School. BS. Dep. 


AUGUST 31. 
Litherland UDC.—Erection of 68 houses on the 
Field-la. estate. S, Town Hall. 


SEPTEMBER 1. 

Cowes (loW) UDC.—22 cottages at East Cowes and 
Whippingham, with sewage disposal units. E&S. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

Marlow UDC.—18 bungalows and 12 houses, 
Wethered-rd. site. Henry Cooper & Son, quantity 
surveyors, 6, The Forbury, Reading. Dep. £2 2s. 

*West Riding CC.—Farmhouse and complete set of 
farm buildings with Dutch barn at Marton-cum-Graf- 
ton, nr. Boroughbridge, Yorks. County Land Agent, 
Ceunty Hall, Wakefield. Dep. £2 2s. 


SEPTEMBER 2. 

Mere and Tisbury RDC.—Four houses at West 
Knoyle. Bothams and Brown, 32, Chipper-la,, Salis- 
bury. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Morecambe and Heysham BC.—51 
Branksome-dr. estate. BS. Dep. £5. 

*tWandsworth BC.—12 flats, Allfarthing-la., and 12 
houses, St. Ann’s-hill, Wendelsworth estate. TC. 


SEPTEMBER 3. 

*Colne and Chippenham RDC.—Eight traditional 
houses and site works at Bences-la. housing site, 
Corsham. Edwards & Webster, 10, St. Mary-st., 
Chippenham. Dep. £3 3s. 

Harwich TC.—Four flats on sites of Nos. 15, 16 and 
17, West-st. Boro’ A. Dep. £2 2s. 

Newark RDC.—14 houses at North Collingham. W. 
Saunders & Ptnrs., 24, Castie Gate. Den. £3 3s. 

SEPTEMBER 5. 

*Saffron Walden RDC.—Four bungalows and two 
houses at Littlebury. Clerk of Council. 

*Saffron Walden RDC.—Four houses at Gt. 
Chesterford. Clerk of Council. 


SEPTEMBER 7. 
ann BC.—26 houses at Gould-rd. BS. Dep. 
s. 


dwellings, 


*Dartford BC.—89 dwellings and 17 garages as part 
of scheme 6 on Temple Hill Neighbourhood Unit. 
TC... Beg. £223. 

*Leyton BC.—Reconstruction of Dyers Hiall-rd. 
bridge approaches. BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Oswestry BC.—New attested section, 
BS. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Slough BC.—Eight houses at sewage disposal 
works, Cippenham. BE. Dep. £2 2s. 

SEPTEMBER 8. 

*Maidstone BC.—Hurdle Shed, 
market. BS., Palace-ave. 


Smithfield 


Lock Meadow 











CHURCH ROOF 
COVERINGS 


A survey of alternative 
materials and their method 
of use, prepared by a com- 
mittee set up by the Central 
Council for the Care of 
Churches in conjunction 
with the Society for the 
Protection of Ancient 
Buildings. 


PRICE 2/3; by Post 2’6 
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Published by The Builder Ltd., 
and obtainable from the 
BOOK DEPT., THE BUILDER HOUSE, 
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*Nottingham City C.—-Milford Inf. and Junior 
Sch. at Listowel-cres., Clifton. City E&S. Dep. £2. 
SEPTEMBER 9. 

*Wood Green C.—Reconstruction pavilion, Chap- 
mans Green, Lordship-la., N22. BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. 
SEPTEMBER 10. 

*Harrow UDC.—Additional office accommodation 
at Public Health Department, Kynaston-court, 

Boxtree-rd., Harrow Weald. E&S. Dep. £2. 
SEPTEMBER 14. 

York City C.—Strengthening and repair of part of 
Queen-st. bridge, York. City E&S, 7, St. Leonard’s- 
pl., York. Dep. £2. 

SEPTEMBER 15. 

“York City C.—Health centre at Cornlands-rd., 

Acomb. City A. Dep. £1. 
SEPTEMBER 17. 

*Wokingham RDC.—Ten bungalows, etc., Barkham 
Ride estate. E. G. V. Hives, architect, 3, Cork-st., 
Reading. Dep. £2 2s. 

SEPTEMBER 24. 
*Inverness TC.—48 houses, Dalneigh site. 


A, 11, High-st. 
NO DATE. 


Elstree RDC.—46 houses at Cowley Hill estate, 
third section, part 2, Boreham Wood. E&S, Council 
on Shenley-rd.,. Boreham Wood, Herts. Dep. 


Burgh 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


AUGUST 20. 


*tWimbledon BC.—Painting of street lamp stan- 
dards and fittings. BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by 


August 27. 
AUGUST 26. 
*Wolverhampton BC.—10,000 yds. chestnut fencing 
and 4,000 5-ft. stakes. BE. 


AUGUST 28. 
Morecambe and Heysham BC.—Painting of 207 
houses. TC. Dep. £1 Is. 


SEPTEMBER 11. 

*tMexborough UDC.—Installation of approximately 
180 ranges and 20 parlour fireplaces in council dwell- 
ings. S. Crane, Clerk of Council. 

*West Riding Jt. Comm.—Heating and hot water 
supply at Constabulary HQ, Back Bond-st., Wakefield. 
County A., Wakefield. 


SEPTEMBER 14. 
New Sarum City C.—Supply of stores. City E. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


AUGUST 21. 
tHenley RDC.—Main drainage of Goring-on- 
Thames. (Contract No. G2XI.) Howard Humphreys 
& Sons, consultant engineers, 191, Victoria-st., West- 
minster, SW1. Dep. £3 3s. Tenders by September 11. 


AUGUST 28. 
+Blyth RDC.—Northern regional water supply (stage 
2). Tenders for pipelaying. Binnie, Deacon and 
Gourley, Artillery House, Artillery-row, Westminster, 
SWI. Dep. £10. Tenders by September 24. 


AUGUST 29. 
Tadcaster RDC.—Construction of preliminary road- 
works on the Great Preston housing site. E&S, 
Council Offices. Dep. £1 Is. 


AUGUST 31. 

Braintree RDC.—Extensions to Wethersfield sewage 
disposal works. W. .H. Bateman & Ptars., engrs., 
167, Victoria-st., SW1. Dep. £5 5s. 

Bucks CC.—Construction of new bridge and road 
works, Wooburn Green-Holtspur-rd. (B4440). County 
S, Walton-st., Aylesbury. Dep. £2. 

Isle of Ely CC.—Demolition of existing bridge and 
construction of a new bridge on the Sutton- 
Earith-rd. (B1381). County S, County Hall, March. 


SEPTEMBER 1. 

Stoke-on-Trent City C.—Supply of r.c. segmental 
tunnel lining in connection with the Bucknall to 
Adderley Green sewers. City E&S, Town Hall, Stoke- 
on-Trent. Dep. £4. 


SEPTEMBER 2. 
Buxton BC.—One-million galls. reservoir off Corbar- 
rd., contract SR2. BS. Dep. £3 3s. 


SEPTEMBER 7. 

Carmarthen RDC.—About 35,370 lin. yds. piping 
for Llawddog water scheme. H. Lapworth & Ptnrs., 
engrs., 25, Victoria-st., Westminster, SW1. Dep. £5. 

Dartford BC.—Surfacing 31,000 sq. yds. carriage- 
ways at sites 2, 3 and 4, Temple Hill Neighbourhood 
Unit. TC. Dep. £2 2s. 

Gosport Waterworks Co.—Mainlaying in connec- 
tion with the Meon Valley water scheme. Rofe and 
Raffety, chartered civil engineers, 3, Victoria-st., West- 
minster, SW1. Dep. £5 5s. 

tSoutham RDC.—Ratley Village water scheme. W. 
Herbert Bateman & Ptnrs., consuitant engineers, 
Chesterfield House, Batheaston, Bath. Dep. £3 3s. 
Tenders by October 5. 


SEPTEMBER 9. 
Stourbridge BC.—2,450 lin. yds. carriageways, 
sewers, etc., on Wollaston Farm estate, part II. BE&S. 
Dep. £3 3s. 

















































































































































SEPTEMBER 14. 
' Staffs. Potteries Water Bd.—1,635 lin. yds. inlet 
main, contract No. 24; 2,247 lin. yds. outlet main, 
contract No. 25; at Cocknage reservoir. C. V. Brown, 
MICE, Albion-st., Hanley. Dep. £2 each contract. 


Staffs. Potteries Water Bd.—One million galls. r.c. 
reservoir at Cocknage, contract No. 23. C. V. Brown, 
MICE, Albion-st., Hanley. Dep. £2. 


West Cheshire Water Bd.—12m. galls. reservoir 
near Sutton Hall Farm, Wirral, contract ‘‘ U.’’ G. 
Hill & Sons (Manchester), civil engrs., 51, Mosley-st., 
Manchester 2. Dep. £5 5s. 


SEPTEMBER 16. 
Stratford-on-Avon RDC.—Southern area water 
supply, contract No. 4.. Willcox, Raikes and Marshall, 
engineers, 33, Great Charles-st., Birmingham. Dep 
£5 


5s. 
SEPTEMBER 21. 

*Ealing BC.—Open channel to watercourse at rear 
of Shelley-ave., Greenford. BE. Dep. £2 

Middlesex CC.—4,250 lin. yds. sewers with man- 
‘holes, etc., at Enfield, forming Lee Valley low level 
sewer. J. D. and D. M. Watson, engrs., 18, Queen 
Anne’s-gate, Westminster, SW1. Dep. £10 10s. 


SEPTEMBER 25. 

Taunton BC.—Sewers, mains, etc., forming contract 
No. 1; also sewage disposal works forming contract 
No. 2. A. Waters, MICE, 25, Temple-row, Birming- 
ham 2. Dep. £5 5s. each contract. 


NOVEMBER 30. 

Australia.—Construction in the Snowy Mountains, 
New South Wales, of: Contract No. 20,002, about 14 
miles of tunnel (Eucumbene-Tumut); contract No. 
20,003, Tumut Pond dam and Ti pressure tunnel; 
Contract No. 20,004, T1 power station, pressure shafts 
and tail-race tunnel. Engr.-in-Charge, Snowy Moun- 
tains MHydro-Electric Authy., 18, St. George-st., 
Hanover-sq., W1. Dep. £8 sterling per contract docu- 
ments. Preliminary Dep. £A10,000 per tender for 
each contract. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Chingford.—Houses.—BS proposes the erection of 
74 houses on the Tower estate, Epping. 

Chiswick.—ScHooL ExTENSION.—Middlesex County 
A proposes additions to girls’ county grammar school, 
est. cost £63,970. 

City.—SHop.—Ronald Ward & Ptnrs., 17, Lowndes- 
st., SW1, are architects for the proposed erection of 
a shop for J. Leon & Co., Ltd., at 60, Cornhill. 

_ Hornchurch.—HeaLtH Ciinic.—Use of site at junc- 
tion of Gaynes Park-rd. and Sycamore-ave. by Essex 
County Health Service (Southern Area) for the 
erection of a health services clinic has received TP 
consent. 

Hornchurch.—DEVELOPMENT.—TP consent given to 
residential development of land at Moor-la., Cranham, 
Proposed by Mrs. D. I. Lygo, St. Mary’s, Moor-la., 
Cranham. The scheme envisages the erection of 16 
houses. 

Hornchurch.—Housinc.—By-law permission granted 
to amended drainage for 10 dwellings at site of Nos. 
82-100, Squirrels Heath-rd., Harold Wood, proposed 
by A. J. Cooper (Builders), Ltd., 250, Southend 
Arterial-rd. TP consent given to their proposals for 
the erection of two houses at sites of Nos. 3 and i? 
Reddencourt-rd., Harold Wood. 

, Hornchurch.—DEVELOPMENT.—Use of site at junc- 
tion of Cheviot-rd. and Hornchurch-rd., by L. W. 
Tidder, Ltd., bldg. contractors, 4, Broadway, Gidea 
Park, for the erection of three dwelling houses has 
been approved by TP Com. 

_Hornchurch, — BuNGALows. — By-law permission 
given to erection of three bungalows at The Crescent, 
Cranham, proposed by A. Salmon (Builders), itd... 
67, Chase Cross-rd., Romford. 

Hornchurch.—Houses.—TP approval given to 
erection of 24 houses at sites of Nos. 2 to 48, Peter- 
borough-ave., Cranham, proposed by Academy 
Electric Building Co. (1931), Ltd., 2, Burges-rd, E6. 

Hornchurch. — DweL.incs. — Preposals by G. 
Campbell, bldr., 27, High-st., Hornchurch, for the 
erection of five dwellings in Hubbards Chase, Horn- 
church, has been approved by TP Com. 

Hornchurch.—Bus GaraGE.—London Transport 
Executive have made proposals for the erection of a 
bus garage at junction of Rainham-rd. and Ford-la., 
Rainham. 

Hornchurch. — DweLLincs. — TP Com. have 
approved proposals by Daniel T. Jackson, Ltd., con- 
tractors, Roding-la., North Woodford Bridge, for’ the 
erection of three dwellings in 9-12, Grosvenor-gdns., 
Upminster. 

Hornchurch.—MaAlIsonETTES.—Plans submitted by 
BS for the erection of maisonettes on Dovers Farm 
Estate have been approved by Hsg. Com. 

Hornchurch.—DwELLING HousEs.—TP consent 
given to erection of eight dwelling houses at Hale-la., 
Upminster, proposed by Upminster Development 
Co., Ltd. 

Hornchurch. — DweLiincs. — Proposals by R. J. 
Isbell, bldr., 72, Harrow-dr., Romford, for the erec- 
tion of 5 dwelling houses in Rosslyn-ave., Harold 
Wood, have been given TP consent. Also the erec- 
tion of 8 dwellings at sites 1-8 on plan, Elmer-gdns., 
Rainham. 

Hornchurch.—DEVELOPMENT.—Development of a 
housing estate off Ingrebourne-gdns., and Front-la., 
Proposed by Upminster Estates, Ltd., 59, Station-rd., 
has been approved by TP Com. 
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“THE BUILDER” PRICES 


BRASS AND COPPER TUBES 


The Brass and Copper Tube Association 
announce that, in consequence of changes in the 
market prices of metals, the basis prices of their 
products have been increased as from midnight, 
August 10, as follows:— 


Increased by Basis price 


per lb. per lb. 

Copper tubes rr 2 $d. 254d. 
Brass_ tubes we . £0 214d. 
Brazed brass tubes. . wa Gates 33d. 
Drawn brass strip 

sections .. << .. 4d. 314d. 
Copper-nickel tubes 

70/30 m2 Bs 4d. 343d. 


The list prices of ferrules are increased as 
follows:— 
Increased by 


per lb. 
Brass and aluminium brass ferrules 4d. 
Copper-nickel ferrules, 70/30 as 4d. 

The basis price for brass tubes applies to both 
round and shaped solid drawn tubes. 











Lambeth.—DweEL.incs.—The erection of 201 dwell- 
ings on Patmore estate is proposed by Wilson Lovatt 
& Sons, Ltd., 16, Grosvenor-cres., SW1. 

Strand.—RE-DEVELOPMENT.—LCC have acquired 
from the British Railways Executive, at estimated cost 
£35,500, the site extending from Villiers-st. to George- 
court. The scheme envisages the comprehensive re- 
development of the site, and the widening of the 
Strand. 

Surbiton.—BaAKERY AND OFFICES.—Erection of a 
branch bakery, offices and garage at Davis-rd. arid 
Cox-la. has been proposed by J. Lyons & Co., Ltd., 
Cadby Hall, W14. 

Surbiton.—Factory.—Proposals have been made 
for the erection of a factory in Cox-la. by Wayne Kerr 
Engineering Co., Ltd., Tolworth-cl. 

Twickenham.—Pusiic Lisrary.—Proppsals have 
been made for the erection of a public library at 
Percy-rd. corner. BS, A. S. Knolles. 

Watford.—CREMATORIUM.—Erection of a crema- 
torium at Garston, at estimated cost £118,000, has 
been proposed by BC. 

Watford.—Factory.—An additional factory build- 
ing is proposed by Scammell Lorries, Ltd., Tolpits-la. 

Westminster.—Factory.—Sims & Russell, Ltd., 7-9, 
Bloomburg-st., SW1, propose the erection of a fac- 
tory in Hide-pl. 

Wood Green.—Housinc.—Proposals have been 
made by C. J. Pilgrim & Sons, bldrs., 18, Alexandra- 
gr., N12, for the erection of 3 houses on site of 
Nos. 200, 202 and 204, Victoria-rd}; 2 houses on site 
of Nos. 24 and 26, Tintern-rd.; 2 houses on site of 
Nos. 2 and 4, Paisley-rd.; and 2 houses on site of 
Nos. 59 and 61, Eldon-rd. 

Wood Green. —Dwettinc Houses. — Proposals 
have been made for the erection of 2 dwelling houses 
on the site of Nos. 3 and 5, Cecil-rd. Proposers are 
Ansel] & Bailey, Ltd., FRIBA, 12, Grays Inn-sq., 
WCI1, on behalf of the National Deposit Friendly 
Society. 

Wood Green.—Housinc.—Erection of 2 houses on 
site of Nos. 57 and 59, Sidney-rd., has been pro- 
posed by J. Newcombe & Sons, bldrs., 171, Empire- 
ave., N18. 

Wood Green.—DwELLINGS.—BC recommended to 
approve the engagement of Vine and Vine, AA.RIBA, 
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12, Tudor-chbrs., Station-rd., N22, to. prepare plang 
for the erection of 40 dwellings on council land, 

Wood Green.—DwELLING-HOUSES.—Hsg. Com, te. 
commend that licences be issued to Artizans ang 
General Properties Co., Ltd., 1, Cromwell-rd., Sw7, 
for the erection of 2 houses on site of Nos. 75 ang 
79, Moselle-ave. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Adlington.—Methodist Church propose erection of 
chapel at Wood-la. (Rev. W. Harper). 
Alnwick.—RDC approved layout for five houses 
and four bungalows at Alnmmouth. Architects, Reavelj 
& Cahill, Lloyds Bank-chbrs., Alnwick. 
Belfast.—Thirty-four acre industrial estate at Carp. 
money has been planned to accommodate 16 factories, 
totalling 600,000 sq. ft. area. Tenders to be inviteg 
shortly by Min. of Commerce for first factory, area 
73,000 sq. ft. . ; 
Birmingham.—EC made _ following  architectura] 
appointments:—Tile Cross girls’ gram. sch., Jackson & 
Edmonds; Bordesley Green boys’ tech. extensions, 
Hickton, Madeley & Salt, Walsall; Colmers Farm 
girls’ mod., Harrison & Cox, 49, Frederick-st.; Elms 
Farm prim. jun. sch., Essex, Goodman & Suggitt, 21, 
Waterloo-st.; Wychall Farm prim. inf., Cherrington & 
Stainton, 2, Augustus-rd.; Rednal Hill prim. inf, 
Nicol, Nicol & Thomas, 111, New-st.; West Heath 
prim. jun., Peacock & Bewlay, 224, Hagley-rd.; Yen. 
ton prim. inf., W. Norman Twist, Cornhill House, 
Bennetts Hill. All of Birmingham. 
Blackburn.—EC approved two new classrooms at 
high sch. " 
Blackrod.—UDC to erect 56 dwellings on two sites, 
Architects, J. C. Prestwich & Sons, Bradshawgate. 
chbrs., Leigh. ; 
Blyth.—Cty. Plan. Officer approved erection of 
wagon repair shop at Bates Colliery, for NCB.—IC 
to erect terrace houses in Newsham-rd. and Laverock 
Hall-rd. . : 
Brixworth.—RDC received approval for erection of 
10 houses at Pitsford. ‘ 
Burnley.—Ribble Reese Services propose garage 
joining cattle market. 
ado BC received approval for sec. mod. sch. 
for boys at Harraby estate for 1954 programme. 
Chalfont: St. Peter.—Planning approval received for 
erection of three blocks of four flats at Hillside-cl. 
Chapel-en-le-Frith.—Derbyshire CC to commence 
work shortly on fire stn. at Park-rd. 
Cheadle.—Cheshire CC propose new CP sch. at 
Ete Street. RDC considering erection of 
public conveniences en 10 sites in rural area. 
Cumberland.—CC to let contract for ambulance 
garage at Workington and nurses house at Caldbeck. 
Cty. A, J. H. Haughan, Portland-sq., Carlisle. 
Cumberland.—CC to begin work next year on sec, 
mod. sch. at Penrith, —" Cty. A, dake 
Portland-sq., Carlisle. 
yy end: to oustonn Manor House property, 
Coleraine, covering approximately 22} acres, to 
accommodate Council a County library and 
to be erected. ' . 
a ns Plans approved for construction of main- 
tenance depot at Bowburn, Cassop, for Durham Coal 
Board. om 
Durham.—RDC received approval for building of 
85 houses this year. Plans by Hsg. A, Byland io 
Hathershaw (Oldham).—Littlewoods, Ltd., Li 
have purchased Earl Mill for adaptation as mail order 
depot. : for 110 
-le-Hole-—UDC have sites prepared for 
Besoyge hope to build 311 in next three years. §, 
ichardson. ; 
ke Oe received approval for erection of 
~~ ’ £37,410 
-on-Tyne.—IC seek loan sanction at 
Ps one 38 houses on South Leam-la. ane 
—BE. H. W. T. Perkins, prepared scheme vee 
houses south of ere: See also layout for shop- 
i e in Edinburgh-rd. area. 4 
Picighley.—TC propose alterations to Cliffe geo 
Plans by A, E. A. Felgate.—Propose 200 houses a 
50 aged persons’ bungalows in 1954 programme. 
Approved plans for 42 houses at Calver-ave. re 
Kirkham.— Methodist Chapel Com. propose erec 
ay-sch., £10,000 est. ; 
“cae approved plans and estimate of es Ai0 
for Phase 1 of Kirkby Lge ad prim. sch.; £50, 
iddleton Langley sch. , 
a Magee ome A building of £20,000 -—_ 
sion to Dauntsey’s sch., Lg pee Wilts, announ 
Tedder, chairman of governors. | 
petra Be =. Spa.—BC to prepare detailed plans = 
block of flats-at Haddon-rd.—To invite tenders 
ses at Lillington estate. ‘ 
areal bireingbom Reg. Hospital Brd. propos 
renovation and repair of EMS huts at St. Matthew 


Hospital, £5,000 est. . a 
Macelesfieid.—Governors of King’s sch. propos¢ 
Brd. received Mit 


extensions to premises. ; 

Manchester.—Reg. Hospital : pc 
approval for fo!lowing works:—Extension of pat 0) ad 
laboratory at Baguley, Manchester, £11,369; oceans 
tional and physiotherapy unit at Bolton and Distr 
General, £10,611 est, ed 

Mansfield.—BC approved layout plans for 10 -” 
persons’ bungalows at Ward-pi., 40 Gregory flats 
26 houses at Ladybrook-la., 90 houses and 10 = 4 
persons’ bungalows at site south of Beck-cres. 4 
west of Ladybrook-la. . 

Middlesbrough.—TC negotiating contracts wit 


Middlesbrough and Dist. Building Trades Assoc. for 
erection of 96 houses at Park End. BE, J. A. Kenyon. 
Newcastle-on-Tyne.—EC approved preliminary plas 
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sosed Fawdon cty. prim. sch., cost £35,510. 
aA. G. Kenyon, 18, Cloth-market, Newcastle. 
Newczstle-on-Tyne.—C. Solomon, St. Mary’s-pl., 
United Newcastle Hospitals to convert premises in 
Framlington-pl. into nurses’ hostel. Plans by C of W, 
oyal Victoria Infirmary, Newcastle.—W. B. Edwards 
Partner, Eldon-pl., prepared plans for alterations 
153 Barras Bridge for proposed extra-mural studies 
ie artment for King’s College.—Revised plans by City 
A for proposed prim. sch. at Benwell Hill-rd. and St. 
Cuthbert’s-rd. r 
Newcastle-under-Lyme.—BC approved layout for 252 
houses at Knutton Village.—Approved in principle 
erection of branch library at junction of Dartmouth- 
gre. and Kingsbridge-ave-—Approved three pairs of 
houses at Warwick-gr., Basford, for Mr. F. Bartlett.— 
gitish Glues & Chemicals, Ltd., propose storage 
depots at Waterloo Works. 
Newton Aycliffe.—T. A. Crawford, 80, Borough-rd., 
yiddlesbrough, architect for proposed RC Church, 
presbytery and hal] at junction of Central-ave/Burn-la. 
Northumberland.—Welfare Com. asked CC to 
approve £33,000 scheme for erection of hostel for old 
ple at Wallsend.—Similar hostel proposed at 
perwick. Cty. A, C. C. Brown, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
Northumberland.—CC approved preliminary plans 
for proposed gram. sch. at Killingworth, cost £137,850. 
cy. A, C. C. Brown, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
Qtley—-UDC approved plans:—Conversion of 1, 
lsmberts-yard into warehouse for J. Mullan; additions 
to premises at 40, Market-pl., for WFS and A. Bair- 
gow; conversion of 4, Manor-sq. into bank, for York 
& County Savings Bank. — : 
Peterlee (Durham).—Fire stn. to be built, cost 
£2,000. G. R. Clayton, Cty. A, Court-la., Durham. 
Peterlee. —N.E. Trading Estates, Ltd., Gateshead, 
to build factory of 75,000 sq. ft. at Peterlee on be- 
taf of J. Ambler & Sons, Bradford woollen firm. 
Work is expected to begin in November. Architect, 
Professor W. Halford, 80, Bedford-st. South, Liver- 


7. 
Te ssc-on-Tyne,—UDC preparing to build 101 
houses at West Wylam. A, J. Angus, Lovaine-pl., 
Newcastle. ks : 
Rowley Regis.—TC approved following housing pro- 

e for remainder of 1953:—Brickhouse Farm 
estate, 64 houses, 14 shops and maisonettes; Throne- 
rd estate, seven shops and maisonettes; Corngreaves 
estate, 100 houses. 1954 programme:—28 houses at 
Brickhouse Farm estate; 40 at Blackberry-la. estate; 
100 at Corngreaves estate; and 350 at Tividale Hall 
estate. Approved plans:—Rebuilding of premises at 
Portway-rd., for Stiffs Concrete Co., Ltd.; factory at 
Powke-la., Old Mill, for William B. Cull & Sons; can- 
ten at Hainge-rd., Tividale, for British Industrial 
Engrg. Co., Ltd.; petrol filling- and service-station at 
comer of Overend-rd. and Corngreaves-rd., Cradley 
Heath, for Bridgewater Bros., Ltd. 

Salford.—TC to invite tenders with view to com- 
mencing work in December on police headquarters at 
Crescent, £244,850 est. 

Scarborough.—Parish Church of St. Mark’s proposed 
a corner of Coldyhill-la. and Green-la., Newby, 
£20,000 est. A, Major G. E. Pace, York. 

Shipley—UDC propose 346 houses and four shops 
atCoach-rd. No. 2 site. 

Southport.—Ribble Motor Services, Ltd., propose 
conversion of Lord-st. depot into modern stn: Plans 
tyown architects dept. £70,000 est. 

South Shields—-EC approved plans 
sch. at Whiteleas. BE, J. Reid. 

South Shields—TC asked Myton, Ltd., Hull, to 
proceed with roads and sewer works in connection 
wih erection of 529 houses. House-building work to 
commence January.—M of E approved sketch plans 
for girls’ high sch., for EC.—Plans to be prepared for 
proposed sec. sch. at Whiteleas——TC approved re- 
vsed plans by Cotton, Ballard & Blow, Haymarket 
House, Newcastle-on-Tyne, for factory in Commer- 
taltd., for S, Newman, Ltd. ‘ 
Stoke-on-Trent.—Michelin Tyre Co., Ltd., received 
licence of £27,500 for extensions to works. 

Sunderland.—Corp. to purchase 86 acres at Hylton- 
N, House, for housing purposes. Plans by Boro’ A, 
e House, Stockton-rd. 

Smderland.—RDC received sanction to build 56 
hows at Ryhope, cost £64,829, including roads and 
sewers. Also 28 at South Hylton, cost £39,829. Plans 
ty §, C. Emmerson, Council Offices, The Esplanade, 
Sunderland. 

Tavin.—RDC approved plans for RC Chapel at 
Mou'dsworth, for Canon Welch. 
Tynemouth.—A. J. Seal & Partners, Eastbourne, to 

t further plans to TC for development by private 

‘iterprise of land on Kennersdene estate. 

Tynemouth.—TC received loan sanction at £213,400 
for 142 houses at Chirton Grange South.—TC to sell 

at praieerd Grange estate to RC authorities for 
church. 

Tyneside.—Local authorities raised no objection to 
Proposal of NCB to double coke works and gas-pro- 
ducing plant at Monkton Coke Works, Jarrow. 

Wallsend.—-Corp. granted licences to Gill & Nichol- 
son, bldrs., Newcastle-on-Tyne, for building of 16 
houses in the borough. 

arington.—EC propose following schs. in 1954/5 
Programme:-——-Orford Park RC inf., Orford Park 
%c. mod., and St. Anne’s C of E prim. 
eaop.—UDC to erect 58 houses on Sherwood-st. 


Welwyn.—Hsg. Com. approved layout plan for 

“tection of 150 houses, three shops and 14 old 

we! homes at London-rd. housing site. Surveyor, 
very, 


for sec. mod. 


West Bromwich.—EC appointed Ove, Arup & Part- 
ters, London, as consulting structural engrs. for pro- 
Posed Churchfields sec. mod. sch. 


THE BUILDER 


Whaley Bridge.—UDC approved detailed plans for 
houses off Macclesfield-rd., Taxal. 

Whitley Bay.—Northumberland CC to reconstruct 
civil defence centre at Whitley Park.—UDC to obtain 
tenders for erection of houses at Hill Heads. S, E. 
Roberts. 

Wigan.—RDC received Min. approval for 48 houses 
of Type 6 S.A. on Shevington site. 


Wokingham.—Factory extension proposed for 
Marchon Products, Ltd. Architects. Ronald Ward & 
Ptnrs., 17, Lowndes-st., London, SWI. 

Wolverhampton.—EC received approval for inclusion 
of Wobaston sec. mod. sch., £174,000, in 1954/5 pro- 
gramme. Also alterations to Wolverhampton. and 
Staffs tech. coll., £25,000 est. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

q Denotes accepted by H.M. Government Depart- 
ments. 


Alnwick.—Erection of 22 houses at Longhaughton, 
for RDC. Architects, Reavell & Cahi¥, Lloyds Bank- 


chbrs., Alnwick: *R. Slawther, Wayside, Lesbury, 
£33,840. 
Ashbourne.—Improvements at the Market, for 


UDC: *J. H. Fryer, Ltd., Derby. : 

Birmingham.—Erection of Gressell-la., Tile Cross 
Central gram. sch. for boys, for EC: *C. Green & Sons, 
Ltd., 132, Monument-rd., Birmingham, £148,549; 
Marsh Hill girls’ mod. sch., Erdington: *J. R. Deacon, 
Ltd., Lombard-st., Lichfield, £102,813. 

Bootle.—32 dwellings at Rimrose-rd. site, for TC: 
*Direct Labour, £45,435; 116 houses at Netherton 
estate: *S. Byrom, Ltd., Formby, £146,286. 
~Bullingdon.—68 Cornish unit dwellings at the 
College Farm site, Littlemore, for RDC: *Selleck 
Nicholls, Ltd., £82,276. 

Carlisle——Erection of church hall at Harraby, for 
Upperby Parochial Church Council: *John Laing & 
Sons, Dalston-rd., Carlisle. 

Chesterfield.— Houses for TC: *Geo. Wimpey & Co., 
Ltd., London, £432,627 (332); *Wm. Drabble & Sons, 
Ltd., Walsall, £129,405 (104); *Direct Labour, £26,828 
(22); *W. H. Frearson, £11,866 (10); *Mr. J. Haslam, 
£20,105 (16); *E. Berrisford & Son, Ltd., £12,758 (10). 

Crawley.—682 dwellings at Pound Hill South, for 
Dev. Corpn. H. S. Howgrave-Graham, ARIBA, 
AMTPI, Chief A, Broadfield, Crawley. Quantities by 
Gardiner & Theobald. *M. J. Gleeson (Contractors), 
Ltd., Haredon House, London-rd., North Cheam, 
£1,140,136. 

Crawley.—Shopping street and 25 shops and accom- 
modation, restaurant, etc., at Town Centre, stage I, 
for Dev. Corpn. H. S. Howgrave-Graham, ARIBA, 
AMTPI, Chief A, Broadfield, Crawley. * Quantities by 
Gardiner & Theobald. *James Longley & Co., Ltd., 
East Park, Crawley, Sussex, £129,808. 

Crosby.—70 houses and 12 flats at Brownmoor-la. 
estate. T. W. Crookdake, BE&S: *Henry Boot & 
Sons, Ltd., Heysham-rd., Dunnings Bridge, Aintree, 
Liverpool, £117,211. 
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Darwen.—Alterations and additions to main Post 
Office: *Caton & Duckworth, Ltd., Wm. Henry-st., 
Blackburn. 

Durham.—Additions to central repair depot at 
Framwellgate Moor, for CC. G. R. Clayton, Cty. A., 
Court-la., Durham: *H. F. Mole, Chester-le-Street, 
£8,749. 

Easington.—Erection of public conveniences at 
Crimdon Park, for RDC: *R. Matthews & Co., 25, 
Villiers-st., Sunderland, £10,085. 

Eastbourne.—60 flats on Langney Village estate, for 
BC. R. Williams, BSc, AMICE, BS, 2/4, Saffrons- 
rd., Eastbourne: *Ringmer Building Works, Ltd., 
Ringmer, Lewes, £76,351. 

Eastbourne.—New teaching wing in Dariey-rd., for 
Eastbourne Training College, for BC. R. Williams, 
BSc, AMICE, BS, 2/4, Saffrons-rd., Eastbourne: 
*W. J. Brooker & Sons, Ltd., Eastbourne, £16,547. 

Forth.—Erection of 52 houses at Climpy-rd., for 
Lanarkshire CC. Samuel MacColl (A), architect 
County-chbrs., Beckford-st., Hamilton West: *The 
Lanarkshire Builders, Ltd., Mossend, Bellshill, £88,908. 

Gateshead.—Factory additions at Team Valley for 
Fusarc, Ltd. Architects, Cackett, Burns Dick and 
MacKellar, 21, Ellison-pl., Newcastle-on-Tyne. QS 
Hace ig AS Felton, Bank-chbrs., Fawcett-st., Sunder- 
aoe, gy and & Hannen and Cubitts, Ltd., Howdon- 

Guildford.—30 dwellin i 
ham, for RDC. J. gy Aer — 
raed — by John McBai 

arke ons (Add! 
£43,082. (Addlestone), Ltd., 


Leamington Spa.—Houses a 


S estate, Tong- 
MIMunE,MRSan.I, 
n & Partners: *E, 
Addlestone, Surrey, 


t Lillington estate, for 


> TA R, Lane, Ltd. (24); *Sayee B 
Tachbrook-st. (14); *Geo. Wim: ros. & Co., 
don (108) (14); *Geo. Wimpey & Co., Ltd., Lon- 


Lichfield.—72 dwellings, Wheel-la. estate, f i 
‘se peng ant AMICE,MIMunE, City Fase 

- Richards asetown), Ltd., F 

Walsall (for part peace 


f contract onl 

Lewis & Watters, Ltd., pet an Spa , se 
F. A. & H. Taylor, Walsall :. .. |" 39°334 
Wm. Sharratt, Ltd., Stafford |" 84.621 
G. Seedhouse, Lichfield.. (. ° 7’ 80,402 
*Sabin Young, Ltd., Rushall, Walsall 77.181 


London (British Railw 
have been placed by t 
Railways:— 

Supply and delivery of two Standard “ Wal ’ 
mobile cranes: Walker Bros. (Wigan), Ltd., Pemsasta 
Tron Works, Wigan. Supply and delivery of two 
=—— poss? Coles full circle slewing diesel electric 

llway container cranes: Steels Engineeri 
“, ae Works, Sunderland. a 

-—The undermentioned contracts exceeding 
£2,500 in value have been placed i 
the period July 2 to 30. * en ee 

Manufacture, supply, delivery, testing and main- 
tenance of 100 electric passenger lifts at housing 
estates, The Express Lift Co., Ltd., Northampton 
£195,880. Construction of blocks L, Ml, M2 and 
N-S (inc.) of dwellings at Patmore estate, Battersea, 
Wi'son Lovatt & Sons, Ltd., Westminster (£462,755). 
Electrical installation at Archway cty. sec. and Dun- 
combe prim. schs., Islington, Powerlite Electrical In- 
Stallations, Ltd., £6,399. Erection of staff houses, etc., 
at Fairlop playing fields, Field-Davis, Ltd., £15,350. 

_ §London (MoW).—Contracts placed by MoW dur- 
Ing week ended July 25:— 

London: _Dover House, Whitehall, SW1, Repairs 
and decorations, Higgs & Hill, Ltd., Crown Works, 
South Lambeth-rd., SW8; British Council, St. 
Anselm’s House, Davies-st., W1, Internal redecora- 
tions, Sykes & Son, Ltd., 8, Essex-st., Strand, WC2. 


ays).—The following contracts 
he Eastern Region of British 


35, Queen Anne’s-gdns., W2, repairs, etc., Sykes 
& Son, Ltd., 8, Essex-st., Strand, WC2. Berk- 
shire: Commandant’s House, Sunningdale Park, 


Berks, Adaptations, Fassenidge, Son & Norris, Ltd., 
Broomhall-bldgs., Sunningdale, Berks. Gloucester- 
shire: Frenchay Park Hospital, New operating 
theatre block with wards and X-ray section, Stone & 
Co. (Bristol), Ltd., Redland-rd., Bristol 6. 


Hertfordshire: Harpenden TE, Extensions and 
alterations, E. C. & F. H. Jarvis, Ltd., Harpenden, 
Herts. Lancashire : 


Ministry of Supply, Housing 
Estate, Lea, Preston, External decorations, C. W. 
Mallot (Preston), Ltd., Anchor Court, Cheapside, 
Preston. Northumberland: Government-bldgs., The 
Stadium, Wallsend-on-Tyne, Alterations and adapta- 
tions to canteen and administrative block, Ralph 
Bowey & Son, Ltd., 34, Great North-rd., Newcastle- 


on-Tyne. Worcestershire: Malvern Hall, NSHC 
Hostel, Blackpole-rd., Internal decorations, T. 
Oliver (Builder), Ltd., St. Mantin’s Works, St. 


Martin’s-pl., Worcester. Lancashire: Post Office, 
Bennett-st., Ardwick, Manchester, Adaptations to 
temporary parcels office, W. Fearnley & Sons (Sal- 
ford), Ltd., Constance Works, Eccles New-rd., 
Salford 5. 

qLondon (MoW).—Contracts placed by MoW during 
week ended August 1:— 

Ayrshire: Post Office,- Girvan, adaptations, 
Faulds & Sons, Culzean-rd., Maybole. Cumberland: 
Ministry of Supply Houses, Seascale, internal and 
external decorations, Reid Bros., 22, Bank-st., Car- 
lisle. Essex: Colchester Post Office, Engineering 
Depot, Cowdray-ave., Essex, preliminary site works, 
Hutton (Builders), Ltd., Birch, Colchester, Essex. 

Lancashire: Post Office, TMO, 15-25, Church-st., 
Manchester, alterations and additions, P. Hamer, 
Ltd., 13-15, Park-st., Swinton, Manchester. J.O.B. 
Government Buildings, Cop-la., Penwortham, 
Preston, internal decoration, Kirkhams, Brech-rd., 
Poulton-Le-Fylde, Lancs. Somersetshire: Cold 


Jas. 
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Storage Depot, Gate-la., render- 
ing walls and internal decorations, J. F. 


Sons (Newforest), Ltd., Priory-rd., Wells, Somerset. 


Wells, re-roofing, 
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THE BUILDER 


§London (War Dept.).—Contracts placed by WD 
during week ended August 1:— 

Nottinghamshire: Road repairs, Constable Hart & 
Co., Ltd., Derby. Yorkshire: Painting, Donald 
Humberstone & Co., Ltd., Louth. Staffordshire : 
Road repairs, W. H. Rogers, Ltd., Willenhall. 
Essex: Concrete construction, V. . Selwood 
& Co., Chelmsford. Bedfordshire: Building, The 
Circle Construction Co., Ltd., Wembley. Dorset- 
shire: Roof repairs, Frank Wyatt & Son, Ltd., Poole. 
Oxfordshire: Miscellaneous, W. & A. Collisson, Ban- 






































August 14 1953 


Padgate.—Extensions to C of E sch.: *Frank War- 
burton & Son, Stockton Heath, £24,922. 

St. Bees (Cumberland).—Erection of memoria] hal} 
and classrooms at St. Bees sch.: *John Laing & Son, 
Dalston-rd., Carlisle. . 

Sawbridgeworth.—Erection of 29 houses and 4 flats 
under phase V of the Bull Fields housing scheme for 
UDC. *S. & G. Peachey & Sons, Ltd., £44,793.’ 

Southampton.—War damage repair, Block 4, Tech- 
po — for BC. L. Berger, Dip. Arch., ARIBA 

oro — , 












































bury. Wiltshire: Roofs preservation treatment, J, Bates & Sons .. fe .. £6,585 ARCHI 
Thomas Cotton, Ltd., Mansfield. Gloucestershire: Re- EE. H. Burgess, Ltd. iP A 6.178 
inforced concrete construction, W. T. Nicholls, Ltd., John Lewis Building, Ltd. 5°475 
Gloucester. Dorsetshire: Roof repairs, F. E. White, G.S§. Hallum & Sons .. 5.165 
Ltd., Bournemouth. . *Mullen & Lumsden, Ltd... aie es .  4.9R8 
Middlesbrough.—Erection of 24 houses at Park End, South Shields.—Erection of public conveniences at 
for TC. J. A. Kenyon, BE: *A. & R. Cubitt, East- Marsden, for TC. John Reid, BE: *J. M. Black THE BU 
bourne-rd., Middlesbrough. Ltd., Glen-st., Hebburn-on-Tyne, £6,430. 
Middlesbrough.—Erection of 34 houses at Park End, South Shields.—Erection of 56 ‘* Airey ’’ houses, for LONDO? 
for TC. BE, J. A. Kenyon: *C. W. Athey, Windsor- TC: *William Leech, Ltd., 2, Clayton-st., Newcastle. 
rd., Middlesbrough. on-Tyne. 
Newcastle-under-Lyme.—Houses for BC. 18 at Spennymoor.—Erection of new steading at Moo, 
Hollow Farm estate: *Hennessey Bros., Ltd., £23,279; Farm, Spennymoor, for Durham CC. Cty. A, G.R ——— 
26 and four maisonettes at Crackley Bank: *H. Stubbs, Clayton, Court-la., Durham: *Messrs. Wilson, Coul. VOL. C 
£39,436; 32 and 12 maisonettes at Hollow Farm site: son-st., Spennymoor, £5,700. —- 
*G. & J. Seddon, Ltd., £52,935; 18 and four maison- Stevenage.—Construction of 16 flats, 4 houses and 4 
ettes at Crackley Bank: *H. Lainton, £30,861; 19 at garages on a site in Whitesmead-rd., Stevenage, for the 
Stafford-cres.: *R. Nabney, £24,629. council. tC. G. Claydon, Ltd., £27,171. 
Nottingham.—Extension of sec. sch. at Bestwood, Tamworth.—248 houses for miners at Hurley, for 
for EC: *Progressive Builders, Ltd., Carlton, £9,669. Coal Industry Housing Association: *Wates, Ltd, 
London. : Poet 2 
Wallasey.—20 houses at site P6, for BC: *F. Boyd CENTR/ 
& Co., Ltd., 44, Barrowdale-rd., Wallasey, £27,414, RHOD 
Walton and Weybridge.—16 flats, Thrupps-la., Hers. EXHIE 
ham, for UDC. E. A. Lister, AMICE, E&S. Quan. Reedon 
tities by Madlin & Maddison: *John Farmer (Bidrs,), CORRES 
Sunbury, 45/47, Hanworth-rd., Sunbury-on-Thames, TE] 
£14,724. one 
West Bromwich.—68 three-bedroomed houses at AR 
Tanhouse estate, for BC: *Sir Alfred McAlpine & Son, RATION 
by BROADS Ltd., Waterloo-rd., Wolverhampton, £90,148. FOR 7 
Ms acral hag shops, —— on - Se By T. I 
Wavell-way, New Stanmore, for City C. . H. War- K 
for TECHNICAL SERVICE wick, MIMunE, LRIBA, MTPI, architect.  Quant- cl 
Phone: PADdington 7061 (20 lines) th Mle ga lai 8, Princesst, Factor 3 
Write: SOUTH WHARF, PADDINGTON, W.2 C.P.C. (So’ton), Ltd., Westend, Southamp- PRACTI( 
ton viel ute da ct ate ea. AT T 
Hampshire Contractors, Ltd., Winchester .. 20,214 BUILDI! 
A. J. Dunning & Sons, Ltd., Weyhill, 1—Th 
Andover rg na ae + «  e CODES 
9 *W. T. Nicholls (So’ton), Ltd., Southampton... 19 RELA’ 
Patent . Wolverhampton.—Houses at Wednesfield site N 9. TIMBI 
OVIE § ~air rum” VERUNATOL | fo Bc: *K. Ls Rocke & Co., Ltd., Little Poult. Citing 
st., £20,151 (14); *F. Tonks, 42, Prestwood-rd. West, tion 
Wednesfield, £20,384 (16). AMEND: 
OVER TWO MILLION IN USE Worksop.—Shops and flats at Manton, for TC: LAW 
*E. A. &H. A. Tomlinson, Beighton, £23,278. Legal C 
VENTILATING ENGINEERS 
98 HERRIES STREET, KILBURN LANE, W.10 TH 5 ESS > ¢ STE F [ ANE] 
Tel. : LADbroke 2879 issued 
Senay , | %.: 
Hous 
WOOD BLOCK THE 
SALES, HIRE oad 6 
FLOORS ERECTION SOME 
CRADLES archit 
STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 9, HIGH BEECH ROAD SAVIN 
Victoria Works, LOUGHTON ESSEX of cer 
De! TEL: LOUGHTON 5022 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18 ALL W 
of the 
GALBRAITH ti 
spe 
BROTHERS LIMITED of Hou 
which 
BUILDERS coe 
as We 
CONTRACTORS give it 
& ENGINEERS suggest 
would 
made a 
Registered Office : Works: that w 
61 BARTHOLOMEW CLOSE CRAYFORD BRIDGE at Amp 
E.G.1 KENT Ever 
MONarch 7597-8 Bexleyheath 5651-4 Progra 
— ) to rear 


